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Regional Administrative MF Broadcasting 
Conference (Region 2)

The first session of the Regional Administrative M F Broadcasting Confer­
ence for Region 2 (the Americas) was opened in Buenos Aires on 10 March 1980  

by Brigadier General Eduardo Oscar Corrado, Secretary of State for Communications 
of Argentina.

T he purpose o f  this first session was to 
fo rm ulate  the technical and opera tional 
criteria  and  the p lann ing  m ethods w hich 
will serve as a basis for the p repara tion , 
by the second session, o f a frequency as­
signm ent p lan  for the M F broadcasting  
band in Region 2 (535-1605 kHz).
In his opening address G eneral C orrado , 
after sketching the h istory  o f  b roadcast­
ing in the A m erican  con tinen t, said tha t 
technological advances, new  techniques 
for spectrum  m anagem ent, and  the new 
standards laid  dow n for the  broadcasting  
services by the W orld  A dm in istra tive  R a­
dio C onference (W A R C -79), all show ed 
th a t the tim e had com e for the A m ericas 
to  undertake  this updating  o f  b roadcast­
ing regulations, th is tim e w ith a view to 
con tinen t-w ide planning.
“ T he  agreem ents still in  force on this 
sub ject” , stated G enera l C orrado , “ are 
incom plete , as they only involve groups 
o f countries. W hen concluded they  were 
the w ork o f  v isionaries; b u t the tim e has 
com e to  bring  them  up to  date  from  a 
technical standpo in t, and  to  com plete  
them  in accordance w ith th e  in terest o f 
all concerned .”

G eneral C orrado  concluded  by declaring 
the conference form ally  open.

D uring  the opening m eeting M r. M. M ili, 
Secretary-G eneral o f IT U , spoke o f  the

conference as a m ajo r event in th a t it was 
“ the  first tim e th a t all the  coun tries o f 
N o rth  A m erica, L atin  A m erica and the 
C aribbean  are  m eeting under IT U  aus­
pices to  undertake the p lann ing  o f the 
frequencies reserved for th e ir b roadcas t­
ing services” . M r. M ili w ent on to  evoke 
the im p o rtan t changes in th e  R adio  
R egulations m ade by W A R C -79 w hich 
w ould have a bearing on the present 
C onference.
T he Secretary-G eneral o f  IT U  concluded 
by paying tribu te  to  the m eticu lous p rep ­
a ra tio n  for the presen t conference w hich 
had been carried  ou t by the Inter- 
A m erican  T elecom m unications C onfer­
ence (CITEL).

Structure of the Conference

L ater the sam e day the first p lenary  
m eeting elected as C hairm an  o f the 
C onference M r. R oberto  J. P. Severini 
(A rgentina), and  as V ice-C hairm en M r. 
R obert E. Lee (U nited  States) and  M r. 
C arlos M artinez A lbuerne (Cuba).
T he  C onference th en  set up six co m m it­
tees:

□ Committee 1 

Steering Committee

C hairm an : 
the C hairm an  o f  the C onference

Left to right: Messrs. R. E. Butler, Deputy Secretary-General ITU : M. Mili: R. Severini: 
A. Berrada, Chairman IFRB and R. C. Kirby, Director CCIR

V ice-C hairm en:
the V ice-C hairm en o f the C onference

Term s o f  reference:
T o co-o rd inate  the w ork o f  the C o m m it­
tees, fix the tim etab le  o f m eetings, etc.

□ Com mittee 2 

Credentials Committee

C hairm an :
M r. C arlos Ju lio  M artinez (V enezuela)

V ice-C hairm an:
C olonel Bias D enis N icosia  (U ruguay)

Term s o f  reference:
T o  verify the creden tia ls o f  delegations 
and to  rep o rt on its conclusions to  the 
p lenary  m eeting w ith in  the tim e specified 
by the la tte r (N o. 369 o f  the In ternational 
T elecom m un ica tion  C onven tion , M ala- 
ga-T orrem olinos, 1973).

