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(Convention, Art. 1) 

INTERNATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATION 
CONVENTION 

PREAMBLE 

While fully recognizing the sovereign right of each country to regulate 
its telecommunication, the plenipotentiaries of the Contracting Govern­
ments, with the object of facilitating relations and co-operation between 
the peoples by means of efficient telecommunication services, have agreed 
to conclude the following Convention. 

The countries and groups of territories which become parties to the 
present Convention constitute the International Telecommunication 
Union. 

CHAPTER I 

Composition, Functions and Structure of the Union 

ARTICLE 1 

Composition of the Union 

1. The International Telecommunication Union shall comprise Mem­
bers and Associate Members. 

2. A Member of the Union shall be: 
a) any country or group of territories listed in Annex 1 upon signature 

and ratification of, or accession to, this Convention, by it or on its 
behalf; 

b) any country, not listed in Annex 1, which becomes a Member of the 
United Nations and which accedes to this Convention in accordance 
with Article 18; 

c) any sovereign country, not listed in Annex 1 and not a Member of 
the United Nations, which applies for Membership in the Union 
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and which, after having secured approval of such application by 
two-thirds of the Members of the Union, accedes to this Convention 
in accordance with Article 18. 

7 3. An Associate Member of the Union shall be: 

a) any country, territory or group of territories listed in Annex 2 
upon signature and ratification of, or accession to, this Convention, 
by it or on its behalf; 

8 b) any country which has not become a Member of the Union in accord­
ance with 4 to 6 by acceding to this Convention in accordance with 
Article 18, after its application for Associate Membership has 
received approval by a majority of the Members of the Union; 

9 c) any territory or group of territories, not fully responsible for the 
conduct of its international relations, on behalf of which a Member 
of the Union has signed and ratified or acceded to this Convention 
in accordance with Article 18 or 19, provided that its application 
for Associate Membership is sponsored by such a Member, after 
the application has received approval by a majority of the Members 
of the Union; 

10 d) any trust territory on behalf of which the United Nations has acceded 
to this Convention in accordance with Article 20, and the appli­
cation of which for Associate Membership has been sponsored by 
the United Nations. 

11 4. If any territory or group of territories, forming part of a group 
of territories constituting a Member of the Union, becomes or has become 
an Associate Member of the Union in accordance with 7 and 9, its rights 
and obligations under this Convention shall be those of an Associate 
Member only. 

12 5. For the purposes of 6, 8 and 9, if an application for Membership 
or Associate Membership is made, by diplomatic channel and through the 
intermediary of the country of the seat of the Union, during the interval 
between two Plenipotentiary Conferences, the Secretary-General shall 
consult the Members of the Union; a Member shall be deemed to have 
abstained if it has not replied within four months after its opinion has been 
requested. 
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ARTICLE 2 

Rights and Obligations of Members and Associate Members 

13 1. (1) All Members shall be entitled to participate in conferences 
of the Union and shall be eligible for election to any of its organs. 

1 4 (2) Each Member shall have one vote at all conferences of the Union, 
at meetings of the International Consultative Committees in which it parti­
cipates and, if it is a Member of the Administrative Council, at all sessions 
of that Council. 

13 (3) Each Member shall also have one vote in all consultations 
carried out by correspondence. 

16 2. Associate Members shall have the same rights and obligations as 
Members of the Union, except that they shall not have the right to vote in 
any conference or other organ of the Union or to nominate candidates 
for membership of the International Frequency Registration Board. They 
shall not be eligible for election to the Administrative Council. 

ARTICLE 3 

Seat of the Union 

17 The seat of the Union shall be at Geneva. 

ARTICLE 4 

Purposes of the Union 

18 1. The purposes of the Union are: 

a) to maintain and extend international co-operation for the improve­
ment and rational use of telecommunication of all kinds; 

19 b) to promote the development of technical facilities and their most 
efficient operation with a view to improving the efficiency of tele­
communication services, increasing their usefulness and making 
them, so far as possible, generally available to the public; 

20 c) to harmonize the actions of nations in the attainment of those 
common ends. 
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21 2. To this end, the Union shall in particular: 

a) effect allocation of the radio frequency spectrum and registration 
of radio frequency assignments in order to avoid harmful inter­
ference between radio stations of different countries; 

22 b) coordinate efforts to eliminate harmful interference between 
radio stations of different countries and to improve the use made of 
the radio frequency spectrum; 

23 c) foster collaboration among its Members and Associate Members 
with a view to the establishment of rates at levels as low as possible 
consistent with an efficient service and taking into account the neces­
sity for maintaining independent financial administration of telecom­
munication on a sound basis; 

24 d) foster the creation, development and improvement of telecommu­
nication equipment and networks in new or developing countries 
by every means at its disposal, especially its participation in the 
appropriate programmes of the United Nations; 

25 e) promote the adoption of measures for ensuring the safety of life 
through the co-operation of telecommunication service; 

26 f) undertake studies, formulate recommendations and opinions, and 
collect and publish information concerning telecommunication 
matters for the benefit of all Members and Associate Members. 

ARTICLE 5 

Structure of the Union 

27 The organization of the Union shall be as follows: 

1. the Plenipotentiary Conference, which is the supreme organ of 
the Union; 

28 2. Administrative Conferences; 

29 3. the Administrative Council; 

30 4. the permanent organs of the Union, which are: 

a) the General Secretariat; 

31 b) the International Frequency Registration Board (I.F.R.B.); 
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32 c) the International Radio Consultative Committee (C.C.I.R.); 

33 d) the International Telegraph and Telephone Consultative Com­
mittee (C.C.I.T.T.). 

ARTICLE 6 

Plenipotentiary Conference 

34 1. The Plenipotentiary Conference shall: 

a) determine the general policies for fulfilling the purposes of the 
Union prescribed in Article 4 of this Convention. 

35 b) consider the report by the Administrative Council on its activities 
and those of the Union since the last Plenipotentiary Conference; 

36 c) establish the basis for the budget of the Union and determine a 
fiscal limit for the expenditure of the Union until the next Plenipo­
tentiary Conference; 

37 d) fix the basic salaries, the salary scales and the system of allowances 

and pensions for all the officials of the Union; 

38 e) finally approve the accounts of the Union; 

39 f) elect the Members of the Union which are to serve on the Admin­
istrative Council; 

40 g) elect the Secretary-General and the Deputy Secretary-General 
and fix the dates of their taking office; 

41 h) revise the Convention if it considers this necessary; 

42 i) conclude or revise, if necessary, agreements between the Union and 
other international organizations, examine any provisional agree­
ments with such organizations concluded, on behalf of the Union, 
by the Administrative Council, and take such measures in connec­
tion therewith as it deems appropriate; 

43 j) deal with such other telecommunication questions as may be 
necessary. 

44 2. The Plenipotentiary Conference shall normally meet at a date and 
place decided on by the preceding Plenipotentiary Conference. 

45 3. (1) The date and place of the next Plenipotentiary Conference, or 
either one of these, may be changed: 
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46 a) when at least twenty Members and Associate Members of the 
Union have individually proposed a change to the Secretary-
General, or, 

47 b) on a proposal of the Administrative Council. 

48 (2) In either case a new date or place or both shall be determined 
with the concurrence of a majority of the Members of the Union. 

ARTICLE 7 

Administrative Conferences 

49 1. Administrative conferences of the Union shall comprise: 

a) ordinary administrative conferences; 

50 b) extraordinary administrative conferences; 

51 c) special conferences, which include: 

— special regional conferences; 

— special service conferences, world or regional. 

52 2. (1) Ordinary administrative conferences shall: 

a) revise the Regulations provided for in 193 with which they are 
respectively concerned; 

53 b) deal with all other matters deemed necessary within the terms 
of the Convention and the General Regulations and any directives 
given by the Plenipotentiary Conference. 

54 (2) In addition, the ordinary administrative radio conference shall: 

a) elect the members of the International Frequency Registration 
Board; 

55 b) issue instructions to the Board concerning its activities and review 
these activities. 

56 3. (1) The date and place of an ordinary administrative conference shall 
be determined: 

a) by the preceding administrative conference, if it so desires; or 

57 b) when at least twenty Members and Associate Members of the 
Union have addressed individual requests to the Secretary-
General; or 

58 c) on a proposal of the Administrative Council. 
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59 (2) When 57 or 58 applies, the place and date shall be determined 
with the concurrence of a majority of the Members of the Union. 

60 4. (1) Extraordinary administrative conferences shall be convened to 
consider certain specific telecommunication matters. Only items included 
in their agenda may be discussed by such conferences. 

61 (2) Extraordinary administrative conferences may revise certain pro­
visions of any set of Administrative Regulations with which they are con­
cerned, provided that the revision of such provisions is included in the 
Agenda approved by a majority of the Members in accordance with 65. 

62 5. (1) An extraordinary administrative conference may be convened: 

a) by a decision of the Plenipotentiary Conference, which shall deter­
mine its agenda and the date and place of its meeting; or 

63 b) when at least twenty Members and Associate Members of the 
Union have individually informed the Secretary-General of their 
desire that such a conference shall be held to consider an agenda 
proposed by them; or 

64 c) on a proposal of the Administrative Council. 

65 (2) In the cases specified in 63 and 64 the date and place of the 
conference, as well as its agenda, shall be determined with the con­
currence of a majority of the Members of the Union. 

66 6. Special conferences shall be convened to consider only the matters 
included in their agenda. Their decisions must in all circumstances be in 
conformity with the terms of the Convention and Administrative Regula­
tions. 

