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17 may 1970

second world

telecommunication day

“telecommunications and education”

At its 24th Session (Geneva, 1969) the
ITU Administrative Council decided by
Resolution No. 660 that the second World
Telecommunication Day should be held
on 17 May 1970 and that its theme should
be “ Telecommunications and Education ”.

This theme, which is associated with the
decision of the United Nations to make
1970 “ Education Year ”, has two aspects
to it—the use of telecommunications for
educational purposes and the training of
telecommunication specialists.

The first World Telecommunication Day
was celebrated in 1969. Information on the
various events and activities that took place
reached us from the following 88 countries:
Algeria, Argentina, Australia, Barbados,
Belgium, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burma, Burundi,
Canada, Central African Republic, Ceylon,
Chile, China, Colombia, Congo (Kin-
shasa), Costa Rica, Cuba, Cyprus, Daho-
mey, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El

Salvador, Ethiopia, Federal Republic of
Germany, Finland, France, Ghana, Greece,
Guatemala, Guinea, Guyana, Honduras,
Hungarian People’s Republic, India, Indo-
nesia, Iran, Iraq, Israel, Italy, Jamaica,
Japan, Kenya, Kuwait, Laos, Lebanon,
Libya, Madagascar, Mali, Malta, Mexico,

Monaco, Morocco, Netherlands, New
Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria,
Norway, Pakistan, Panama, Papua,
Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Poland

(People’s Republic of), Saudi Arabia,
Senegal, Singapore, Somalia, South Africa
(Republic of), Southern Yemen, Swaziland,
Switzerland, Sudan, Syria, Tanzania,
Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago,
Tunisia, Uganda, United Arab Republic,
United States, Upper Volta, Venezuela,
Yugoslavia, Zambia.

The ITU has published a brochure based
on this information and the telegrams
received at ITU headquarters from various
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Member countries, the Secretary-General
of the United Nations, specialized agencies,
international organizations, universities
and firms. This brochure gives an overall
picture of the ceremonies held to mark the
first World Telecommunication Day and
gives some idea of the multiplicity of the
celebrations and activities which took place
(special postmarks, exhibitions, lectures,
publication of articles in the press, radio
and television programmes, distribution of
posters).

Several administrations have already in-
formed us of the preparations they are
making for 1970; some of them, like the
Swiss PTT, are planning to designate
11 to 17 May as  telecommunication
week . Competitions will be organized in
schools and Brazil has decided to award
an ITU Trophy to the participants of an
international competition for radio ama-
teurs, details of which are given opposite.



