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BC-R2: the First Session

he First Session of the Regional Administrative Radio Conference to establish a
plan for the broadcasting service in the band 1605-1705 kHz in Region 2, completed
its work at the International Conference Centre in Geneva on 1 May 1986, one day before
schedule.

T

Twenty countries were represented by
some 85 delegates. The Conference,
which began on 14 April, was chaired by
M r F. Savio C. Pinheiro (Brazil), with
M essrs J. G uerra (A rgentina), C. M.
M artinez A lbuerne (Cuba) and J. C.
M cKinney (U nited States) acting as
Vice-Chairmen.
In accordance with its agenda, the First
Session prepared a report for the Second
Session, due to be held in 1988, on the
basis of which the latter will establish a
plan for the use of the band 1605-1705
kHz by the broadcasting service in the
Americas.

1. The report

The 95-page report includes eight chap
ters, as well as two annexes, two R esolu
tions and seven R ecom m endations. The
chapters introduce the technical stan
dards selected as a basis for planning, as
well as planning principles, m ethod and
criteria, guidelines for the agreem ent to
be drafted by the Second Session of the
Conference, and guidelines for intersessional activities by the Region’s adm inis
trations and by the International F re 
quency Registration Board (IFRB).
The two Resolutions refer to the trans
m ission of the report by the First Session
to the Second Session and especially to
the updating by the IFRB of the M aster
International Frequency Register with
regard to assignm ents to non-broadcast
ing stations (fixed, m obile, aeronautical
radionavigation and radiolocation ser
vices) in the frequency band 1605-1705
kHz. In the light of the broadcasting plan
to be established by the Second Session
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and from a date to be decided by that
same session, the band 1605-1625 kHz
will be allocated exclusively to the
broadcasting service and the band 16251705 kH z will be allocated to the broad
casting service on a primary basis, to the
fixed and m obile services on a perm itted
basis and to the radiolocation service on
a secondary basis. Region 2 adm inistra
tions are therefore urged to review any
assignm ent in these bands to non-broad
casting stations with a view to cancelling
all those which are no longer in use.
The seven Recom m endations cover:
— the convening of the Second Session
(if possible in a Region 2 country);
— the use of the band 1605-1705 kHz in
Region 2 by the non-broadcasting
services (recom m ending that the
Region 2 adm inistrations should
henceforth refrain from assigning
frequencies in the band 1625-1705
kHz to non-broadcasting stations,
and that, w hen using frequencies in
the band 1605-1705 kHz for such ser
vices, they should take all necessary
steps to ensure th at the full im ple
m entation of the Plan to be adopted
by the Second Session is not com pro
m ised) ;
— the continuation of studies concern
ing sharing criteria for services using
the band 1625-1705 kH z in Region 2
(recom m ending th at adm inistrations
co-operate with the International
Radio
Consultative
Com m ittee
(CCIR) in these stu d ies);
— technical criteria for interregional
sharing;
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— the incorporation of this allotm ent
plan and associated provisions, to be
established at the Second Session, in
the Radio Regulations by the W orld
A dm inistrative Radio Conference on
the use of the geostationary-satellite
orbit and the Second Session of
which is to be held towards the end of
1988. Only a W orld Adm inistrative
Radio Conference is em pow ered to
incorporate any regional plan and
associated provisions in the Radio
Regulations.
2. The future Plan

The broadcasting Plan for the frequency
band 1605-1705 kHz for Region 2, accord
ing to the bases established by the First
Session of the Conference, will be an
allotm ent plan. T he existing broadcast
ing plans are frequency assignm ent
plans, which m eans th at they were estab
lished in accordance with the national
requirem ents subm itted by adm inistra
tions, each station being “assigned” a
particular frequency.
The Plan covering the frequency band
535-1605 kHz for M F broadcasting in
Region 2 (the Americas), established in
Rio de laneiro in 1981, is a frequency
assignm ent plan, in accordance with the
requirem ents expressed by the Region’s
adm inistrations. Since the band 16051705 kHz was added to the band 535-1605
kHz by the 1979 W orld A dm inistrative
Radio Conference (WARC-79), it was
decided to establish an allotm ent rather
than an assignm ent plan.
The Plan will be based on the use of stan
dardized param eters established by the
First session of the Conference for 10
channels available in the band 1605-1705
kHz. Region 2 will be divided into allot
m ent areas, to which a m inim um num 
ber of channels will be “allo tted ”. Each
country will be entitled to use one or
m ore o f these channels. This makes it
possible to avoid the constraints of an
assignm ent plan and offers adm inistra
tions greater flexibility for setting-up
new broadcasting stations.
3. The Second Session

The Second Session will be convened in
1988 w hen the R eport of the CCIR con
cerning intersessional studies on sharing
criteria, as well as th at of the IFRB in
regard to field strength, should enable
the establishem ent of the Plan and the
specific technical criteria to be observed
for the planning of future broadcasting
services.