67 7. (1) A special conference may be convened: 

a) by a decision of the Plenipotentiary Conference or an ordinary 
or extraordinary administrative conference which shall determine 
its agenda and the date and place at which it shall meet; or 

68 b) when at least twenty Members and Associate Members of the 
Union in the case of a special service world conference or one 
quarter of the Members and Associate Members of the region 
concerned in the case of a special regional conference or special 
service regional conference have individually made known to 
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the Secretary-General their desire that such a conference should 
be held to consider an agenda proposed by them; or 

69 c) on a proposal of the Administrative Council. 

70 (2) In the cases specified in 68 and 69, the date and place of the 
conference as well as its agenda shall be determined with the concurrence 
of a majority of the Members of the Union for special service world 
conferences, or of a majority of the Members in the region concerned for 
special regional conferences or for special service regional conferences. 

71 8. (1) The date and place, or either, of an ordinary administrative 
conference, of an extraordinary administrative conference, or of a special 
service world conference may be changed: 

a) when at least twenty Members and Associate Members of the 
Union have individually proposed a change to the Secretary-
General; or 

72 b) on a proposal of the Administrative Council. 

73 (2) In either case a new date or place or both shall be determined 
with the concurrence of a majority of the Members of the Union. 

74 9. (1) The date and place, or either, of special regional conferences 
or of special service regional conferences may be changed: 

a) on a proposal of at least one quarter of the Members and 
Associate Members of the region concerned; or 

75 b) on a proposal of the Administrative Council. 

76 (2) In each case, a new date and place, or either, shall be determined 
with the concurrence of the majority of the Members of the region concerned. 

ARTICLE 8 

Rules of Procedure of Conferences 

7 ' For the organization of their work and the conduct of their discussions, 
conferences shall apply the Rules of Procedure in the General Regulations 
annexed to the Convention. However, each conference may adopt such 
additional provisions as it may consider indispensable. 
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ARTICLE 9 

Administrative Council 

A. Organization and working arrangements 

78 1.(1) The Administrative Council shall be composed of twenty-five 
Members of the Union elected by the Plenipotentiary Conference with due 
regard to the need for equitable representation of all parts of the world. 
The Members of the Union elected to the Council shall hold office until 
the date on which a new Council is elected by the Plenipotentiary Confer­
ence. They shall be eligible for re-election. 

79 (2) If between two Plenipotentiary Conferences a seat becomes vacant 
on the Administrative Council, it shall pass by right to the Member of the 
Union from the same region as the Member whose seat is vacated, which had 
obtained at the previous election the largest number of votes among those 
not elected. 

80 2. Each of the Members of the Administrative Council shall appoint 
to serve on the Council a person qualified in the field of telecommunication 
services and so far as possible shall endeavour to avoid replacing that 
representative during the term of office of the Council. 

81 3. Each Member of the Council shall have one vote. 

82 4. The Administrative Council shall adopt its own Rules of Procedure. 

83 5. The Administrative Council shall elect its own Chairman and Vice-
Chairman at the beginning of each annual session. They shall serve until 
the opening of the next annual session and shall be eligible for re-election. 
The Yice-Chairman shall serve as Chairman in the absence of the latter. 

84 6. (1) The Council shall hold an annual session at the seat of the Union. 

85 (2) During this session it may decide to hold, exceptionally, an addi­
tional session. 

86 (3) Between ordinary sessions, it may be convened, as a general rule 
at the seat of the Union, by its Chairman at the request of the majority 
of its Members. 

87 7. The Secretary-General and the Deputy Secretary-General, the Chair­
man and the Vice-Chairman of the International Frequency Registration 
Board and the Directors of the International Consultative Committees 
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may participate as of right in the deliberations of the Administrative Council, 
but without taking part in the voting. Nevertheless, the Council may 
hold meetings confined to its own members. 

88 8. The Secretary-General of the Union shall act as Secretary of the 
Administrative Council. 

89 9. (1) In the interval between Plenipotentiary Conferences, the Admin­
istrative Council shall act on behalf of the Plenipotentiary Conference 
within the limits of the powers delegated to it by the latter. 

90 (2) The Council shall act only in formal session. 

91 10. The representative of each Member of the Administrative Council 
shall have the right to attend, as an observer, all meetings of the permanent 
organs of the Union mentioned in 31, 32 and 33. 

92 11. Only the travelling and subsistence expenses incurred by the repre­
sentative of each Member of the Administrative Council in this capacity 
at Council sessions shall be borne by the Union. 

B. Duties 

93 12. (1) The Administrative Council shall be responsible for taking all 
steps to facilitate the implementation by the Members and Associate Mem­
bers of the provisions of the Convention, of the Regulations, of the decisions 
of the Plenipotentiary Conference, and, where appropriate, of the decisions 
of other conferences and meetings of the Union. 

9 4 (2) It shall ensure the efficient coordination of the work of the 
Union. 

95 13. In particular the Administrative Council shall: 

96 a) perform any duties assigned to it by the Plenipotentiary Con­
ference ; 

97 b) in the interval between Plenipotentiary Conferences, be responsible 
for effecting the coordination with all international organizations 
referred to in Articles 28 and 29 of this Convention; and, to 
this end, 

1. conclude, on behalf of the Union, provisional agreements 
with the international organizations referred to in Article 29 
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of the Convention, and with the United Nations in applica­
tion of the Agreement contained in Annex 6 to the Conven­
tion; these provisional agreements shall be submitted to the 
next Plenipotentiary Conference in accordance with 42; 

98 2. appoint, on behalf of the Union, one or more representatives 
to participate in the conferences of such organizations, and, 
when necessary, in coordinating committees established in 
conjunction with those organizations; 

99 c) decide on the numbers and grading of the staff of the General 
Secretariat and of the specialized secretariats of the permanent 
organs of the Union, taking into account the general directives 
given by the Plenipotentiary Conference; 

100 d) draw up such regulations as it may consider necessary for the 
administrative and financial activities of the Union; the admin­
istrative regulations to take account of current practice of the 
United Nations and of the specialized agencies applying the 
Common System of pay, allowances and pensions; 

101 e) supervise the administrative functions of the Union; 

102 f) review and approve the annual budget of the Union, ensuring 
the strictest possible economy; 

103 g) arrange for the annual audit of the accounts of the Union pre­
pared by the Secretary-General and approve them for submission 
to the next Plenipotentiary Conference; 

104 h) adjust as necessary: 

1. the basic salary scales for staff in the professional and director 
categories, excluding the salaries for posts filled by election, 
to accord with any changes in the basic salary scales adopted 
by the United Nations for the corresponding Common 
System categories; 

105 2. the basic salary scales for staff in the general service cate­
gories to accord with changes in the rates applied by the 
United Nations organization and the specialized agencies at 
the seat of the Union; 

106 3. the post adjustment for professional categories and above, 
including posts filled by election, in accordance with decisions 
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of the United Nations, for application at the seat of the 
Union; 

1 0 7 4. the allowances for all staff of the Union, in accordance with 
any changes adopted in the United Nations Common System; 

!08 5. the contributions payable by the Union and the staff to the 
United Nations Joint Staff Pension Fund, in accordance 
with the decisions of the United Nations Joint Staff Pension 
Board; 

109 i) arrange for the convening of Plenipotentiary and administrative 
conferences of the Union in accordance with Articles 6 and 7 
of this Convention; 

11° J) offer to the Plenipotentiary Conference of the Union any recom­
mendations deemed useful; 

111 k) coordinate the activities of the permanent organs of the Union, 
take such action as it deems appropriate on requests or recom­
mendations made to it by such organs, and review their annual 
reports; 

112 I) provide, if it considers it desirable, for the filling ad interim of 
a vacancy for Deputy Secretary-General; 

113 m) provide for the filling ad interim of vacancies for Directors of 
the International Consultative Committees; 

114 n) perform the other functions prescribed for it in this Convention 
and, within the framework of the Convention and the Regulations, 
any functions deemed necessary for the proper administration 
of the Union; 

1 1 5 °) t ake the necessary steps, with the agreement of the majority of 
Members of the Union, provisionally to resolve questions which 
are not covered by the Convention and its Annexes and cannot 
await the next competent conference for settlement; 

116 p) submit a report on its activities and those of the Union for 
consideration by the Plenipotentiary Conference; 

1 1 7 q) promote international co-operation for the provision of technical 
assistance to the new or developing countries by every means at 
its disposal, especially through the participation of the Union 
in the appropriate programmes of the United Nations; and, 
in accordance with the purposes of the Union, to promote by all 
possible means, the development of telecommunication. 
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ARTICLE 10 

General Secretariat 

118 1. (1) The General Secretariat shall be directed by a Secretary-General, 
assisted by one Deputy Secretary-General. 

119 (2) The Secretary-General and the Deputy Secretary-General 
shall take up their duties on the dates determined at the time of their elec­
tion. They shall normally remain in office until dates determined by the 
following Plenipotentiary Conference, and they shall be eligible for re­
election. 

120 (3) The Secretary-General shall be responsible to the Plenipoten­
tiary Conference and, between meetings of the Plenipotentiary Conference, 
to the Administrative Council, for all duties entrusted to the General 
Secretariat and for all the administrative and financial services of the 
Union. The Deputy Secretary-General shall be responsible to the Secre­
tary-General. 

121 (4) If the post of Secretary-General falls vacant, the Deputy Secre­
tary-General shall discharge the duties ad interim. 

