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Twenty-five countries sign Regional Agreement 
for the medium frequency 

In addition, the IFRB was responsible for 
the development and adaptation of com­
puter programs to serve the Conference 
needs, which included direct access to the 
ITU computer facilities in Geneva, as 
well as substantial computer support by 
the Empresa Brasileira de Telecomuni­
ca9oes SA (EMBRA TEL) and various 
mini-computers at the Conference. broadcasting service in Region 2 

The Regional Administrative MF Broad­
casting Conference (Region 2-the 
Americas) concluded Its work on 19 De­
cember with the signing of an Agreement 
by the representatives of 25 countries. 
The Agreement is subject to approval by 
the competent authorities of those coun­
tries. It is open to accession by all other 
countries in the Region, which comprises 
countries of North and Central America 
and Latin America and the Caribbean 
areas. 
A full report of the Conference will be 
published in a forthcoming number of 
the Telecommunication Journal. 

The Conference was convened in two for­
mal sessions: 

First Session at Buenos Aires (March . 
1980), to prepare the technical criteria 
used for the planning of the medium 
wave band concerned (535-1605 kHz) of 
the radio frequency spectrum and to 
establish the related technical parameters 
(see Telecommunication Journal, Vol. 
47, No. VII, pages 434-435 , July 1980). 
Second Session at Rio de Janeiro (9 No­
vember-19 December 1981) to establish 
an Agreement, Frequency Assignment 
Plan and the associated provisions for the 
future planning and operation of the me­
dium wave broadcasting stations 
throughout the whole of the Region. 
The Conference was chaired by Mr. Ro­
m ulo Furtado, Secretary General of 
Communications at the Ministry of 
Communications, Brazil. 

Speaking at the closing ceremony, Mr. 
Furtado emphasized the importance of 
the results of the Conference as a hall­
mark in the history of medium frequency 
broadcasting throughout the Region. For 
the first time, he said, there was an inter­
nationally agreed legal basis for the plan­
ning and operation of medium wave 
broadcasting services in the Region. 
Procedural provisions have also been 
adopted to enable the future development 
of services, consistent with individual 
countries' needs . 

The Agreement and Plan ar.e to be re­
viewed, no later than 1988 , at a regional 
administrative conference when the plan­
ning of services in the band 1605-1705 

kHz is to proceed. This additional band 
was allocated for broadcasting on a 
phased basis by the World Administra­
tive Radio Conference in 1979. 

Between the First and Second Sessions 
studies were carried out by the IFRB 
with the assistance of a Panel of Experts 
established by the First Session on the 
service requirements submitted by all 
countries. 

Twenty-six countries took part in the 
Conference, the Cuban Delegation on in­
structions from its Government with­
drawing during the early part of the sixth 
week. The Plan includes the require­
ments submitted by all countries of the 
Region, including 12 which did not parti­
cipate in the Conference. They have been 
encouraged to observe the Plan and asso­
ciated provisions , and it is expected that 
future bilateral discussions will be initiat­
ed during 1982 on any incompatibilities. 

Visit of the Secretary-General bf ITU to Chile 

In response to an official government in­
vitation, Mr. M. Mili, Secretary-General 
of ITU, visited Chile from 4 to 7 No-

-vemher 1981 and entered into discus­
sions with several governmentar''authori­
ties. During the visit the Minister of 
Transport and Telecommunications, Air 
Force General Caupolican Boisset Muji­
ca, and Mr. Mili signed an administrative 

· arrangement concerning a technical co­
operation programme to be carried out 

.by the ITU. 

This programme covers, in particular, 
activities such as radio frequency man­
agement, the maritime mobile service, 
network planning, expansion of the tele­
phone service in rural areas, satellite 
communications and training. 
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The signing of the technical co-operation agreement between the ITU and the Govern-
ment of Chile: (left) Mr. M. Mili, Secretary-General of ITU, (right) Air Force General 
Caupolicdn Boisset Mujica, Minister of Transport and Telecommunications. Standing 
behind Mr. Mili is Mr. P. Bronz ini, Head of the Americas Division, ITU's Technical 
Co-operation Department 
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