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FOREWORD

In  conformity with Article 10, paragraph 2. (1), o f the International Telecommunication Convention 
(Buenos Aires, 1952), the task o f the Ordinary Administrative Radio Conference (Geneva, 1959) will be:

a) to revise the Radio Regulations , and the Additional Radio Regulations adopted by the A tlantic 
City Conference in 1947;

b) to  deal with all other matters deemed necessary within the terms of the Convention, the General 
Regulations and the directives given by the Plenipotentiary Conference (Buenos Aires, 1952).

In accordance with Article 10, paragraph 2. (2), the Administrative Radio Conference also:

a) elects the members of the International Frequency Registration Board;

b) reviews the activities of the Board.

These Collected Proposals contain proposals submitted by Members and Associate Members o f the 
Union for consideration by the Conference within the terms specified above, and are published by the General 
Secretariat by virtue of Chapter 3 of the General Regulations annexed to the Convention. As may be seen 
from  the table of contents, the Collected Proposals are divided into two main parts, the first relating to the 
Radio Regulations and the second to  the Additional Radio Regulations.

The first part is sub-divided into four sections. The first section consists o f proposals or considerations 
o f a general nature. In  the second, the pages are usually divided into two columns, the left-hand column 
showing the present text o f the RR  and the right-hand column indicating, opposite the appropriate article, the 
proposed amendments. For some tables, however, it was impossible to divide the page into two columns, due 
to lack of space. In  such cases the present provisions have been printed across the page and are followed by 
the relevant proposals. The third section contains proposals relating to the Appendices to the RR. I t is 
followed by a fourth section which contains some proposals relating to Recommendations to the C .C .I .R .

The second part is sub-divided into two sections, the first of which comprises proposals or considera
tions o f a general nature. The second section is arranged in two columns, the left-hand column showing the 
present text o f the RR  and the right-hand column indicating, opposite the appropriate article, the proposed 
amendments.

Some Administrations have submitted entire new drafts for certain Articles, with the request that we 
reproduce their new versions, with the general comments thereon, entire, without any attempt a t sub-division.

These same Administrations have used an additional provisional numbering of paragraphs. This has 
been kept for the amended Articles, to  facilitate the work of reference (see also under Recommendation of 
the Baltic and North  Sea Radiotelephone Conference, Goteborg, 1955, Part I,- A).

As this volume is in the form o f a loose-leaf folder, any proposals which reach the General Secretariat 
after it has been sent to the printer and prior to  the opening of the Conference will be issued as supplements 
to the Collected Proposals (2nd, 3rd, 4th series, etc.). These also will be in loose-leaf form to facilitate inseftion 
in the main document.

The proposals are numbered consecutively. This numbering will be continued for proposals published 
in supplements to the Collected Proposals or during the Conference itself.

In  accordance with Chapter 18 of the General Regulations annexed to the Convention, a report was 
prepared jointly by the specialized Secretariat o f the C. C. I. R. and the General Secretariat, and was distributed 
to Administrations of Members and Associate Members of the Union in Circular No. 772 dated 21. March 
1959.
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Rules o f  Procedure o f  Conferences

Note by the S . G .: Article 11 o f  the International Telecommunication Convention (Buenos Aires, 1952) 
provides that:

For the organization of their work and the conduct of their discussions, administrative conferences 
shall apply the Rules of Procedure of Conferences contained in the General Regulations annexed to the Con
vention. However, before starting its deliberations, each conference may adopt such additional provisions as 
are indispensable.

The provisions o f  the General Regulations ( Chapter 9) are reproduced below:

Rules of Procedure of Conferences

RULE 1 

Inauguration of the Conference

The conference shall be opened by a person appointed by the inviting government. When there is no 
inviting government, it shall be opened by the Chairman of the Administrative Council or in his absence by 
the Secretary-General.

RULE 2 

Order of Seating

At meetings of the Plenary Assembly, delegations shall be seated in the alphabetical order of the 
French names of the countries represented.

RULE 3

Election of the Chairman and Vice-Chairman. Constitution of the Secretariat

At the first meeting of the Plenary Assembly:

a) the Chairman and Vice-Chairmen of the conference shall be elected;

b) the Conference Secretariat, made up of staff of the General Secretariat of the Union, and, in case 
o f need, o f staff provided by the administration of the inviting government, shall be constituted.

RULE 4

Powers of the Chairman of the Conference

1. The Chairman, in addition to performing any other duties incumbent on him under these Rules 
of Procedure, shall open and close the meetings of the Plenary Assembly, direct its deliberations, ensure that 
the Rules o f Procedure are applied, give the floor to speakers, put questions to the vote, and announce the 
decisions adopted.

2. He shall have the general direction of all the work of the conference, and shall ensure .that order 
is maintained at meetings of the Plenary Assembly. He shall give his ruling on motions of order and points 
o f order, and in particular, he shall be empowered to  propose that discussion on a question be postponed or 
closed, or that a meeting be suspended or adjourned. He may also decide to postpone the convening of a 
Plenary Assembly or meeting thereof should he consider it necessary.
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3. It shall be the duty of the Chairman to protect the right of each delegation to express its opinion 
freely and fully on the point at issue.