122 2. The Secretary-General shall: 

a) coordinate the activities of the permanent organs of the Union 
through a Coordination Committee presided over by him and com­
posed of the Deputy Secretary-General and the Heads of the per­
manent organs; this coordination shall apply to administrative 
matters, technical assistance, external relations, public information 
and any other important matters laid down specifically by the 
Administrative Council; 

123 b) organize the work of the General Secretariat and appoint the staff 
of that Secretariat in accordance with the directives of the Plenipo­
tentiary Conference and the rules established by the Administrative 
Council; 

124 c) undertake administrative arrangements for the specialized secre­
tariats of the permanent organs of the Union and appoint the staff 
of those secretariats in agreement with the Head of each permanent 
organ; the appointments shall be made on the basis of the latter's 
choice, but the final decision for appointment or dismissal shall 
rest with the Secretary-General; 
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125 d) report to the Administrative Council any decisions taken by the 
United Nations and the specialized agencies which affect Common 
System conditions of service, allowances and pensions; 

126 e) ensure that in the specialized secretariats all the financial and admin­
istrative regulations approved by the Administrative Council are 
applied; 

127 f) supervise, for administrative purposes only, the staff of those specia­
lized secretariats who shall work directly under the orders of the 
Heads of the permanent organs of the Union; 

128 g) undertake secretarial work preparatory to, and following, conferences 
of the Union; 

129 h) provide, where appropriate in co-operation with the inviting govern­
ment, the secretariat of every conference of the Union, and, when 
so requested or provided in the Regulations annexed to the Conven­
tion, the secretariat of meetings of the permanent organs of the 
Union or meetings placed under its auspices; he may also, when so 
requested, provide the secretariat of other telecommunication 
meetings on a contractual basis; 

130 i) keep up-to-date the official lists, compiled from data supplied for 
this purpose by the permanent organs of the Union or by Adminis­
trations, with the exception of the master registers and such other 
essential records as may be related to the duties of the International 
Frequency Registration Board; 

131 j) publish the recommendations and principal reports of the permanent 
organs of the Union; 

132 k) publish international and regional telecommunication agreements 
communicated to him by the parties thereto, and keep up-to-date 
records of these agreements; 

133 I) publish the technical standards of the International Frequency 
Registration Board, as well as such other data concerning the 
assignment and utilization of frequencies as are prepared by the 
Board in the discharge of its duties; 

134 m) prepare, publish and keep up-to-date with the assistance, where 
appropriate, of the other permanent organs of the Union: 
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135 l. a record of the composition and structure of the Union; 

136 2. the general statistics and the official service documents of the 
Union as prescribed by the Regulations annexed to the Conven­
tion; 

137 3. such other documents as conferences or the Administrative 
Council may direct; 

138 n) distribute the published documents; 

139 o) collect and publish, in suitable form, data, both national and inter­
national, regarding telecommunication throughout the world: 

140 p) assemble and publish, in co-operation with the permanent organs of 
the Union, both technical and administrative information that might 
be specially useful to new or developing countries in order to help 
them to improve their telecommunication networks. Their atten­
tion shall also be drawn to the possibilities offered by the international 
programmes under the auspices of the United Nations; 

141 q) collect and publish such information as would be of assistance to 
Members and Associate Members regarding the development of 
technical methods with a view to achieving the most efficient operation 
of telecommunication services and especially the best possible use of 
radio frequencies so as to diminish interference; 

142 r) publish periodically, with the help of information put at his disposal 
or which he may collect, including that which he may obtain from 
other international organizations, a journal of general information 
and documentation concerning telecommunication; 

143 s) prepare and submit to the Administrative Council annual budget 
estimates which, after approval by the Council, shall be transmitted 
for information to all Members and Associate Members; 

144 t) prepare a financial operating report and accounts to be submitted 
annually to the Administrative Council and recapitulative accounts 
immediately preceding each Plenipotentiary Conference; these 
accounts, after audit and approval by the Administrative Council, 
shall be circulated to the Members and Associate Members and be 
submitted to the next Plenipotentiary Conference for examination 
and final approval; 
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145 u) prepare an annual report on the activities of the Union which, 
after approval by the Administrative Council, shall be transmitted 
to all Members and Associate Members; 

146 v) perform all other secretarial functions of the Union. 

147 3. The Deputy Secretary-General shall assist the Secretary-General 
in the performance of his duties and undertake such specific tasks as may 
be entrusted to him by the Secretary-General. He shall perform the 
duties of the Secretary-General in the absence of the latter. 

148 4. The Secretary-General or the Deputy Secretary-General may parti­
cipate in a consultative capacity, in Plenary Assemblies of International 
Consultative Committees and in all conferences of the Union; the Secretary-
General or his representative may participate in a consultative capacity 
in all other meetings of the Union. 

ARTICLE II 

The Officials and Staff of the Union 

149 1. The Secretary-General, the Deputy Secretary-General and the 
Directors of the International Consultative Committees, shall all be natio­
nals of different countries, Members of the Union. 

150 2. (1) In the performance of their duties, the Secretary-General, the 
Deputy Secretary-General, the members of the International Frequency 
Registration Board and the Directors of the International Consultative 
Committees, as well as the staff of the Union, shall neither seek nor accept 
instructions from any government or from any other authority outside the 
Union. They shall refrain from acting in any way which is incompatible 
with their status as international officials. 

151 (2) Each Member and Associate Member shall respect the exclusively 
international character of the duties of the officials mentioned in 150 and 
of the staff of the Union, and refrain from trying to influence them in the 
performance of their work. 

1 5 2 3. The paramount consideration in the recruitment of staff and in the 
determination of the conditions of service shall be the necessity of securing for 
the Union the highest standards of efficiency, competence and integrity. 
Due regard must be paid to the importance of recruiting the staff on as 
wide a geographical basis as possible. 
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ARTICLE 12 

International Frequency Registration Board 

153 1. The essential duties of the International Frequency Registration 
Board shall be: 

a) to effect an orderly recording of frequency assignments made by 
the different countries so as to establish, in accordance with the 
procedure provided for in the Radio Regulations and in accord­
ance with any decisions which may be taken by competent con­
ferences of the Union, the date, purpose and technical character­
istics of each of these assignments, with a view to ensuring formal 
international recognition thereof; 

154 b) to furnish advice to Members and Associate Members with a 
view to the operation of the maximum practicable number of 
radio channels in those portions of the spectrum where harmful 
interference may occur; 

155 c) to perform any additional duties, concerned with the assignment 
and utilization of frequencies, prescribed by a competent con­
ference of the Union, or by the Administrative Council with the 
consent of the majority of the Members of the Union in prepara­
tion for or in pursuance of the decisions of such a conference; 

156 d) to maintain such essential records as may be related to the 
performance of its duties. 

157 2. (1) The International Frequency Registration Board shall consist 
of eleven independent members designated in accordance with 160 to 169. 

158 (2) The members of the Board shall be thoroughly qualified by 
technical training in the field of radio and shall possess practical experience 
in the assignment and utilization of frequencies. 

159 (3) Moreover, for the more effective understanding of the problems 
coming before the Board under 154, each member shall be familiar with 
geographic, economic and demographic conditions within a particular 
area of the world. 

160 3. (1) At each of its meetings, the Ordinary Administrative Radio 
Conference shall elect the eleven members of the Board. These members 
shall be chosen from the candidates sponsored by countries, Members of 
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the Union. Each Member of the Union may propose only one candidate 
who shall be a national of its country. Each candidate shall possess the 
qualifications described in 158 and 159. 

1 6 1 (2) The election procedure shall be established by the Conference 
itself, in such a way as to ensure an equitable representation of the various 
parts of the world. 

162 (3) At each election any serving member of the Board may be pro­
posed again as a candidate by the country of which he is a national. 

163 (4) The members of the Board shall take up their duties on the date 
determined by the Ordinary Administrative Radio Conference which 
elected them. They shall normally remain in office until the date deter­
mined by the following Conference for their successors to take up their 
duties. 

164 (5) If i n the interval between two Ordinary Administrative Radio 
Conferences, an elected member of the Board resigns or abandons his 
duties without good cause for a period exceeding three months, the country 
Member of the Union of which he is a national shall be asked by the Chair­
man of the Board to provide a replacement as soon as possible, who shall 
also be a national of that country. 

165 (6) If the country Member of the Union, concerned does not provide 
a replacement within a period of three months from the date of this request, 
it shall lose its right to designate a person to serve on the Board for the 
unexpired period of its current term. 

166 (7) If in the interval between two Ordinary Administrative Radio 
Conferences, the replacement also resigns or abandons his duties without 
good cause for a period exceeding three months, the country Member of 
the Union of which he is a national shall not be entitled to designate a 
further replacement. 

167 (8) In the circumstances described in 165 and 166, the Chairman 
of the Board shall then request the country Member of the Union whose 
candidate had obtained, at the previous election, the largest number of 
votes among those not elected in the region concerned, to designate that 
person to serve on the Board for the unexpired period of its current term. 
If that person is not available, the country concerned shall be invited to 
designate a replacement who shall be a national of that country. 

168 (9) If in the interval between two Ordinary Administrative Radio 
Conferences an elected member of the Board or his replacement dies, the 
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country Member of the Union of which he was a national shall retain the 
right to designate a successor who shall also be a national of that country. 

169 (10) In order to safeguard the efficient operation of the Board, any 
country a national of which has been elected to the Board, shall refrain, 
as far as possible, from recalling that person between two Ordinary Admin­
istrative Radio Conferences. 

170 4. (1) The working arrangements of the Board are defined in the Radio 
Regulations. 

171 (2) The members of the Board shall elect from their own numbers 
a Chairman and a Vice-Chairman, for a period of one year. Thereafter, 
the Yice-Chairman shall succeed the Chairman each year and a new Vice-
Chairman shall be elected. 

172 (3) The Board shall be assisted by a specialized secretariat. 

173 5. (1) The members of the Board shall serve, not as representatives 
of their respective countries, or of a region, but as custodians of an inter­
national public trust. 

