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Radio decisions 

Decisions from RA-07 and WRC-07 will 
speed up response to disasters 

Bruce Emirali 
Radio Frequency Manager, Directorate of CIS Strategy, New Zealand, and 

Bruce Gracie 
Senior Advisor, International Organizations, Industry Canada 

§ Significant measures to speed up re­
sponses to natural disasters were taken at 
the Radiocommunication Assembly (RA-07) 
and the World Radiocommunication Con­
ference (WRC-07), held in Geneva in Octo­
ber and November 2007. The two meetings 
adopted resolutions which pave the way for 
the implementation of practical measures to 
facilitate humanitarian assistance at the very 
early stages of emergency and disaster relief 
operations. 

World Radiocommunication 
Conference 

In adopting Resolution COM6/2 
(WRC-07) submitted jointly by Canada and 
New Zealand, the conference recognized 
that it is crucial to make immediately avail­
able pre-identified and pre-coordmated 
frequencies, and/or operation-flexible tech­
nologies, to allow near-instantaneous deci­
sions on the use of available radio-frequency 
spectrum. 

In times of disaster, radiocommunication 
facilities may be destroyed or impaired, and 
national regulatory authorities might not 
be able to provide the necessary spectrum 
management services for the deployment 
of radio systems for relief operations. Rec­
ognizing this, WRC-07 specified that efforts 

are needed to assist ITU Member States with 
their emergency communication prepared­
ness. Such efforts include promoting inter­
operability through the identification of indi­
vidual administrations' available frequencies 
within which equipment can operate, or the 
use of spectrum-flexible equipment that al­
lows for operation in variable spectrum-ac­
cess scenarios. The conference also agreed 
that the development of standard operating 
procedures for spectrum management in 
the event of disasters would improve both 
communication and coordination among 
humanitarian agencies that are part of the 
initial response teams. 

ITU to establish a database of available 
frequencies for use in emergencies 

A significant milestone was reached as 
the ITU Radiocommunication Bureau prom­
ised to provide such assistance by establish­
ing a database of available frequencies for 
use in emergencies. In accordance with Res­
olution COM6/2, the Bureau was instructed 
to facilitate online access to the database by 
administrations, national regulatory authori­
ties, and disaster relief agencies and organi­
zations. In turn, administrations were urged 
to provide up-to-date information concern­
ing their national frequency allocations and 
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spectrum management practices for emer­
gency and disaster relief radiocommunica­
tions. The submission of information by ad­
ministrations will be strictly on a voluntary 
basis, and can include, but is not limited to, 
the frequencies and frequency ranges listed 
in Resolution 646 (WRC-03) on public pro­
tection and disaster relief. 

In addition, the conference agreed to 
maintain Resolution 646 (WRC-03) and to 
modify Resolution 644 on radiocommuni­
cation resources for early warning, disaster 
mitigation and relief operations. On a related 
matter, it also adopted Resolution COM6/23 
(WRC-07), which underlines the essential 
nature of Earth observation data for moni­
toring and predicting climate change in dis­
aster situations. ITU's Radiocommunication 
Sector (ITU-R) is invited to study possible 
means of raising awareness of the essential 
role and global importance of Earth obser­
vation radiocommunication applications. 

Radiocommunication Assembly 
RA-07 adopted two new resolutions in 

the area of disaster relief operations: Reso­
lution ITU-R 55 and Resolution ITU-R 53. 
The former focuses on the development 

of spectrum management guidelines and 
standard operating procedures applicable 
in emergency and disaster relief operations, 
taking into account the breadth of ongo­
ing studies and activities in the ITU-R study 
groups. In both resolutions the need for 
close cooperation and collaboration is ex­
plicitly recognized, not only within ITU, but 
also with other international organizations, 
such as the Working Group on Emergency 
Telecommunications (WGET) of the United 
Nations Office for the Coordination of Hu­
manitarian Affairs (OCHA). 

More to be done 
Even though the critical importance of 

telecommunications in support of relief op­
erations is well recognized by the United Na­
tions and its Member States, work still needs 
to be done to ensure reliable communica­
tions in support of disaster relief operations. 
In particular, methods to achieve improved 
communications within the first 48 hours of 
a major disaster need urgent attention. The 
adoption of Resolution COM6/2 (WRC-07) 
represents an important and significant step 
in addressing this issue. § 
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