4. He shall ensure that discussion is limited to the point at issue, and he may interrupt any speaker 
who departs therefrom and request him to confine his remarks to the subject under discussion.

PULE 5 

Appointment of Committees

The Plenary Assembly may appoint committees to consider matters referred to the conference. These 
committees may in turn appoint sub-committees. Committees and sub-committees may, if  necessary, form 
working groups.

RULE 6 

Composition of Committees

1. Plenipotentiary Conference:

Committees shall be composed of the delegates of Members and Associate Members and the observers 
referred to in Chapter 1 paragraph 8 of the General Regulations, who have so requested or who have been 
designated by the Plenary Assembly.
" * *

2. Administrative Conferences:

Committees shall be composed of the delegates of Members and Associate Members, and the observers 
and representatives referred to in Chapter 2 paragraph 3 of the General Regulations, who have so requested 
or who have been designated by the Plenary Assembly.

RULE 7

Chairmen, Vice-Chairmen and Reporters of Committees

1. The Chairman of the conference shall submit for the approval o f the Plenary Assembly the choice 
of the Chairman, and of the Vice-Chairman or Vice-Chairmen of each committee.

2. The Chairman o f each committee shall propose to  his committee the nomination o f the reporters 
and the choice of the chairmen, vice-chairmen, and reporters o f the sub-committees which may be set up.

RULE 8 

Summons to Meetings

Meetings of the Plenary Assembly, committees, sub-committees and working groups shall be an
nounced in good time in the meeting place o f the conference.

RULE 9

Proposals presented before the Opening of the Conference

Proposals presented before the opening of the Conference shall be allocated by the Plenary Assembly 
to the appropriate committees appointed in accordance with Rule 5 of these Rules of Procedure. Nevertheless 
the Plenary Assembly itself shall be entitled to deal directly with any proposal.

RULE 10

Proposals or Amendments presented during the Conference

1. Proposals or amendments presented after the opening of the conference must be delivered to the 
Chairman of the conference, or to the Chairman of the appropriate committee, as the case may be. They may 
also be handed to the secretariat o f the conference for publication and distribution as conference documents.



Ri /3

2. No proposal or amendment may be presented unless signed or approved by the Head of the dele
gation concerned or by his deputy.

3. Every proposal or amendment shall give, in precise and exact terms, the text to be considered.

4. (1) The Chairman o f the conference or the Chairman of the appropriate committee shall decide 
in each case whether a  proposal or amendment shall be presented to delegations in writing or orally.

(2) In  general, the texts of all major proposals to  be put to the vote a t a meeting o f the Plenary 
Assembly shall be distributed, in good time, in the working languages of the Conference, in order tha t they 
may be studied before discussion.

(3) In addition, the Chairman o f the conference on receiving proposals or amendments referred 
to  in paragraph 1 of this Rule, shall refer them to the appropriate committee or to  the Plenary Assembly as 
the case may be.

5. Any authorized person may read,, or may ask to have read, at a meeting of the Plenary Assembly, 
any proposal or amendment submitted by him during the conference, and he shall be allowed to  explain his 
reasons therefor.

RULE 11

Conditions required for Discussion of, and Vote on, any Proposal or Amendment

1. No proposal or amendment submitted prior to the opening of thp conference or by a delegation 
during the conference may be discussed unless it is supported by at least one other delegation when it comes 
to  be considered.

2. Each proposal or amendment duly supported shall be submitted to a vote after discussion.

RULE 12

Proposals or Amendments passed over or postponed

When a proposal or an amendment has been passed over or when its examination has been postponed, 
the delegation sponsoring it shall be responsible for seeing that it is considered later.

RULE 13

Rules for Debates of the Plenary Assembly
1. Quorum

For a valid vote to  be taken at a meeting of the Plenary Assembly, more than half o f the delega
tions accredited to the Conference and having the right to  vote must be present or represented a t the meeting.

2. Order o f  debates

(1) Persons desiring to speak must first obtain the consent o f the Chairman. As a general rule, 
they shall begin by announcing in what capacity they speak.

(2) Any person speaking must express himself slowly and distinctly, separating his words and paus
ing as necessary in order that everybody may understand his meaning.

3. Motions o f  order and points o f  order

(1) During debates, any delegation may, when it thinks fit, submit a  motion o f order or raise a 
point o f order, which shall at once be settled by the Chairman in accordance with these Rules of Procedure. 
Any delegation may appeal against the Chairman’s ruling, which shall however stand unless a majority of the 
delegations present and voting are against it.

(2) A delegation submitting a motion o f order shall not, during its speech, discuss the substance 
o f the matter in question.

4. Priority o f  motions o f  order and points o f  order

The motions and points o f order mentioned in paragraph 3 of this Rule shall be dealt with in the 
following order:



Ri /4

a) any point o f order regarding the application o f these Rules o f Procedure;
b) suspension of a meeting;
c) adjournment of a meeting;
d) postponement of debate on the matter under discussion;
e) closure of debate on the matter under discussion;
f )  any other motions o f order or points o f order that may be submitted, in which case it shall be 

for the Chairman to  decide the relative order in which they shall be considered.

5. Motion fo r  suspension or adjournment o f  a meeting
During the discussion o f a question, a delegation may move that the meeting be suspended or 

adjourned, giving reasons for its proposal. If  the proposal is seconded, the floor shall be given to two speakers 
to oppose the suspension or adjournment and solely for that purpose, after which the motion shall be pu t to 
the vote.