174 (2) No member of the Board shall request or receive instructions 
relating to the exercise of his duties from any government or a member 
thereof, or from any public or private organization or person. Further­
more, each Member and Associate Member must respect the international 
character of the Board and of the duties of its members and shall refrain 
from any attempt to influence any of them in the exercise of their duties. 

175 (3) No member of the Board or of its staff shall participate in any 
manner or have any financial interest whatsoever in any branch of tele­
communication, apart from the work of the Board. However, the term 
"financial interest" is not to be construed as applying to the continuation 
of retirement benefits accruing in respect of previous employment or 
service-

ARTICLE 13 

International Consultative Committees 

176 1. (1) The duties of the International Radio Consultative Committee 
(C.C.I.R.) shall be to study technical and operating questions relating 
specifically to radiocommunication and to issue recommendations on them. 
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177 (2) The duties of the International Telegraph and Telephone Consul­
tative Committee (C.C.I.T.T.) shall be to study technical, operating and 
tariff questions relating to telegraphy and telephony and to issue recommen­
dations on them. 

178 (3) In the performance of its duties, each Consultative Committee 
shall pay due attention to the study of questions and to the formulation of 
recommendations directly connected with the establishment, development and 
improvement of telecommunication in new or developing countries in both 
the regional and international fields. 

179 (4) At the request of the countries concerned, each Consultative 
Committee may also study and offer advice concerning their national telecom­
munication problems. 

180 2. (1) The questions studied by each International Consultative Com­
mittee, on which it shall issue recommendations, shall be those submitted 
to it by the Plenipotentiary Conference, by an administrative conference, 
by the Administrative Council, by the other Consultative Committee, or 
by the International Frequency Registration Board, in addition to those 
decided upon by the Plenary Assembly of the Consultative Committee 
itself, or, in the interval between its Plenary Assemblies, when requested 
or approved by correspondence, by at least twelve Members and Associate 
Members of the Union. 

181 (2) The Plenary Assemblies of the International Consultative Com­
mittees are authorized to submit to administrative conferences proposals 
arising directly from their recommendations or from findings on questions 
under their study. 

182 3. The International Consultative Committees shall have as members: 

a) of right, the administrations of all Members and Associate 
Members of the Union; 

183 b) any recognized private operating agency which, with the approval 
of the Member or Associate Member which has recognized it, 
expresses a desire to participate in the work of these Committees. 

184 4. Each Consultative Committee shall work through the medium of: 

a) the Plenary Assembly, meeting normally every three years. 
When a corresponding ordinary administrative conference has 
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been convened, the Plenary Assembly should meet, if possible, 
at least eight months before this conference; 

185 b) study groups, which shall be set up by the Plenary Assembly 
to deal with questions to be examined; 

186 c) a Director elected by the Plenary Assembly. His status shall 
be that of a permanent official, but his conditions of service may 
be subject to separate regulation; 

187 d) a specialized secretariat, which assists the Director; 

188 e) laboratories or technical installations set up by the Union. 

189 5. (1) Consultative Committees shall, as far as they apply, observe the 
Rules of Procedure of Conferences contained in the General Regulations 
annexed to this Convention. 

190 (2) The Plenary Assembly of a Consultative Committee may adopt 
additional provisions to facilitate the work of the Committee if they do 
not conflict with the Rules of Procedure of Conferences. 

191 6. The working arrangements of the Consultative Committees are 
defined in Part II of the General Regulations annexed to this Convention. 

ARTICLE 14 

Regulations 

192 1. Subject to the provisions of Article 8, the General Regulations 
contained in Annex 5 to this Convention shall have the same force and 
duration as the Convention. 

193 2. (1) The provisions of the Convention are completed by the fol­
lowing sets of Administrative Regulations which shall be binding on all 
Members and Associate Members: 

Telegraph Regulations, 
Telephone Regulations, 
Radio Regulations, 
Additional Radio Regulations. 

194 (2) Members and Associate Members shall inform the Secretary-
General of their approval of any revision of these Regulations by admin­
istrative conferences. The Secretary-General shall inform Members and 
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Associate Members promptly regarding receipt of such notifications of 
approval. 

195 3. In case of inconsistency between a provision of the Convention and 
a provision of the Regulations, the Convention shall prevail. 

ARTICLE 15 

Finances of the Union 

196 1. The expenses of the Union shall comprise the costs of: 

a) the Administrative Council, the General Secretariat, the Inter­
national Frequency Registration Board, the secretariats of the 
International Consultative Committees, and the Union's labora­
tories and technical equipment; 

197 b) conferences, which, with regard to the provisions of Articles 6 
and 7 of the Convention, are convened by the decision or with 
the agreement of the majority of the Members of the Union: 

c) all meetings of the International Consultative Committees. 198 

200 

2. Expenses incurred by special conferences referred to in 51 which 
are not covered in 197, and which are of a regional nature as determined 
by the Administrative Council after ascertaining the majority view of the 
Members and Associate Members of the region in question, shall be borne 
in accordance with their unit classification by all the Members and Associate 
Members of that region, and by any Members and Associate Members 
of other regions which may have participated in such conferences. 

3. Expenses incurred by other special conferences not covered by 
197 and 199 above, shall be borne in accordance with their unit classification 
by those Members and Associate Members which agree to participate, or 
have participated in such conferences. 

201 4. The Administrative Council shall review and approve the annual 
budget of the Union, taking account of the limits for expenditure set by the 
Plenipotentiary Conference. 

202 5. The expenses of the Union shall be met from the contributions of 
the Members and Associate Members, each Member and Associate Member 
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paying a sum proportional to the number of units in the class of contribu­
tion it has chosen from the following scale: 

30 Unit class 
25 " 
20 " 
18 " 
15 " 
13 " 
10 " 

8 Unit class 
5 " 
4 » 
3 " 
2 " 
1 " 

y, " 

203 6. Members and Associate Members shall be free to choose their class 
of contribution for defraying Union expenses. 

204 7. (1) At least six months before the Convention comes into force, 
each Member and Associate Member shall inform the Secretary-General 
of the class of contribution it has chosen. 

205 (2) This decision shall be notified to Members and Associate Members 
by the Secretary-General. 

206 (3) Members and Associate Members who have failed to make known 
their decision before the date specified by 204 will be required to contribute 
in accordance with their class of contribution under the provisions of the 
International Telecommunication Convention (Buenos Aires, 1952). 

207 (4) Members and Associate Members may at any time choose a class 
of contribution higher than the one already adopted by them. 

208 (5) No reduction in a unit classification established in accordance 
with 204 and 206 can take effect during the life of the Convention. 

209 8. Members and Associate Members shall pay in advance their annual 
contributory shares, calculated on the basis of the budget approved by 
the Administrative Council. 

210 

211 

9. The amounts due shall bear interest from the beginning of each 
financial year of the Union at 3 % (three per cent.) per annum during the 
first six months, and at 6 % (six per cent.) per annum from the beginning 
of the seventh month. 

10. (1) Recognized private operating agencies and scientific or indus­
trial organizations shall share in defraying the expenses of the conferences 
or meetings in which they have agreed to participate, or have participated. 
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212 (2) International organizations shall also share in defraying the 
expenses of the conferences or meetings in which they have been allowed 
to participate, unless exempted by the Administrative Council on condition 
of reciprocity. 

213 (3) The amounts of these contributions shall be fixed by the Admin­
istrative Council and shall be considered as income of the Union. They 
shall bear interest in accordance with rules established by the Administra­
tive Council. 

214 11. Expenses incurred by laboratories and technical installations of 
the Union, in measurements, testing, or special research for individual 
Members or Associate Members, groups of Members or Associate Members, 
or regional organizations or others, shall be borne by those Members or 
Associate Members, groups, organizations or others. 

215 12. The sale price of documents sold to administrations, recognized 
private operating agencies, or individuals, shall be determined by the 
Secretary-General, in collaboration with the Administrative Council, 
bearing in mind that the cost of printing and distribution should in general 
be covered by the sale of the documents. 

ARTICLE 16 

Languages 

216 1. (1) The official languages of the Union shall be Chinese, English, 
French, Russian and Spanish. 

217 (2) The working languages of the Union shall be English, French and 
Spanish. 

218 (3) In case of dispute, the French text shall be authentic. 

219 2. (1) The final documents of the plenipotentiary and administra­
tive conferences, their final acts, protocols, resolutions, recommendations 
and opinions, shall be drawn up in the official languages of the Union, in 
versions equivalent in form and content. 

220 (2) All other documents of these conferences shall be issued in the 
working languages of the Union. 

221 3. (1) The official service documents of the Union as prescribed by 
the Administrative Regulations shall be published in the five official lan­
guages. 
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222 (2) All other documents for general distribution prepared by the 
Secretary-General in the course of his duties shall be drawn up in the three 
working languages. 

223 4. Any of the documents referred to in 219 to 222 may be published 
in languages other than those there specified, provided that the Members 
or Associate Members requesting such publication undertake to defray the 
whole of the cost of translation and publication involved. 

224 5. (1) At conferences of the Union and whenever it is necessary at 
meetings of its permanent organs and of the Administrative Council, the 
debates shall be conducted with the aid of an efficient system of reciprocal 
interpretation between the three working languages and Russian. 

225 (2) When all participants in a meeting agree, the debates may 
be conducted in fewer than the four languages mentioned above. 

226 6. (1) At conferences of the Union and at meetings of its permanent 
organs and of the Administrative Council, languages other than those 
mentioned in 217 and 224 may be used: 

227 a) if an application is made to the Secretary-General or to the Head 
of the permanent organ concerned to provide for the use of an 
additional language or languages, oral or written, provided that 
the additional cost so incurred shall be borne by those Members 
and Associate Members which have made or supported the 
application; 

228 b) if any delegation itself makes arrangements at its own expense 
for oral translation from its own language into any one of the 
languages referred to in 224. 

