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imfemMowofe
Broadcasting Conference fo r A frica and neighbouring countries
opens in Geneva
he Second Session of the Regional Administrative Conference for the planning of
VHF/UHF television broadcasting in the African broadcasting area and neighbour
ing countries (namely Bahrain, Islamic Republic of Iran, Iraq, Oman, Qatar, Saudi
Arabia and the United Arab Emirates)—AFBC(2) opened on 13 November 1989
at the Geneva International Conference Centre (CICG). The First Session of
the Conference—AFBC(l)—was held in Nairobi (Kenya) from 22 September to
9 October 1986.

T

Committee 5—Regulatory Committee
C h airm an :
M r D. F. M atavire (Zim babw e)
V ice-C hairm an:
M r M. Derragui (A lgeria)
Committee 6—Editorial Committee

The first Plenary m eeting, chaired by
M r H. Y. Al-Kindy (O m an), elected
M r C. T. N D iongue (Senegal) as Chair
m an of the Conference. M essrs A. A.
Fahd (Saudi A rabia), I. J. Yombiyeni
(G abon), A. B ahreinian (Islam ic
Republic of Iran) and W. M. Kilonzo
(K enya) were elected Vice-Chairm en.

Committee 4—Planning Committee
C h airm an :
M r E. K am dem Kamga (C am eroon)
V ice-C hairm an:
M r H. A. I. M ustafawi (Q atar)

C h airm an :
M r A. Schlatter (France)
V ice-C hairm en:
M r C. L. Crespo M artinez (Spain)
M r J. Seleka (Tanzania)

The Conference also set up six C om m it
tees and one Technical W orking G roup
o f the Plenary and elected their respec
tive Chairm an and V ice-C hairm en as
follow s:
Committee 1—Steering Committee
The C hairm an of the Steering C om m it
tee is the C hairm an of the Conference,
assisted by the V ice-C hairm en of the
Conference as well as the C hairm en and
V ice-Chairm en of all the Com m ittees
and the Working G roup of the Plenary.
Committee 2—Credentials Committee
C h airm an :
M r R. J. L. Fernandes (M ozam bique)
V ice-C hairm an:
M r M. R. Al-Ani (Iraq)
Committee 3—Budget Control Committee
C h airm an :
M r A. Fayoumi (Egypt)
V ice-C hairm an:
M r A. Bizimana (R w anda)
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The rostrum o f the AFBC(2)

Technical Working Group of the Plenary
C h airm a n :
M r K. J. B. Yao (C ote d ’Ivoire)
V ice-C hairm an:
M r F. L. L etele (L esotho)
In his opening address, the ITU Sec
retary-G eneral, D r P. J. Tarjanne, re
called th a t broadcasting is one of the
m ost effective m eans o f dissem inating
inform ation to the public at large and
represents a universal vehicle of com m u
nication vital for socio-econom ic and
cultural purposes. “Any im provem ent of
the quality of program m e transm issions
including new dim ensions of significant
cultural and social im pact holds the
prom ise of leading the peoples o f Africa
and neighbouring countries towards
speedier national developm ent and the
prom otion of prosperity” he stated.
“Broadcasting and, in particular, tele
vision, has indeed been recognized as a
key contributor towards progress of
every kind in all parts of the w orld” he
added. “ International cooperation based
on m utual respect and understanding
and the full use o f the latest techniques
and inform ation will m ove us, once
m ore, tow ards the realization o f appro
priate so lu tio n s” concluded D r Tarjanne.
Background
Twenty-six years ago, A frica started to
establish plans for sound and television
broadcasting. T he current plan, provid
ing for the installation o f 10 604 stations
for Africa (4969 fo rF M sound broadcast
ing and 5635 television stations) was
drawn up by th e first A frican V H F /U H F
Broadcasting Conference for sound (fre
quency m o dulation) and television
broadcasting held in G eneva in 1963.
A t the tim e, not all the A frican countries
had been able to participate in th e C on
ference and since then, m any m ore sove
reign countries have em erged which
need to be included in a new plan.
M oreover, television broadcasting has
developed considerably w ith a conse
quent increased dem and for frequencies.

In addition, at the tim e of the 1963 C on
ference, propagation data applicable to
the region were, in m any areas, incom 
plete or even totally inexistent. New
technological developm ents and im 
proved broadcasting and television
standards have also been w itnessed in
the last two decades.
Finally, the W orld A dm inistrative Radio
C onference of 1979, w hich entirely
revised the Radio Regulations governing
th e use of frequencies, decided to extend
the upper end of the band used by FM
sound broadcasting from 100 to 108 M Hz
and one o f the bands used for television
from 223 to 230 MHz.
As a result, a new plan for sound broad
casting was drawn up in 1984 for the
w hole o f Region 1 (E urope, Africa and
the U SSR) and certain countries of
R egion 3 (nam ely A fghanistan and the
Islam ic Republic of Iran). The 1984 Plan,
covering som e 54 000 FM stations
(13 000 for Africa) came into force on
1 July 1987.
Purpose of the present Conference
The purpose of the AFBC is therefore to
com plete the action taken to review the
1963 Plan by revising the parts related to
television broadcasting. It was decided
to hold the Conference in two sessions.
T he F irst Session prepared the technical
bases and proposed planning m ethods to
assist the Second Session in establishing
a new frequency assignm ent plan* for
V H F /U H F television broadcasting in
certain frequency bands com prised be
tw een 47 and 862 M Hz. If the planning
principles adopted by the First Session
are confirm ed by the Second Session,
assignm ents of frequencies to television
stations betw een 862 and 960 M Hz will
follow the procedure set out in Article 12
of the Radio Regulations (N otification
and Recording procedure) and will not
be included in the 1989 Plan.
* A n assignm ent plan is a plan which
provides specific frequencies to each station
for w hich frequencies were required.

Work undertaken by the ITU for AFBC in
the period 1986-1989
Since 1986, adm inistrations subm itted
th eir frequency requirem ents for all
th eir existing and planned television sta
tions to the International Frequency
Registration Board (IFR B ). A fter having
developed the necessary com puter soft
ware, the IFRB prepared a first draft Plan
on the basis of the decisions m ade at
A F B C (l), taking account o f all the
requirem ents subm itted. T he result of
the exercise was th en subm itted to each
adm inistration for evaluation and sub
m ission o f any m odifications considered
necessary as far as th eir country was con
cerned. A second draft Plan has now
been prepared, on the basis of the com 
m ents received, for subm ission to the
Conference.
W ith respect to radiocom m unication
issues, the International Radio C onsul
tative C om m ittee (C C IR ) was requested
to undertake certain propagation studies
relevant to the use o f the V H F /U H F
band in the planning area and to con
tinue its studies on sharing criteria for
the fixed and m obile services (bands
223-235 M H z and 790-862 M H z). The
CCIR was also requested to pursue its
studies for the geographical division of
the area into propagation zones and to
study, from the view point of protection
against interference, the technical
characteristics and effectiveness of cir
cularly polarized em issions for tele
vision broadcasting, indicating the
related advantages and disadvantages.
Outcome of the Conference
The Conference term inated on 8 D e
cem ber 1989 w ith the signing of the
F inal Acts. D uring A FB C (2), the entire
1963 Plan has been reviewed taking into
account the new technical and geopoliti
cal realities of the region. A two-day
Regional Conference was held on 4 and
5 D ecem ber to abrogate the 1963 Plan.
A com plete report on the decisions of
A FB C (2) will be published in a forth
com ing issue of the “Jo u rn a l”.
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