6 . Motion fo r  postponement o f  debate
During discussion of any question, a delegation may propose that the debate be postponed for a 

stated period. Once such a proposal has been made, any discussion thereon shall be limited to no more than 
three speakers, not counting the person submitting the proposal: one for the motion, and two against.

7. Motion fo r  closure o f  debate
A delegation may af any time propose that discussion on the point at issue be closed when the list 

o f speakers whose names have so far been recorded has been exhausted. In  such cases, before a vote is taken 
on the proposal, the floor may be given to  not more than two speakers opposing the motion.

8 . Limitation o f  speeches
(1) The Plenary Assembly may, if necessary, decide how many speeches any one delegation may 

make on any particular point, and how long they may last.
(2) However, as regards questions o f procedure, the chairman shall limit the time allowed for a 

speech to a maximum of five minutes.
(3) When a speaker has exceeded the time allowed, the Chairman shall notify the Assembly and 

request the speaker to conclude his remarks briefly.

9. Closing the list o f  speakers
(1) During the debate, the Chairman may rule tha t the list o f speakers wishing to take the floor be 

read. He shall add the names of other delegations who indicate that they wish to speak and he may then, with 
the assent o f the Assembly, rule that the list be closed. Nevertheless, as an exceptional measure, the Chairman 
may rule, if he thinks fit, that a reply may be made to any previous statement, even after the list o f speakers 
has been closed.

(2) The list o f speakers having been exhausted, the Chairman shall declare discussion on the m atter
closed.

10. Question o f  competence
Any questions of competence that may arise shall be settled before a vote is taken on the substance 

of the matter under discussion.

11. Withdrawal and re-submission o f  a motion
The author of a motion may withdraw it before it is put to a vote. Any motion, whether it be amended 

c r not, which has been withdrawn from debate may be re-submitted or taken up by the author o f the amend
ment or by another delegation.

RULE 14 
Right to Vote

1. A t all meetings of the conference, the delegation o f a Member o f the Union duly accredited by that 
Member to take part in the work of the conference shall be entitled to one vote in accordance with Article 1 
o f the Convention.

2. The delegation o f a Member of the Union shall exercise the right to vote under the conditions 
described in Chapter 5 o f the General Regulations.



RULE 15 

Voting
1. Definition o f  a majority

(1) A majority shall consist o f one more than half the delegations present and voting.
(2) In computing a majority, delegations abstaining shall not be taken into account.
(3) In case of a tie, a proposal or amendment shall be considered rejected.
(4) For the purpose of these Rules of Procedure, a “ delegation present and voting” shall be a 

delegation voting for or against a proposal.
(5) The delegations present which do not participate in a particular vote or which expressly declare 

their unwillingness to participate therein shall not be considered absent for the purposes of determining the 
quorum, nor as abstaining for the purposes of paragraph 3 of this Rule.

2. Special majority
In cases where Members of the Union are to be admitted, the majority described in Article 1 of the 

Convention shall apply.

3. Abstentions o f  more than f i f ty  per cent.
When the number of abstentions exceeds half the number of votes cast (for, against, abstentions), con

sideration o f the matter under discussion shall be postponed to a later meeting, at which time abstentions 
shall not be taken into account.

4. Voting procedures
(1) The following voting procedures shall be adopted except in the case provided for in para

graph 5 of this Rule:

a) by a show of hands, as a general rule;
b) by roll call, if the above-mentioned procedure shows no clear majority or if so requested by 

a delegation.

(2) Votes by roll call shall be taken in the alphabetical order of the French names of the Members 
represented.

5. Secret ballot
Voting shall be by secret ballot when at least five of the delegations present and entitled to vote so 

request. In  such cases, the Secretariat shall at once take steps to ensure the secrecy of the vote.

6 . Prohibition o f  interruptions during votes

No delegation may interrupt once a vote has been begun, unless to raise a point of order in con
nection with the way in which the vote is being taken.

7. Reasons fo r  votes
The Chairman shall authorize any delegations which so request to give the reasons for their vote, 

after the vote has been taken.

8 . Voting on parts o f  a proposal
(1) When the author of a proposal so requests, or when the Assembly thinks it fit, that proposat 

shall be sub-divided and its various sections put to the vote separately. The parts of the proposal which have
been adopted shall then be put to the vote as a whole.

(2) If  all the sections of a proposal are rejected the proposal shall be regarded as rejected as a whole.

9. Order o f  voting on concurrent proposals
(1) When there are two or more proposals on any one matter, they shall be put to the vote in the 

order in which they were presented, unless the Assembly decides to the contrary.
(2) After each vote, the Assembly shall decide whether or not the following proposal shall be

voted on.

Ri /5
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10. Amendments

(1) Any proposal for modification consisting only of a deletion from, an addition to, or a change 
in a part of the original proposal shall be considered an amendment.

(2) Any amendment to a proposal accepted by the delegation submitting the proposal shall at 
once be embodied in the original proposal.

(3) No proposal for modification shall be regarded as an amendment if the Assembly considers 
it to be incompatible with the original proposal.