229 (2) In the case provided for in 227, the Secretary-General or the 
Head of the permanent organ concerned shall comply to the extent practi­
cable with the application, having first obtained from the Members or 
Associate Members concerned an undertaking that the cost incurred will 
be duly repaid by them to the Union; 

230 (3) In the case provided for in 228, the delegation concerned may, 
furthermore, if it wishes, arrange at its own expense for oral interpretation 
into its own language from one of the languages referred to in 224. 
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CHAPTER II 

Application of the Convention and Regulations 

ARTICLE 17 

Ratification of the Convention 

231 1. This Convention shall be ratified by each of the signatory govern­
ments. The instruments of ratification shall be deposited, in as short a 
time as possible, with the Secretary-General by diplomatic channel through 
the intermediary of the government of the country of the seat of the Union. 
The Secretary-General shall notify the Members and Associate Members 
of each deposit of ratification. 

232 2. (1) During a period of two years from the date of entry into force 
of this Convention, a signatory government, even though it may not have 
deposited an instrument of ratification in accordance with the provisions 
of 231, shall enjoy the rights conferred on Members of the Union in 13 to 15. 

233 (2) After the end of a period of two years from the date of entry into 
force of this Convention, a signatory government which has not deposited 
an instrument of ratification in accordance with the provisions of 231 shall 
not be entitled to vote at any conference of the Union, or at any session 
of the Administrative Council or at any meeting of any of the permanent 
organs of the Union until it has so deposited such an instrument. 

234 3. After the entry into force of this Convention in accordance with 
Article 52, each instrument of ratification shall become effective on the date 
of its deposit with the General Secretariat. 

235 4. If one or more of the signatory governments do not ratify the 
Convention, it shall not thereby be less valid for the governments which 
have ratified it. 

ARTICLE 18 

Accession to the Convention 

236 1. The government of a country, not a signatory of this Convention, 
may accede thereto at any time subject to the provisions of Article 1. 
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237 2. The instrument of accession shall be deposited with the Secretary-
General by diplomatic channel through the intermediary of the govern­
ment of the country of the seat of the Union. Unless otherwise specified 
therein, it shall become effective upon the date of its deposit. The Secre­
tary-General shall notify the Members and Associate Members of each 
accession when it is received and shall forward to each of them a certified 
copy of the act of accession. 

ARTICLE 19 

Application of the Convention to Countries or Territories 
for whose Foreign Relations Members of the Union are responsible 

238 I. Members of the Union may declare at any time that their acceptance 
of this Convention applies to all or a group or a single one of the countries 
or territories for whose foreign relations they are responsible. 

239 2. A declaration made in accordance with 238 shall be communicated 
to the Secretary-General of the Union. The Secretary-General shall notify 
the Members and Associate Members of each such declaration. 

240 3. The provisions of 238 and 239 shall not be deemed to be obligatory 
in respect of any country, territory or group of territories listed in Annex 1 
of this Convention. 

ARTICLE 20 

Application of the Convention to Trust Territories of the United Nations 

241 The United Nations shall have the right to accede to this Convention 
on behalf of any territory or group of territories placed under its admin­
istration in accordance with a trusteeship agreement as provided for in 
Article 75 of the Charter of the United Nations. 

ARTICLE 21 

Execution of the Convention and Regulations 

242 1. The Members and Associate Members are bound to abide by the 
provisions of this Convention and the Regulations annexed thereto in all 
telecommunication offices and stations established or operated by them 
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which engage in international services or which are capable of causing 
harmful interference to radio services of other countries, except in regard 
to services exempted from these obligations in accordance with the provi­
sions of Article 50 of this Convention. 

243 2. They are also bound, in addition, to take the necessary steps to 
impose the observance of the provisions of this Convention and of the 
Regulations annexed thereto upon private operating agencies authorized 
by them to establish and operate telecommunication and which engage in 
international services or which operate stations capable of causing harmful 
interference to the radio services of other countries. 

ARTICLE 22 

Denunciation of the Convention 

244 1. Each Member and Associate Member which has ratified, or acceded 
to, this Convention shall have the right to denounce it by a notification 
addressed to the Secretary-General of the Union by diplomatic channel 
through the intermediary of the government of the country of the seat of 
the Union. The Secretary-General shall advise the other Members and 
Associate Members thereof. 

245 2. This denunciation shall take effect at the expiration of a period of 
one year from the day of the receipt of notification of it by the Secretary-
General. 

ARTICLE 23 

Denunciation of the Convention on behalf of Countries or Territories 
for whose Foreign Relations Members of the Union are responsible 

246 1. The application of this Convention to a country, territory or group 
of territories in accordance with Article 19 may be terminated at any time, 
and such country, territory or group of territories, if it is an Associate 
Member, ceases upon termination to be such. 

247 2. The declaration of denunciation contemplated in the above para­
graph shall be notified in conformity with the conditions set out in 244; 
it shall take effect in accordance with the provisions of 245. 
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ARTICLE 24 

Abrogation of the earlier Convention 

248 This Convention shall abrogate and replace, in relations between the 
Contracting Governments, the International Telecommunication Conven­
tion of Buenos Aires, 1952. 

ARTICLE 25 

Validity of Administrative Regulations in force 

249 The Administrative Regulations referred to in 193, shall be regarded 
as annexed to this Convention and shall remain valid until the time of entry 
into force of new Regulations drawn up by the competent ordinary, and 
where the case arises, extraordinary administrative conferences. 

ARTICLE 26 

Relations with Non-contracting States 

250 1. Each Member and Associate Member reserves to itself and to the 
recognized private operating agencies the right to fix the conditions under 
which it admits telecommunications exchanged with a State which is not a 
party to this Convention. 

251 2. If a telecommunication originating in the territory of such a non-
contracting State is accepted by a Member or Associate Member, it must be 
transmitted and, in so far as it follows the telecommunication channels 
of a Member or Associate Member, the obligatory provisions of the Con­
vention and Regulations and the usual charges shall apply to it. 

ARTICLE 27 

Settlement of Differences 

252 1. Members and Associate Members may settle their differences on 
questions relating to the application of this Convention or of the Regulations 
contemplated in Article 14, through diplomatic channels, or according to 
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procedures established by bilateral or multilateral treaties concluded 
between them for the settlement of international disputes, or by any other 
method mutually agreed upon. 

253 2. If none of these methods of settlement is adopted, any Member or 
Associate Member party to a dispute may submit the dispute to arbitration 
in accordance with the procedure defined in Annex 4. 

CHAPTER III 

Relations with the United Nations and with International Organizations 

ARTICLE 28 

Relations with the United Nations 

254 1. The relationship between the United Nations and the International 
Telecommunication Union is defined in the Agreement, the text of which 
appears in Annex 6 of this Convention. 

255 2. In accordance with the provision of Article XVI of the above-
mentioned Agreement, the telecommunication operating services of the 
United Nations shall be entitled to the rights and bound by the obligations 
of this Convention and of the Administrative Regulations annexed thereto. 
Accordingly, they shall be entitled to attend all conferences of the Union, 
including meetings of the International Consultative Committees, in a 
consultative capacity. 

ARTICLE 29 

Relations with International Organizations 

256 In furtherance of complete international coordination on matters 
affecting telecommunication, the Union will co-operate with international 
organizations having related interests and activities. 
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CHAPTER IV 

General Provisions relating to Telecommunications 

ARTICLE 30 

The Right of the Public to use the International Telecommunication Service 

257 Members and Associate Members recognize the right of the public to 
correspond by means of the international service of public correspondence. 
The services, the charges, and the safeguards shall be the same for all 
users in each category of correspondence without any priority or preference. 

ARTICLE 31 

Stoppage of Telecommunications 

258 1. Members and Associate Members reserve the right to stop the 
transmission of any private telegram which may appear dangerous to the 
security of the State or contrary to their laws, to public order or to decency, 
provided that they immediately notify the office of origin of the stoppage 
of any such telegram or any part thereof, except when such notification 
may appear dangerous to the security of the State. 

259 2. Members and Associate Members also reserve the right to cut off 
any private telephone or telegraph communication which may appear 
dangerous to the security of the State or contrary to their laws, to public 
order or to decency. 

ARTICLE 32 

Suspension of Services 

260 Each Member and Associate Member reserves the right to suspend the 
international telecommunication service for an indefinite time, either 
generally or only for certain relations and/or for certain kinds of correspond-
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ence, outgoing, incoming or in transit, provided that it immediately notifies 
such action to each of the other Members and Associate Members through 
the medium of the General Secretariat. 

ARTICLE 33 

Responsibility 

261 Members and Associate Members accept no responsibility towards 
users of the international telecommunication services, particularly as 
regards claims for damages. 

ARTICLE 34 

Secrecy of Telecommunications 

262 1. Members and Associate Members agree to take all possible mea­
sures, compatible with the system of telecommunication used, with a view 
to ensuring the secrecy of international correspondence. 

263 2. Nevertheless, they reserve the right to communicate such corre­
spondence to the competent authorities in order to ensure the application 
of their internal laws or the execution of international conventions to 
which they are parties. 

ARTICLE 35 

Establishment, Operation, and Protection 
of Telecommunication Installations and Channels 

264 1. Members and Associate Members shall take such steps as may be 
necessary to ensure the establishment, under the best technical conditions, 
of the channels and installations necessary to carry on the rapid and unin­
terrupted exchange of international telecommunications. 

265 2. So far as possible, these channels and installations must be operated 
by the best methods and procedures developed as a result of practical 
operating experience, maintained in proper operating condition and kept 
abreast of scientific and technical progress. 
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266 3. Members and Associate Members shall safeguard these channels and 
installations within their jurisdiction. 

