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Mr. G abriel Tedros (Ethiopia), the
C hairm an of the Eighteenth Session of
the A dministrative Council.
Six Committees were set up: Steering
Committee, Credentials Com mittee, B ud
get Supervision Com mittee, Technical
Committee, Planning Com mittee and
D rafting Committee.

AFRICAN BROADCASTING

Address o f welcome
In his address of welcome to the
Conference, the Secretary-General of
the ITU , Mr. Gerald C. Gross, said:

CONFERENCE

“ This Conference, which is opening
today, is a new and very im portant
departure for our organization with its
98 years of experience in international

The African YHF/UH F Broadcasting Conference convened by the Inter
national Telecommunication Union opened at ITU headquarters on Monday,
29 April, 1963. This Conference, which is the first of two on the subject of
African broadcasting, has been called to draw up plans for the assignment of
frequencies for national broadcasting and television stations in the VHF and
UH F bands in the African Region. It is intended to hold a similar conference
in 1964 in Spain.
M ore than eighty delegates from some
thirty IT U M em ber and Associate M em
ber countries in the African Region were
present at the opening session.
The U nited N ations and Unesco have
sent observers. The other international
organizations represented at the C on
ference are: the International Council
of Scientific U nions (ICSU), Interna
tional Broadcasting and Television O r
ganization (OIRT), European B road
casting U nion (EBU), U nion of African
N ational Sound Broadcasting and Tele

vision Organizations (U R TN A ), and
African and M alagasy Telecommunica
tion U nion (UAM PT).
Election and composition o f Committees
The Conference elected as its Chairm an
M r. A lpha Diallo, D irector G eneral of
Inform ation in the M inistry of Inform a
tion and Telecom munications of the
Republic of Guinea, and President of the
U nion of the African N ational Sound
Broadcasting and Television O rganiza
tions. F o r its Vice-Chairman it chose

M r. A l p h a

D iallo

telecommunications. This meeting brings
representatives of the G overnm ents of
your great continent together outside
Africa to discuss measures and, I hope,
to adopt decisions which will improve
the possibilities of broadcasting for the
benefit of all your people.” A fter observ
ing th a t one of the m ost significant
international developments o f the last
ten years or so had been the emergence
o f the nations of Africa into indepen
dence, Mr. Gross stressed th at the
healthy economic and social life of a
nation were dependent on effective tele
com m unications: “ W ith o u t a satisfac
tory telecommunication system, industry
and commerce have their hands tied;
vital public services, such as health and
transport cannot function properly; and
the dissemination of the spiritual educa
tional and cultural resources o f a people
can hardly be carried out at all.”
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