11. Voting on amendments

(1) When an amendment is submitted to  a proposal, a vote shall first be taken on the amendment.
(2) When two or more amendments are submitted to a proposal, the amendment furthest from

the original text shall be put to  the vote first; o f the remainder, that furthest from the proposal shall then 
be pu t to the vote and the same procedure shall be followed until all the amendments submitted have been 
considered.

(3) If  one or more amendments are adopted, the proposal thus amended shall then be pu t to
the vote.

(4) If  no amendment is adopted, the original proposal shall be put to  the vote.

RULE 16

Committees and Subcommittees 
Rules for Debates and Voting Procedures

1. The chairmen of all committees and subcommittees shall have powers similar to those conferred
by Rule 4 on the Chairman of the Conference.

2. The provisions set forth in Rule 13 for the conduct o f debates in the Plenary Assembly shall also 
apply to the discussions of committees and subcommittees, except in the matter of the quorum.

3. The provisions set forth in Rule 15 shall also apply to votes taken in committees and subcommittees, 
except as regards paragraph 2 .

RULE 17 

Reservations

1. As a general rule, any delegation whose views are not shared by the remaining delegations shall 
endeavour, as far as possible, to conform to the opinion of the majority.

2. However, if any decision appears to a delegation to be o f such a nature as to prevent its govern
ment from ratifying the Convention or from approving the revision of the Regulations, the delegation may 
make reservations, final or provisional, regarding this decision.

RULE 18 

Minutes of Plenary Assemblies

1. The minutes of Plenary Assemblies shall be drawn up by the secretariat o f the conference, which 
shall endeavour to. ensure their distribution to delegations as early as possible before the date on which they 
are to be considered.

2. After the minutes have been distributed, delegations may submit in writing to the secretariat o f the 
conference the corrections they consider to be justified; this shall be done in the shortest possible time. This 
shall not prevent them from presenting amendments orally during the meeting at which the minutes are 
approved.

3. (1) As a general rule, the minutes shall contain proposals and conclusions, together with the 
principal arguments for them, presented in terms as concise as possible.
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(2) However, any delegation shall have the right to require the insertion in the minutes, either sum
marized or in full, o f any statement it has made during the debates. In this case, the delegation should, as a 
general rule, announce this at the beginning of its statement in order to'facilitate the work of the reporters and 
must itself hand in the text to the secretariat o f the conference within two hours after the end o f the meeting.

4. The right accorded in paragraph 3 (2) regarding the insertion of statements in the minutes shall in 
all cases be used with discretion.

RULE 19
Summary Records and Reports of Committees and Subcommittees

1. (1) The debates of committees and subcommittees shall be summarized, meeting by meeting, in 
summary records, in which shall be brought out the essential points o f the discussion, and the various opinions 
of which note ought to be taken, together with any proposals or conclusions resulting from  the debate as a 
whole.

(2) Nevertheless, any delegation shall be entitled to invoke Rule 18, paragraph 3 (2).

(3) The right referred to above shall in all circumstances be used with discretion.

2. Committees and subcommittees may prepare any interim reports they deem necessary and, if  cir
cumstances warrant, they may submit, at the end of their work, a final report recapitulating in concise terms 
the proposals and conclusions resulting from the studies entrusted to them.

RULE 20
Approval of Minutes, Summary Records and Reports

1. (1) As a general rule, at the beginning of each meeting of the Plenary Assembly, committee, or sub
committee, the*Chairman shall inquire whether there are any comments on the minutes o f the previous meeting, 
or, in the case of committees or subcommittees, on the summary record of the previous meeting. These docu
ments shall be considered approved if no amendments have been handed in to the Secretariat and no objection 
is made orally. Otherwise, the appropriate amendments shall be made in the minutes or summary record a s , 
the case may be.

(2) Any interim  or final report must be approved by the committee or subcommittee concerned.

2. (1) The minutes of the last Plenary Assembly shall be examined and approved by the Chairman 
of the Assembly.

(2) The summary record o f the last meeting of each committee or subcommittee shall be examined 
and approved by the Chairman of the committee or subcommittee.

RULE 21 
Editorial Committee

1. The texts o f the Convention, the Regulations and other Final Acts of the conference, which shall 
be worded as far as practicable in their definitive form by the various committees, taking account o f  the views 
expressed, shall be submitted to an editorial committee charged with perfecting their form without altering* the 
sense and with combining them with those parts o f former texts which have not been altered.

2. The texts shall be submitted by the editorial committee to the Plenary Assembly of the conference, 
which shall approve them, or refer them back to the appropriate committee for further examination.

RULE 22 
Numbering <

1. The numbers of the chapters, articles and paragraphs of the texts subjected to revision shall be 
preserved until the first reading in Plenary Assembly. The passages added shall bear provisionally the numbers 
bis, ter, etc. and the numbers of deleted passages shall not be used.

2. The definitive numbering of the chapters, articles and paragraphs shall be entrusted to the editorial 
committee after their adoption at the first reading.
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RULE 23 

Final Approval

The texts of the Convention, the Regulations and other Final Acts shall be considered final when they 
have been approved at the second reading in Plenary Assembly.

RULE 24

Signature

The final texts approved by the conference shall be submitted for signature, in the alphabetical order 
of the French names of their countries, to the delegates provided with the full powers defined in Chapter 5 
o f the General Regulations.