□ Committee 3
Budget Control Committee

C hairm an :
M r. M iguel P izarro  A ragones (Chile)

V ice-C hairm an :
M r. O svaldo R odriguez C adena 
(C olom bia)

Term s o f  reference:
T o  determ ine  the o rgan ization  and the 
facilities available to  the delegates, and to 
exam ine and  app rove  the accounts for 
expend itu re  incurred  th roughou t the d u r­
ation  o f  the C onference (N o. 442 o f  the 
In ternational T e lecom m un ica tion  C o n ­
vention , M alaga-T orrem olinos, 1973).

□ Com mittee 4

Technical Criteria Committee

C hairm an :
M r. C arlos R om ero  Sanjines (Peru) 

V ice-C hairm an:
M r. G illes C ourtem anche (C anada)

Term s o f  reference:
T o establish the technical crite ria  for the 
basis for the p repara tion , by the second 
session o f  the C onference, o f  the F re ­
quency  A ssignm ent P lan  for the M F 
B roadcasting Band (535-1605 kH z) in 
Region 2, taking in to  accoun t the follow ­
ing non-exhaustive  list o f  item s:
—  defin itions;
—  propagation  d a ta ;
—  m odu la tion  standards and channel 

spacing;
—  p ro tec tion  ratios, including noise 

level;
—  required  values for the m in im um  us­

able field strength , for the usable field 
strength and for the nom inal usable 
field strength ;
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—  transm itting  an ten n a  characteristics 
and  tran sm itte r powers.

□ Com mittee 5

Planning Criteria Com mittee

C hairm an :
M r. A rth u r C. de A rau jo  Ituassu 
(Brazil)

V ice-C hairm an:
M r. R on  C ase (G uyana)

Term s o f  reference:
a) T o  establish  the p lann ing  crite ria  and 
m ethods for the basis for the p repara tion , 
by the second session o f  the C onference, 
o f  a F requency A ssignm ent P lan  for the 
M F B roadcasting Band (535-1605 kH z) 
in Region 2.
b) T o  specify the form  in w hich requ ire ­
m ents for inclusion  in to  the F requency 
A ssignm ent P lan should  be subm itted  to 
the U n io n  and to  fix a da te  by w hich they 
should be subm itted .
c) T o  adop t any  recom m endation  w hich 
the first session m ay consider useful for 
the second session o f  the C onference.

□ Com mittee 6 

Editorial Committee

C hairm an :
M r. M elchor H uerta  M artinez 
(M exico)
la ter replaced by M r. Ja im e R obledo 
R om ero  (M exico)

V ice-C hairm en:
M r. L ucien A dam  (H aiti)
M r. P h ilip  D. Cross (Jam aica)

T erm s o f  reference:
T o perfect the form  o f  the approved  texts 
o f  th e  first session w ithou t a ltering  the 
sense (N o. 527 o f the In ternational T e le ­
com m un ication  C onven tion , M alaga- 
T o rrem o linos, 1973).

Results o f the first session of the Confer­
ence

T he first session o f the C onference drew  
up a R eport o f  eight chap te rs together 
w ith a nu m b er o f reso lu tions and recom ­
m endations w hich will be subm itted  to 
the second session o f the C onference, to 
be held in  N ovem ber 1981.

Planning principles

T he  C onference decided th a t the P lan to 
be established by the second session shall 
be based on the p rincip le  o f equal rights 
for all coun tries large or sm all. It should 
also m ake prov ision  for the requirem ents 
o f adm in is tra tio n s as defined in 
C h ap te r 7 o f  its R ep o rt and  ensure satis­
factory reception  cond itions for all co u n ­
tries, allow ing for the d ifferent situations 
w hich arise in the coun tries o f  Region 2.