267 4. Unless other conditions are laid down by special arrangements, 
each Member and Associate Member shall take such steps as may be 
necessary to ensure maintenance of those sections of international telecom­
munication circuits within its control. 

ARTICLE 36 

Notification of Infringements 

268 In order to facilitate the application of the provisions of Article 21 
of this Convention, Members and Associate Members undertake to inform 
one another of infringements of the provisions of this Convention and of the 
Regulations annexed thereto. 

ARTICLE 37 

Charges and Free Services 

269 The provisions regarding charges for telecommunications and the various 
cases in which free services are accorded are set forth in the Regulations 
annexed to this Convention. 

ARTICLE 38 

Priority of Telecommunications concerning Safety of Life 

270 The international telecommunication services must accord absolute 
priority to telecommunications concerning safety of life at sea, on land, or 
in the air, and to epidemiological telecommunications of exceptional 
urgency of the World Health Organization. 

ARTICLE 39 

Priority of Government Telegrams and Telephone Calls 

271 Subject to the provisions of Articles 38 and 48 of this Convention, 
government telegrams shall enjoy priority over other telegrams when 
priority is requested for them by the sender. Government telephone calls 
may also be accorded priority, upon specific request and to the extent 
practicable, over other telephone calls. 
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ARTICLE 40 

Secret Language 

272 l. Government telegrams and service telegrams may be expressed in 
secret language in all relations. 

273 2. Private telegrams in secret language may be admitted between all 
countries with the exception of those which have previously notified, 
through the medium of the General Secretariat, that they do not'admit this 
language for those categories of correspondence. 

274 3. Members and Associate Members which do not admit private tele­
grams in secret language originating in or destined for their own territory 
must let them pass in transit, except in the case of suspension of service 
provided for in Article 32 of this Convention. 

ARTICLE 41 

Rendering and Settlement of Accounts 

275 1. Administrations of Members and Associate Members and recog­
nized private operating agencies which operate international telecommuni­
cation services, shall come to an agreement with regard to the amount of 
their credits and debits. 

276 2. The statements of accounts in respect to debits and credits referred 
to in 275 shall be drawn up in accordance with the provisions of the Regula­
tions annexed to this Convention, unless special arrangements have been 
concluded between the parties concerned. 

277 3. The settlement of international accounts shall be regarded as current 
transactions and shall be effected in accordance with the current inter­
national obligations of the countries concerned, in those cases where their 
governments have concluded arrangements on this subject. Where no 
such arrangements have been concluded, and in the absence of special 
agreements made under Article 43 of this Convention, these settlements 
shall be effected in accordance with the Regulations. 

ARTICLE 42 

Monetary Unit 

278 The monetary unit used in the composition of the tariffs of the inter­
national telecommunication services and in the establishment of the interna­
tional accounts shall be the gold franc of 100 centimes, of a weight of 10/31 
of a gramme and of a fineness of 0.900. 
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ARTICLE 43 

Special Agreements 

279 Members and Associate Members reserve for themselves, for the private 
operating agencies recognized by them and for other agencies duly authorized 
to do so, the right to make special agreements on telecommunication 
matters which do not concern Members and Associate Members in general. 
Such agreements, however, shall not be in conflict with the terms of this 
Convention or of the Regulations annexed thereto, so far as concerns the 
harmful interference which their operation might be likely to cause to the 
radio services of other countries. 

ARTICLE 44 

Regional Conferences, Agreements and Organizations 

280 Members and Associate Members reserve the right to convene regional 
conferences, to conclude regional agreements and to form regional organiza­
tions, for the purpose of settling telecommunication questions which are 
susceptible of being treated on a regional basis. However, such agreements 
must not be in conflict with this Convention. 

CHAPTER V 

Special Provisions for Radio 

ARTICLE 45 

Rational use of Frequencies and Spectrum Space 

281 Members and Associate Members recognize that it is desirable to limit 
the number of frequencies and the spectrum space used to the minimum 
essential to provide in a satisfactory manner the necessary services. 
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ARTICLE 46 

Intercommunication 

282 1. Stations performing radiocommunication in the mobile service 
shall be bound, within the limits of their normal employment, to exchange 
radiocommunications reciprocally without distinction as to the radio system 
adopted by them. 

283 2. Nevertheless, in order not to impede scientific progress, the provi­
sions of 282 shall not prevent the use of a radio system incapable of com­
municating with other systems, provided that such incapacity is due to the 
specific nature of such system and is not the result of devices adopted solely 
with the object of preventing intercommunication. 

284 3. Notwithstanding the provisions of 282, a station may be assigned 
to a restricted international service of telecommunication, determined by 
the purpose of such service, or by other circumstances independent of the 
system used. 

ARTICLE 47 

Harmful Interference 

285 1. All stations, whatever their purpose, must be established and oper­
ated in such a manner as not to result in harmful interference to the radio 
services or communications of other Members or Associate Members or 
of recognized private operating agencies, or of other duly authorized oper­
ating agencies which carry on radio service, and which operate in accord­
ance with the provisions of the Radio Regulations. 

286 2. Each Member or Associate Member undertakes to require the 
private operating agencies which it recognizes and the other operating 
agencies duly authorized for this purpose, to observe the provisions of 285. 

287 3. Further, the Members and Associate Members recognize the 
desirability of taking all practicable steps to prevent the operation of 
electrical apparatus and installations of all kinds from causing harmful 
interference to the radio services or communications mentioned in 285. 
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ARTICLE 48 

Distress Calls and Messages 

288 Radio stations shall be obliged to accept, with absolute priority, distress 
calls and messages regardless of their origin, to reply in the same manner 
to such messages, and immediately to take such action in regard thereto as 
may be required. 

ARTICLE 49 

False or Deceptive Distress, Safety or Identification Signals 

289 Members and Associate Members agree to take the steps required 
to prevent the transmission or circulation of false or deceptive distress, 
safety or identification signals, and to collaborate in locating and identifying 
stations transmitting such signals from their own country. 

ARTICLE 50 

Installations for National Defence Services 

290 1. Members and Associate Members retain their entire freedom with 
regard to military radio installations of their army, naval and air forces. 

291 2. Nevertheless, these installations must, so far as possible, observe 
statutory provisions relative to giving assistance in case of distress and to 
the measures to be taken to prevent harmful interference, and the provisions 
of the Regulations concerning the types of emission and the frequencies to 
be used, according to the nature of the service performed by such installations. 

292 3. Moreover, when these installations take part in the service of public 
correspondence or other services governed by the Regulations annexed 
to this Convention, they must, in general, comply with the regulatory 
provisions for the conduct of such services. 
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CHAPTER VI 

Definitions 

ARTICLE 51 

Definitions 

293 In this Convention, unless the context otherwise requires, 

a) the terms which are defined in Annex 3 of this Convention shall 
have the meanings therein assigned to them; 

294 b) other terms which are defined in the Regulations referred [to in 
Article 14 shall have the meanings therein assigned to them. 

CHAPTER VII 

Final Provisions 

ARTICLE 52 

Effective Date of the 

295 The present Convention shall enter into force on January first nineteen 
hundred and sixty-one between countries, territories or groups of terri­
tories, in respect of which instruments of ratification or accession have 
been deposited before that date. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the respective plenipotentiaries have signed the 
Convention in each of the Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish 
languages, in a single copy, in which in case of dispute, the French text 
shall be authentic, and which shall remain deposited in the archives of the 
International Telecommunication Union, which shall forward a copy to 
each of the signatory countries. 

Done at Geneva, 21 December, 1959. 
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Pour le Bresil : 

l-.O. DE MIRANDA 
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Pour la Republique de Coree: 
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Pour la Republique d'Indonesie: 
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Pour I'Union des Republiques Socialistes Sovieidques 
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ANNEX 1 

(see number 4) 

Afghanistan 
Albania (People's Republic of) 
Saudi Arabia (Kingdom of) 
Argentine Republic 
Australia (Commonwealth of) 
Austria 
Belgium 
Bielorussian Soviet Socialist Republic 
Burma (Union of) 
Bolivia 
Brazil 
Bulgaria (People's Republic of) 
Cambodia (Kingdom of) 
Canada 
Ceylon 
Chile 
China 
Vatican City State 
Colombia (Republic of) 
Belgian Congo and Territory of 

Ruanda-Urundi 
Korea (Republic of) 
Costa Rica 
Cuba 
Denmark 
Dominican Republic 
El Salvador (Republic of) 
Ecuador 
Spain 
Overseas States of the French 

Community and French Overseas 
Territories 

United States of America 
Ethiopia 
Finland 
France 
Ghana 
Greece 

Guatemala 
Guinea (Republic of) 
Haiti (Republic of) 
Honduras (Republic of) 
Hungarian People's Republic 
India (Republic of) 
Indonesia (Republic of) 
Iran 
Iraq (Republic of) 
Ireland 
Iceland 
Israel (State of) 
Italy 
Japan 
Jordan (Hashemite Kingdom of) 
Kuwait 
Laos (Kingdom of) 
Lebanon 
Liberia 
Libya (United Kingdom of) 
Luxembourg 
Malaya (Federation of) 
Morocco (Kingdom of) 
Mexico 
Monaco 
Nepal 
Nicaragua 
Norway 
New Zealand 
Pakistan 
Panama 
Paraguay 
Netherlands (Kingdom of the) 
Peru 
Philippines (Republic of the) 
Poland (People's Republic of) 
Portugal 
Spanish Provinces in Africa 
Portuguese Oversea Provinces 
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United Arab Republic 
Federal Republic of Germany 
Federal People's Republic of 

Yugoslavia 
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic 
Rhodesia and Nyasaland (Federation 

of) 
Roumanian People's Republic 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and 

Northern Ireland 
Sudan (Republic of the) 
Sweden 
Switzerland (Confederation) 
Czechoslovakia 
Territories of the United States of 

America 

Overseas Territories for the interna­
tional relations of which the Govern­
ment of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland 
are responsible 

Thailand 
Tunisia 
Turkey 
Union of South Africa and Territory 

of South-West Africa 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 
Uruguay (Oriental Republic of) 
Venezuela (Republic of) 
Viet-Nam (Republic of) 
Yemen 
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ANNEX 2 

(see number 7) 

British West Africa ! Singapore-British Borneo Group 
British East Africa I Trust Territory of Somaliland under 
Bermuda-British Carribbean Group j Italian Administration 
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ANNEX 3 

(see Article 51) 

Definition of Terms used in the International Telecommunication Convention 

and its Annexes 

300 Administration: Any governmental department or service responsible 
for implementing the obligations undertaken in the International Telecom­
munication Convention and the Regulations annexed thereto. 