RULE 25 

Press Notices

Official releases to the press about the work of the conference shall be issued only as authorized by the 
Chairman or a Vice-Chairman of the conference.

RULE 26 

Franking Privileges

During the conference, members of delegations, members of the Administrative Council, senior officials 
of the permanent organs of the Union, and the staff of the Secretariat o f the Union seconded to the con
ference shall be entitled to postal, telegraph and telephone franking privileges to the extent arranged by the 
government o f the country in which the conference is held in agreement with the other governments and 
recognized private operating agencies concerned.
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A. Proposals or general considerations relating 
to all or to a large number of the provisions of the Radio 

Regulations and of the Appendices

?

1 Bringing the Radio Regulations into line with the RTg

After the Telegraph Regulations. (Paris Revision, 1949) had been adopted, the General Secretariat 
considered what effect any changes made in the Telegraph Regulations might have on the Radio Regulations.

Although it is no t for the Secretary-General to amend the Regulations, the General Secretariat, in 
Circulars No. 619 (18 March) and 624 (10 May, 1950) drew attention to those provisions in the Regulations 
which it felt would be affected by the decisions taken in Paris.

As regards the RR  more particularly, Article 41, § 6 (2) seemed to require amendment. The nature of 
the change is shown opposite this provision in Section B, under the heading: Circ. 624/1950.

Although a new Telegraph and Telephone Conference has since been held (Geneva, 1958), we consider 
it necessary to  indicate the changes which took place as a result o f the Paris Conference — and which several 
Administrations have taken into account in their proposals — in order to draw attention to the fact that 
many o f the “existing provisions” of the RR  and the RA have changed since the Atlantic City Conference.

O ther changes will occur as a result o f the 1958 Telegraph and Telephone Conference in Geneva, but 
we have not had the time to  draw up a list o f them  here. This will be done later on. Nevertheless several 
Administrations have already made allowance in their proposals for changes which are to be made in the 
texts of the Regulations as a result of decisions taken at the 1958 Geneva Telegraph and Telephone Conference.

2 Recommendations by the Baltic and North Sea Radiotelephone Conference 
(Goteborg, 1955) (B.N.R.C.)

It will be remembered that the Baltic and N orth  Sea Radiotelephone Conference which met in Goteborg 
in September, 1955, took certain decisions about the maritime mobile radiotelephone service in the Baltic and 
N orth  Sea. The Agreement reached at the Conference contained some additional Radio Regulations, which 
the Conference, in its Recommendation No. 10, urged the signatory Administrations to implement with all 
possible despatch.

In its Recommendation No. 9, the Goteborg Conference also recommended tha t Administrations 
consider proposals for submission to the next Administrative Radio Conference with a view to the inclusion, 
in the Radio Regulations, o f a full, self-sufficient, set of rules for the running of the maritime mobile radio
telephone service in the bands between 1 605 kc/s and 3 800 kc/s. In its Resolution No. 7, it decided that 
pending consideration of the question by the next Administrative Radio Conference, ships of from 500 to
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1,600 tons displacement, compulsorily equipped with radio and used for international voyages, and equipped 
for radiotelephony only, must carry the RR  and RA, in so far as these regulations are applicable to radio
telephony.

We drew attention to this in the Telecommunication Journal, No. 12 (December, 1957), to which 
kindly refer for further details.*) This volume contains proposals submitted by various administrations on the 
basis o f the above-mentioned Recommendations. s

*) See also proposal 13, pages 7 and 11 to 25.

3 Name of the frequency unit

Decision of the International Electrotechnical Commission 
(I .E .C .)

\

The Director of the C. C. I. R. having asked the International Electrotechnical Commission (Geneva) 
to be informed of the decision reached regarding the frequency unit, this Commission has replied in the 
following terms.

The Director of the C. C. I. R. has proposed that this letter should be brought to the notice of the Pleni
potentiary Conference and the Administrative Radio Conference. We thought it would be of interest to 
reproduce it, as below:

“ In reply to your letter o f 1 November, 1957, the decision of the International Electrotechnical Com
mission regarding the designation of the frequency-unit dates from  its meeting in June, 1953, at Scheveningen, 
where the Committee on Electrical and Magnetic Magnitudes and Units recommended ‘the use of “hertz” ’, 
while nevertheless permitting the use of some other designation, provided however that it is correct.

“ Since that time, the use of ‘hertz’, which until then had been limited to the Central European coun
tries, has tended to become more ̂ general except in the English-speaking countries which continue to use 
‘cycles per second’. The French Electrotechnical Vocabulary, for instance, gives the ‘hertz’ as the frequency 
unit.

“A t the present time, in the French text o f I. E. C. publications, the terms ‘hertz’, ‘kilohertz’ and ‘me
gahertz’ are used exclusively, with the symbols ‘Hz’, ‘kHz’ and ‘MHz’, whereas in the English text, after 
having used the term ‘cycles per second’ (c/s) etc. exclusively, some of the Study Groups have recently asked 
that in future the symbol ‘Hz’, followed by the symbol ‘c/s’ in brackets, should be used in all publications 
prepared by them. The United States and United Kingdom delegations raised no objection to this request.

Yours faithfully,

(Signed): L. RUPPERT- 
Secretary.”