P lann ing  shall be based on the use o f 
th ree classes o f stations, nam ely  Classes 
A, B and  C. T he p rim ary  and secondary  
service areas o f  C lass A  stations shall be 
protected . F or C lass B and C lass C sta­
tions, only the p rim ary  service area shall 
be protected . T he  P lan  shall be based on 
the pow er o f  sta tions as notified to the 
IFR B  for the estab lishm en t o f  the basic 
inven tory . M odifications to  the basic in ­
ventory , as well as m odifications to  the 
P lan  to  be p repared  by the second session 
o f  the C onference, shall be subject to 
pow er lim itations.

Channel spacing and carrier frequencies

N o agreem ent was reached on this topic 
at the first session o f the C onference and 
under R eso lu tion  A the m atte r was re­
ferred to  the IFR B  and a Panel o f  Experts 
for the p rep ara tio n  o f  a com parative  re­
p o rt on 9 and  10 kH z channel spacings, 
w hich will be subm itted  to  the second 
session.
T he  Panel o f  E xperts was appo in ted  by 
the C onference under R eso lu tion  C, 
w hich invited  the follow ing coun tries to 
take p art: A rgentina, Brazil, C anada, 
C uba, M exico, Peru , U n ited  States o f 
A m erica  and  U ruguay.

Interregional interference

A ccoun t was taken  o f  possible in te r­
regional in terference in R ecom m enda­
tion  D  w hich recom m ended  to  the A d­
m in is tra tions o f  Region 2 “ th a t upon  re­
cep tion  o f IFRB w eekly c ircu lars in d ica t­
ing th a t sta tions in Regions 1 and 3 will 
be p u t in to  service, they assess the possi­
b ility  o f  in terreg ional in terference to  the ir 
sta tions; th a t, in  those cases w here possi­
ble in terreg ional in terference is expect­
ed, the adm in is tra tions forw ard im m e­
diately  th e ir concern  to  the IFR B  and  to  
the ad m in is tra tio n  responsib le for the n o ­
tified sta tion  in o rder th a t the necessary 
steps be taken  to rem ove the interference 
in accordance w ith A rticles 12 and 15 o f 
the R adio  R egu la tions” .

Reader
survey questionnaire

During the month of May most of 
our readers w ill have received a 
questionnaire concerning the 
Telecommunication Journal. How­
ever some of our readers receive 
their copy through a bulk order 
made by their adm inistration or 
company. In order to  give these 
readers the opportunity of reply­
ing to  the questionnaire we have 
reprinted it in this issue.

Award 
of the Legion of Honour 
to the Secretary-General
of ITU

800179 (SIRP-PTT)

A t an in tim ate  cerem ony held a t the O f­
fice o f  the Secretary o f  S tate for Posts, 
T elecom m un ications and Telediffusion 
in Paris on F riday , 18 A pril last follow ­
ing the closure o f the m eeting o f  the 
W orld  P lan C om m ittee , M r. N orbert 
Segard, Secretary o f  State for the P T T  
(on the right in  o u r photo) aw arded the 
insignia o f  Officer o f  the Legion o f H o n ­
our to  M r. M. M ili, Secretary-G eneral o f 
IT U .

Seminar on frequency 
management

A Sem inar on frequency m anagem ent 
and the use o f  the rad io  frequency spec­
tru m  and  the geostationary  satellite  o rb it 
will be held at IT U  headquarters in 
G eneva from  24 N ovem ber to  5 D e­
cem ber 1980.
O rganized by the In te rna tiona l F re­
quency R egistration  Board (IFRB) every 
tw o years since 1963, the Sem inar is in ­
tended  to  give a general survey o f the R a­
dio R egulations and the procedures to  be 
used by M em ber coun tries to  ensure rec­
ognition  o f frequency assignm ents.
T he 1980 S em inar w ill be based on the 
R adio  R egulations as revised by the 
W orld  A dm in istra tive  R adio  C onference 
(W A R C -79), and  on related  decisions o f 
th a t C onference and  will cover all rad io ­
co m m un ica tion  services. D etails will also 
be given on the im p lem en ta tion  o f  the 
decisions o f  o th er conferences including:
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