301 Private operating agency: Any individual or company or corporation, 
other than a governmental establishment or agency, which operates a 
telecommunication installation intended for an international telecommuni­
cation service or which is capable of causing harmful interference with 
such a service. 

302 Recognized private operating agency: Any private operating agency, as 
defined above, which operates a service of public correspondence or of 
broadcasting and upon which the obligations provided for in Article 21 
are imposed by the Member or Associate Member in whose territory the 
head office of the agency is situated, or by the Member or Associate Member 
which has authorized this operating agency to establish and operate a 
telecommunication service on its territory. 

303 Delegate: A person sent by the government of a Member or Associate 
Member of the Union to a Plenipotentiary Conference, or a person repre­
senting a government or an administration of a Member or Associate 
Member of the Union at an administrative conference, or at a meeting 
of an International Consultative Committee. 

304 Representative: A person sent by a recognized private operating agency 
to an administrative conference, or to a meeting of an International 
Consultative Committee. 

305 Expert: A person sent by a national scientific or industrial organization 
which is authorized by the government or the administration of its country 
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to attend meetings of study groups of an International Consultative 
Committee. 

306 Observer: A person sent by: 

— the United Nations in accordance with Article 28 of the Convention; 

— one of the international organizations invited or admitted in accord­
ance with the provisions of the General Regulations to participate 
in the work of a conference; 

— the government of a Member or Associate Member of the Union 
participating in a non-voting capacity in a special conference of 
a regional character held under the terms of Article 7 of the 
Convention. 

307 Delegation: The totality of the delegates and, should the case arise, any 
representatives, attaches or interpreters sent by the same country. 

Each Member and Associate Member shall be free to make up its 
delegation as it wishes. In particular it may include in its delegation in 
the capacity of delegates or advisers, persons belonging to private operating 
agencies which it recognizes or persons belonging to other private enter­
prises interested in the field of telecommunication. 

308 Telecommunication: Any transmission, emission or reception of signs, 
signals, writing, images and sounds or intelligence of any nature by wire, 
radio, optical or other electromagnetic systems. 

309 Telegraphy: A system of telecommunication which is concerned in any 
process providing transmission and reproduction at a distance of documen­
tary matter, such as written or printed matter or fixed images, or the repro­
duction at a distance of any kind of information in such a form. For 
the purposes of the Radio Regulations, however, unless otherwise specified 
therein, telegraphy shall mean "A system of telecommunication for the 
transmission of written matter by the use of a signal code". 

310 Telephony: A system of telecommunication set up for the transmission 
of speech or, in some cases, other sounds. 

311 Radio communication: Telecommunication by means of radio waves. 
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312 Radio: A general term applied to the use.of radio waves. 

313 Harmful Interference: Any emission, radiation or induction which 
endangers the functioning of a radionavigation service or of other safety 
services 1

t or seriously degrades, obstructs or repeatedly interrupts a radio-
communication service operating in accordance with the Radio Regulations. 

314 International Service: A telecommunication service between telecom­
munication offices or stations of any nature which are in different countries 
or are subject to different countries. 

315 Mobile Service: A service of radiocommunication between mobile and 
land stations, or between mobile stations. 

316 Broadcasting Service: A radiocommunication service in which the 
transmissions are intended for direct reception by the general public. 
This service may include sound transmissions, television transmissions 
or other types of transmissions. 

317 Public Correspondence: Any telecommunication which the offices and 
stations must, by reason of their being at the disposal of the public, accept 
for transmission. 

318 Telegram: Written matter intended to be transmitted by telegraphy 
for delivery to the addressee. This term also includes radiotelegrams 
unless otherwise specified. 

319 Government Telegrams and Government Telephone Calls: Telegrams or 
telephone calls originating with any of the authorities specified below: 

— the Head of a State; 

— the Head of a government and members of a government; 

— the Head of a territory, or the Head of a territory forming part 
of a group, Member or Associate Member; 

') Any radiocommunication service used permanently or temporarily for the 
safeguarding of human life and property. 
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— the Head of a territory under the trusteeship or mandate of the 
United Nations or of a Member or Associate Member; 

— Commanders-in-Chief of military forces, land, sea or air; 

— diplomatic or consular agents; 

— the Secretary-General of the United Nations; Heads of the principal 
organs of the United Nations; 

— the International Court of Justice at The Hague. 

320 Replies to government telegrams as defined herein shall also be regarded 
as government telegrams. 

321 Private Telegrams: Telegrams other than service or government tele­
grams. 

322 Service Telegrams: Telegrams exchanged between: 

a) administrations; 

b) recognized private operating agencies; 

c) administrations and recognized private operating agencies; 

d) administrations and recognized private operating agencies, on the 
one hand, and the Secretary-General, on the other, 

and relating to public international telecommunication. 
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ANNEX 4 
(see Article 27) 

Arbitration 

400 1. The party which appeals to arbitration shall initiate the arbitration 
procedure by transmitting to the other party to the dispute a notice of the 
submission of the dispute to arbitration. 

401 2. The parties shall decide by agreement whether the arbitration is 
to be entrusted to individuals, administrations or governments. If within 
one month after notice of submission of the dispute to arbitration, the par­
ties have been unable to agree upon this point, the arbitration shall be 
entrusted to governments. 

402 3. If arbitration is to be entrusted to individuals, the arbitrators must 
neither be nationals of the parties involved in the dispute, nor have their 
domicile in the countries parties to the dispute, nor be employed in their 
service. 

403 4. If arbitration is to be entrusted to governments, or to administra­
tions thereof, these must be chosen from among the Members or Associate 
Members which are not parties to the dispute, but which are parties to the 
agreement, the application of which caused the dispute. 

404 5. Within three months from the date of receipt of the notification of 
the submission of the dispute to arbitration, each of the two parties to the 
dispute shall appoint an arbitrator. 

405 6. If more than two parties are involved in the dispute, an arbitrator 
shall be appointed in accordance with the procedure set forth in 403 and 
404, by each of the two groups of parties having a common position in the 
dispute. 

406 7. The two arbitrators thus appointed shall choose a third arbitrator 
who, if the first two arbitrators are individuals and not governments or 
administrations, must fulfil the conditions indicated in 402, and in addition 
must not be of the same nationality as either of the other two arbitrators. 
Failing an agreement between the two arbitrators as to the choice of a 
third arbitrator, each of these two arbitrators shall nominate a third 
arbitrator who is in no way concerned in the dispute. The Secretary-
General of the Union shall then draw lots in order to select the third 
arbitrator. 
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407 8. The parties to the dispute may agree to have their dispute settled 
by a single arbitrator appointed by agreement; or alternatively, each party 
may nominate an arbitrator, and request the Secretary-General of the Union 
to draw lots to decide wliich of the persons so nominated is to act as the 
single arbitrator. 

408 9. The arbitrator or arbitrators shall be free to decide upon the pro­
cedure to be followed. 

409 10. The decision of the single arbitrator shall be final and binding 
upon the parties to the dispute. If the arbitration is entrusted to more than 
one arbitrator, the decision made by the majority vote of the arbitrators 
shall be final and binding upon the parties. 

410 11. Each party shall bear the expense it shall have incurred in the investi­
gation and presentation of the arbitration. The costs of arbitration other 
than those incurred by the parties themselves shall be divided equally 
between the parties to the dispute. 

411 12. The Union shall furnish all information relating to the dispute 
which the arbitrator or arbitrators may need. 
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500 

ANNEX 5 

General Regulations annexed to the 

International Telecommunication Convention 

PART I 

General Provisions Regarding Conferences 

CHAPTER 1 

Invitation and Admission to Plenipotentiary Conferences, 
when there is an Inviting Government 

1. The inviting government, in agreement with the Administrative 
Council, shall fix the definitive date and the exact place of the conference. 

501 2. (1) One year before this date, the inviting government shall send 
an invitation to the government of each country Member of the Union 
and to each Associate Member of the Union. 

502 (2) These invitations may be sent directly or through the Secretary-
General or through another government. 

503 3. The Secretary-General shall send an invitation to the United Nations 
in accordance with Article 28 of the Convention. 

504 4. The inviting government, in agreement with or on a proposal by the 
Administrative Council, may invite such specialized agencies in relationship 
with the United Nations as grant to the Union reciprocal representation 
at their conferences to send observers to take part in the conferences in an 
advisory capacity. 

505 5. The replies of the Members and Associate Members must reach the 
inviting government not later than one month before the date of opening 
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of the conference, and should include whenever possible full information 
on the composition of the delegation. 

506 6. Any permanent organ of the Union shall be entitled to be represented 
at the conference in an advisory capacity when the conference is discussing 
matters coming within its competence. In case of need, the conference 
may invite an organ which has not considered it necessary to be represented. 