4 Administrations’ comments on proposals
for the Administrative Radio Conference, 1959

Members

E l Salvador. Has no proposals to submit.

French Overseas Postal and Telecommunication Agency. As this Agency took part in the meetings 
to revise the Radio Regulations which were organized by the Telecommunication Coordination Committee
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of the French Union in Paris, the proposals submitted by France represent the views of overseas posts and 
telecommunication authorities. . '

Associate Members:
\ D

British West Africa. Has no proposals, but supports those submitted by the United Kingdom.

British East Africa. Proposals from  British East Africa were submitted to the United K ingdom authori
ties and have been incorporated in the latter’s proposals.

Federation o f  Rhodesia and Nyasaland. Has ho proposals to submit.

Australia (Commonwealth of)

Annexes 5, 6 and 7 to the Final Acts of the E .A .R .C . (Geneva, 1951)

5 Australia proposes that the Administrative Radio Conference (Geneva, 1959) examine the Maritime 7 
Mobile plan with a view to consolidating allocations to that service and obtaining additional spectrum space 
fo r  other services, particularly the fix ed  service.

Annexes 8 and 9 to the Final Acts of the E .A .R .C . (Geneva, 1951)

6  Noting that the plans covering the Route and Off-Route Aeronautical Mobile Services provide fo r  the 
assignment o f  channels on a 7 to a 10 kc/s basis, Australia proposes that the Administrative^ Radio Conference 
( Geneva, 1959) review the plans with a view to reduction o f  the channel separation basis and to consolidation o f  
assignments, and that the resulting surplus spectrum space be allocated fo r  use by other services operating in 
bands adjacent to the aeronautical mobile bands.

7 Australia proposes that because o f  the difficulty o f  maintaining operations within the limits o f  the bands 
presently allotted fo r  industrial, scientific and medical purposes, the Administrative Radio Conference (Geneva, 
1959) review these bands with a view to their extension; it also proposes that the Conference should consider the 
question o f  provision o f  addidional I .S .M . bands below that centred on the frequency o f  13 560 kc/s.

8  Australia proposes that, in all lists and documents which they publish, the I. T. U. and I. C .A . O. should, 
as fa r  as practicable, employ standard symbols.



Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, Sweden

9 A

Coordination of functions of Aeronautical and Maritime Mobile Services in Search and Rescue Activities.
Use of Automatic Distress Radio Transmitters

In  case of distress, the functions of the radio services are the following:

The alarming of coast or aeronautical stations or of ships or aircraft in the vicinity of the scene 
o f distress, with indication — if possible — of the position of the ship or aircraft in distress.

The locating of the ship or aircraft in distress, as well as of lifeboats, liferafts, other survival 
craft, and shipwrecked persons.

Radio liaison: The establishing of radio liaison between rescue units and units in distress, and between the 
rescue units themselves.

Up-to-date high-speed aircraft are no t well suited for the use of 500 kc/s, because of difficulties in 
fitting the antenna, and such aircraft will probably neither be so in the future. For aircraft, the remaining 
possibility for establishing distress communication with the maritime services is therefore to use the radio
telephony distress frequency 2 182 kc/s, which is in fact already used by many ships. Considering the ever- 
increasing number of ships that are being equipped for radiotelephony in the 2 Mc/s band the establishment 
of communication on the said frequency will be considerably facilitated in future. The recommended con
tinuous watch on 2  182 kc/s by means of loud-speaker in the place on board wherefrom ships are usually 
navigated, and the proposed introduction o f the international telephone alarm signal would further increase 
the usefulness o f 2 182 kc/s for alarming. If  a sufficient number of Adcock DF  stations on 2 182 kc/s were 
established along the appropriate coast-lines, the frequency could also to some extent be utilized for locating 
purposes.

Since military aircraft are usually utilized for search and rescue operations, and since some important 
military organizations have already adopted the frequency 243 Mc/s for the function o f locating, this fre
quency should also be used on the civil side for the same purpose in order to ensure the standardization of 
civil and military radio equipments for search and rescue. For the purpose o f speedily locating lifeboats, life
rafts and other survival craft, a light, reliable and inexpensive automatic distress radio transmitter for 243 
Mc/s should be the international standard equipment on board these boats and rafts. The same transm itter 
could also be used by any person in distress a t sea if  it were small enough to be attached to a life jacket, and 
the provision of such transmitters should therefore be encouraged,to the largest possible extent.

It is furthermore important that the present status of the aeronautical emergency frequency 121.5 Mc/s 
be retained as prescribed in the RR. The frequency 121.5 Mc/s should consequently still be used for com
munication in case of distress or emergency, whereas the function of location should no t be carried out 
on this frequency but on a separate and undisturbed frequency channel as 243 Mc/s. The automatic distress 
radio transm itter for homing on 243 Mc/s might however very well be combined with a special equipment for 
121.5 Mc/s, although the weight and cost of the radio apparatus to be used by survivors would then be con
siderably increased. As on the other hand the automatic distress radio transm itter on 243 Mc/s must in any 
case be considered as a primary requirement for successful search operations, this transm itter should only 
be supplemented by an equipment for fulfilling the communication function, if feasible from a weight and 
cost point o f view.

Alarming:

Locating:



Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, Sweden ( cont'd)

Considering the above-mentioned facts, the following proposals are made by Denmark, Finland, Iceland, 
Norway and Sweden:

1 0  W ith a view to coordinating the functions of the aeronautical and maritime mobile services in case of 
distress the radiotelephony distress frequency 2  182 kc/s should be used internationally for alarming and 
communication purposes.

11 The frequency 243 M cjs should be used internationally for the purpose of locating in case of distress.

12 The emergency frequency 121.5 M cfs should be internationally used in the aeronautical mobile ser
vice for radio liaison in case of distress in addition to the radiotelephony distress frequency 2  182 kc/s.

13  • B

Editorial Revision of Chapters XIII, XIV and XV of the RR 
(Atlantic City, 1947)

The rules for the conduct o f the mobile radiotelephone service are a t present not to be found in one 
and the same suite of provisions, in the Atlantic City RR, which are chiefly concerned with the radiotelegraph 
service. It is true tha t Article 34 contains certain provisions for radiotelephony, but on the other hand it is 
stated that as far as is reasonable and practicable some of the provisions concerning the radiotelegraph service 
are applicable also to the maritime mobile radiotelephone service (Art. 34, 811).

It is considered that the technical provisions and the service rules regarding radiotelephony should be 
separated from those applicable to radiotelegraphy. Moreover it is believed that it would greatly facilitate the 
application of the regulations for the conduct o f different radio services, if these regulations were split up 
into separate sets of rules regarding the various services.

These views were shared by the Baltic and North  Sea Radiotelephone Conference (B .N .R .C .) held in 
Goteborg, in September, 1955. The Agreement concluded between the 13 Administrations that participated in 
this Conference contains, in Chapter IV, a set of Supplementary Radio Regulations drawn up by the Con
ference with a view to facilitating the implementation of its resolutions concerning the maritime mobile radio
telephone service within the area o f the Baltic and the N orth Sea in the frequency bands between 1 605 and 
3 800 kc/s allocated for use by the maritime mobile service.

Furthermore, in view of the fact that the existing RR  do no t contain a complete procedure for the 
conduct of the maritime mobile radiotelephone service, the Goteborg Conference recommended (Recommen
dation No. 9) that administrations should consider proposing to the next Administrative Radio Conference 
that a self-contained comprehensive set o f rules for the conduct o f the maritime mobile radiotelephone service 
in the bands between 1 605 and 3 800 kc/s should be included in the RR.

Similarly, the International Maritime V H F  Radiotelephone Conference held at the Hague in 1957, 
(H .M .R .C .), drew up Supplementary Radio Regulations for the Conduct of the International Maritime 
Mobile Radiotelephone Service in the V H F  bands.

Considering the advantages that, it is supposed, would be offered by a reclassification of the provisions 
of the RR  regarding radiotelegraphy and radiotelephony, and in response to  Recommendation No. 9 of the 
Goteborg Conference, it is suggested tha t an editorial revision of Chapters X III, XIV and XV of the RR  be 
made, and in the hope o f helping the work of the Conference the following draft proposal for a new arrange
ment o f these chapters is submitted.

6



This arrangement would facilitate the extraction from the Radio Regulations of a self-contained com
prehensive set o f rules for the conduct of any mobile radiotelegraph or radiotelephone service. An example of 
such an .extracted set o f rules is given in Appendix 1, which contains the international regulations, now in 
force, for the conduct o f the maritime mobile radiotelephone service in the frequency bands between 1 605
and 3 800 kc/s and which was published in the Telecommunication Journal (December, 1957).

o
As regards the aeronautical mobile radio service there may be a need for incorporating in the articles 

indicated below certain provisions for that service as well, unless it is considered better to group together the 
prescriptions regarding the Aeronautical Mobile Service in a separate chapter. The proposed disposition of 
the existing Chapters X III, XIV and XV of the RR  includes, besides Articles 27-41 (568-999) of the RR, 
Articles 1-12 of the RA, and extracts from the Final Acts of the Goteborg Conference (B .N .R .C .) and of the 
Hague Conference (H. M. R. C.).

W ith respect to the Final Acts of the Goteborg Conference it should be noted in this connection that a 
special proposal has been submitted regarding the.wording of Nos. 26 and 32 o f the B .N .R .C . Supple
mentary Regulations.
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Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, Sweden (cont'd)

CHAPTER X III .

Working conditions in the mobile services: technical provisions

Article 27

Conditions to Be Observed by Mobile Stations RR  573-579; 581-599; 711-712;
801-803

Article 28

Frequencies Allocated to the Mobile Services

Section I. Frequencies fo r  Radiotelegraphy

A. General Provisions
B. Frequency Bands 90-160 kc/s RR  740-741
C. Frequency Bands 405-535 kc/s RR  714; 724-730
D. Frequency Bands 1 605-3 800 kc/s RR  751; 823; 825
E. Frequency Bands 4 000-23 000 kc/s RR  755-760; 772-797

Section II. Frequencies fo r  Radiotelephony

A. General Provisions RR  808-810
B. Frequency Bands 1 605-3 800 kc/s RR  813-814; 823-825
C. Frequency Bands 4 000-23 000 kc/s RR  829
D. Frequency Bands 152-162 Mc/s RR  830-834

Article 29 ,

Emergency Installations. Frequencies to Be Used in Case o f  Dis
tress. Alarm Signals and Apparatus RR  600-601; 860-863; 920;

924-931; +  B .N .R .C . and
H .M .R .C .



Denmark; Finland, Iceland, Norway, Sweden fconfd)

CHAPTER XIV 

Working conditions in the mobile services: service procedure

Article 30 

Service Procedure fo r  Radiotelegraphy

Section I. General Provisions RR  580; 568-572; 602-608;
711-712

Section II. Working Hours and Hours o f  Watch RR  835-850; 852-859

Section III. Forwarding o f  Traffic

A. Preliminary Operations RR  609-610
B. Calls RR  615-618; 681-703
C. Frequency to Be Used for Calls and for Preparatory Signals RR  619-621; 801-803
D. Form  of Reply to Calls RR  630
E. Frequency to Be Used for Reply and for Preparatory Signals RR  631-635
F. Frequency to Be Used for Traffic RR  622-626; 636-647; 653-657; 

798-800
G. Indication of Number o f Radiotelegrams to Be Transmitted.

Transmission in Series. Daily Series RR  627-629; 648; 658
H. Long Radiotelegrams RR  659-663 '
I. Cessation of Transmission RR  611-614; 664 .
J. Difficulties in Reception RR  649-651
K. End of Traffic and W ork (End of Transmission Signal;

Acknowledgement of Receipt; End of Work) RR  665-675
L. Duration and Control o f Work RR  676-678
M. Tests RR  679-680
N. General Call “To All Stations” (CQ) and to Several Stations

W ithout Request for Reply RR  704-710
O. Special Provisions:

1) Frequency Bands 90-160 kc/s RR  740-750
2) Frequency Bands 405-535 kc/s RR  714-723; 727-732
3) Frequency Bands 1 605-2 850 kc/s RR  751
4) Frequency Bands 4 000-23 000 kc/s RR  752-754; 761-771; 798-800; 

(689)

Article 31 

Service Procedure fo r  Radiotelephony

Section I. General Provisions RR  568-572; 580; 604; 609-614;
664; 677-679; 805; (811)

Section II. Working Hours and Hours o f  Watch RR-835-841; 851-859

Section III. Forwarding o f  Traffic

A. General RR  804-807; 812
B. Special Provisions:

1) Frequency Bands 1 605-3 800 kc/s RR  813; 815-822; +  B .N .R .C .
2) Frequency Bands 4 000-23 000 kc/s RR  828
3) Frequency Bands 152-162 Mc/s RR  830-832 +  H. M .R .C .
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Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, Sweden (cont'd)

CHAPTER XV 

Radiotelegrams
RR  950-999; RA 2001-2139

CHAPTER XVI (New Chapter) 

Radiotelephone calls

CHAPTER XVII (New Chapter) 

Distress, Urgency and Safety Communications

Article 1

Distress and Alarm Signals. Distress Traffic 

Section I. General

Section II. Radiotelegraphy

A. Distress Signal and Traffic

B. A larm  Signal

Section III. Radiotelephony

A. Distress Signal and Traffic

B. A larm  Signal

RR  864-865; 871

RR  713-719; 733-739; 780; 
866- 8 6 8 ; 870; 872; 874-879; 
881-919; 600-601

RR  920-923

RR  813; 826-827; 869-870; 
873-875; 879-919 +  B .N .R .C . 
and H .M .R .C .

B .N .R .C .

Section I. General 

Section II. Radiotelegraphy 

Section III. Radiotelephony

Article 2 

Urgency Signal

RR  932-933; 936-942 

RR  934

RR  935 +  B .N .R .C . and
H .M .R .C .

Section I. General 

Section II. Radiotelegraphy 

Section III. Radiotelephony

Article 3 

Safety Signal

RR  945; 946-949 

RR  943

RR  944  +  B .N .R .C . and
H .M .R .C . .



Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, Sweden (confd)  

Appendix 1 to Proposal 13 regarding Editorial Revision of Chapters XIII, XIV and XV of the RR.

10

International Regulations

for the Conduct of the Maritime Mobile Radiotelephone Service in the Frequency Bands between 1 605 and 
3 800 kc/s.

TABLE  O F  CONTENTS

Foreword

I. General Provisions

II. Frequencies

III. Hours o f  Service and Watchkeeping

IV. Traffic

Preliminary Operations 
Calls
Frequency to  be Used for Calling and for Preparatory Signals 
Reply to Calls
Frequency for Reply to Calls and Preparatory Signals 
Indication o f the Frequency to  be Used for Traffic 
Indication o f Traffic to be Transmitted 
Difficulties in Reception 

' D uration and Control o f Work 
Tests
Procedure for Transmitting and Receiving Telegrams by Radiotelephone

V. Distress Signal and Distress Traffic

Emergency (Reserve) Installations 
Distress Signal, Distress Call and Distress Message 

General
Frequencies to  be Used in Case of Distress 
Distress Signal -
Distress Call 
A larm  Signal 
Distress Message 
Distress Traffic 

Acknowledgement o f Receipt of a Distress Message 
Repetition of a Distress Call or a Distress Message

VI. Urgency Signal

VII. Safety Signal
























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