507 7. The following shall be admitted to Plenipotentiary Conferences: 
a) delegations as defined in 307 of Annex 3 to the Convention; 

508 b) observers of the United Nations; 
509 c) observers of the specialized agencies in conformity with 504. 

CHAPTER 2 

Invitation and Admission to Administrative Conferences, 
when there is an Inviting Government 

510 1. (1) The provisions of 500 to 505 above shall be applicable to adminis­
trative conferences. 

511 (2) However, as regards extraordinary administrative conferences 
and special conferences, the time-limit for the despatch of invitations may 
be reduced to six months. 

512 (3) Members and Associate Members of the Union may inform the 
private operating agencies recognized by them of the invitation they have 
received. 

513 2. (1) The inviting government, in agreement with or on a proposal 
by the Administrative Council, may notify the international organizations 
which are interested in sending observers to participate in the work of the 
conference in an advisory capacity. 

514 (2) The interested international organizations shall make applica­
tions for admission to the inviting government within a period of two 
months from the date of the notification. 

515 (3) The inviting government shall assemble the requests and the 
conference itself shall decide whether the organizations concerned are to 
be admitted or not. 

516 3. (1) The following shall be admitted to administrative conferences: 
a) delegations as defined in 307 of Annex 3 to the Convention; 
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517 b) observers of the United Nations: 

518 c) observers of the specialized agencies in conformity with 
504; 

519 d) observers from international organizations admitted in 
accordance with 513 to 515; 

520 e) representatives of recognized private operating agencies, duly 
authorized by the Member country to which they belong; 

521 f) permanent organs of the Union, subject to the conditions set 
forth in 506. 

522 (2) Moreover, observers from Members and Associate Members 
which do not belong to the region concerned shall be admitted to special 
conferences of a regional character. 

CHAPTER 3 

Special Provisions for Conferences meeting 
when there is no Inviting Government 

523 When a conference is to be held without an inviting government the 
provisions of Chapters 1 and 2 are applicable. The Secretary-General 
shall take the necessary steps to convene and organize it at the seat of the 
Union, after agreement with the Government of the Swiss Confederation. 

CHAPTER 4 

Time-limits for presentation of proposals to Conferences 
and conditions of submission 

524 1. Immediately after the invitations have been despatched, the 
Secretary-General shall ask Members and Associate Members to send 
him, within four months, their proposals for the work of the conference. 
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525 2. All proposals submitted, the adoption of which will involve revision 
of the text of the Convention or Regulations, must carry references identify­
ing by chapter, article or paragraph number those parts of the text which 
will require such revision. The reasons for the proposal must be given, 
as briefly as possible, in each case. 

526 3. The Secretary-General shall assemble and coordinate the proposals 
received from administrations and from the International Consultative 
Committees and shall communicate them, at least three months before 
the opening of the conference, to all Members and Associate Members. 

CHAPTER 5 
Credentials for Conferences 

527 1. (1) Delegations sent by Members of the Union to take part in a 
conference must be duly accredited to exercise their right to vote and must 
be furnished with the necessary powers for the signing of the Final Acts. 

528 (2) Delegations sent by Associate Members of the Union to take 
part in the conference must be duly accredited to participate therein in 
accordance with 16. 

529 2. For Plenipotentiary Conferences: 

(1) a) delegations shall be accredited by instruments signed by the 
Head of State or by the Head of the government or by the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs; 

530 b) however, they may be provisionally accredited by the Head 
of the diplomatic mission accredited to the government of 
the country in which the conference is held; 

531 c) any delegation representing a trust territory, for which the 
United Nations has acceded to the Convention in accord­
ance with Article 20, shall be accredited by the Secretary-
General of the United Nations. 

532 (2) In order to sign the Final Acts of the conference, delegations 
must be furnished with full powers signed by the authorities mentioned in 
529. Powers sent by telegram are not acceptable. 
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533 3. For administrative conferences: 

(1) the provisions of 529 to 532 are applicable. 

534 (2) Independently of the authorities mentioned in 529 above, the 
Minister responsible for questions dealt with during the conference may 
accredit a delegation and empower it to take part in the work and to sign 
the Final Acts. 

535 4. A special committee shall be entrusted with the verification of the 
credentials of each delegation; this committee shall reach its conclusions 
within the period specified by the Plenary Assembly. 

536 5. (1) The delegation of a Member of the Union shall exercise its right 
to vote from the moment when it begins to take part in the work of the 
conference. 

537 (2) However, a delegation shall no longer have the right to vote 
from the time that the Plenary Assembly decides that its credentials are not 
in order until this state of affairs has been rectified. 

538 6. As a general rule, Member countries should endeavour to send their 
own delegations to the conferences of the Union. Nevertheless, if, for 
exceptional reasons, a Member is unable to send its own delegation it may 
accredit the delegation of another Member of the Union and give this 
delegation powers to act and sign on its behalf. 

539 7. A duly accredited delegation may give a mandate to another duly 
accredited delegation to exercise its vote at one or more sessions at which 
it is unable to be present. In this case it must notify the Chairman of 
the conference. 

540 8. A delegation may not exercise more than one proxy vote in any 
of the cases referred to in 538 and 539. 



(GR, Chapter 6) 

CHAPTER 6 

Procedure for calling Extraordinary Administrative Conferences 
at the request of Members of the Union or on a proposal 

of the Administrative Council 

541 1. Any Member of the Union wishing to have an extraordinary 
administrative conference convened shall so inform the Secretary-General, 
indicating the proposed agenda, place and date of the conference. 

542 2. On receipt of twenty similar requests, the Secretary-General shall 
inform all Members and Associate Members thereof by telegram, asking 
the Members to indicate, within six weeks, whether or not they agree to 
the proposal. 

543 3. If a majority of the Members agree to the proposal as a whole, 
that is to say, if they accept the agenda, date and place of the proposed 
meeting, the Secretary-General shall so inform the Members and Associate 
Members of the Union by circular telegram. 

544 4. (1) If the proposal accepted is for a conference elsewhere than at 
the seat of the Union, the Secretary-General shall ask the government of 
the country concerned whether it agrees to act as inviting government. 

545 (2) If the answer is in the affirmative, the Secretary-General, with 
the assent of the government concerned, shall take the necessary steps to 
convene the conference. 

546 (3) If the answer is in the negative, the Secretary-General shall 
request the Members desiring the conference to make alternative suggestions 
for the place of the conference. 

547 5. Where the proposal accepted is for a conference at the seat of the 
Union, the provisions of Chapter 3 shall apply. 

548 6. (1) If the proposal as a whole (agenda, time, and place) is not 
accepted by a majority of the Members, the Secretary-General shall inform 
the Members and Associate Members of the Union of the replies received, 
requesting the Members to give a final reply on the point or points under 
dispute. 
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549 (2) Such points shall be regarded as adopted when they have been 
approved by a majority of the Members. 

550 7. The procedure indicated above shall also be applicable when the 
proposal to convene an extraordinary administrative conference is initiated 
by the Administrative Council. 

CHAPTER 7 

Procedure for convening Special Administrative Conferences 
at the request of Members of the Union or on a proposal 

by the Administrative Council 

551 1. The provisions of Chapter 6 shall be applicable in their entirety 
to special conferences of a world-wide character. 

552 2. In the case of a special conference of a regional character, the 
procedure described in Chapter 6 shall be applicable only to the Members 
of the region concerned. If the conference is to be convened on the ini­
tiative of the Members of the region, it will suffice for the Secretary-General 
to receive concordant requests from a quarter of the total number of 
Members in that region. 

CHAPTER 8 

Provisions common to all Conferences 
Change in the Time or Place of a Conference 

553 1. The provisions of Chapters 6 and 7 above shall apply, by analogy, 
when a change in the time or place of a conference is requested by Members 
of the Union or is proposed by the Administrative Council. However, 
such changes shall only be made if a majority of the Members concerned 
have pronounced in favour. 

554 2. It shall be the responsibility of any Member or Associate Member 
proposing a change in the time or place of a conference to obtain for its 
proposal the support of the requisite number of other Members and Asso­
ciate Members. 
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555 3. Where the issue arises, the Secretary-General shall indicate, in the 
communication referred to in 542 the probable financial consequences of 
a change in the time or place, as, for example, when there has been an 
outlay of expenditure in preparing for the conference at the place initially 
chosen. 

CHAPTER 9 

Rules of Procedure of Conferences 

RULE 1 

Order of Seating 

556 At meetings of the conference, delegations shall be seated in the alpha­
betical order of the French names of the countries represented. 

RULE 2 

Inauguration of the Conference 

557 1. (1) The inaugural meeting of the conference shall be preceded by a 
meeting of the Heads of Delegations to prepare the agenda for the first 
Plenary Assembly. 

558 (2) The Chairman of the meeting of Heads of Delegations shall be 
appointed in accordance with the provisions of 559 and 560. 

559 2. (1) The conference shall be opened by a person appointed by the 
inviting government. 

560 (2) When there is no inviting government, it shall be opened by the 
oldest Head of Delegation. 

561 3. (1) At the first meeting of the Plenary Assembly, the Chairman of the 
conference shall be elected; generally, he will be someone appointed by 
the inviting government. 

562 (2) If there is no inviting government, the Chairman shall be chosen, 
taking into account the proposal made by the Heads of Delegations at 
the meeting described in 557. 

563 4. The first Plenary Assembly shall also: 

a) elect the Vice-Chairmen of the conference; 

564 b) set up the conference committees and elect their respective Chair­
men and Vice-Chairmen; 
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565 c) constitute the conference Secretariat, made up of the staff of 
the General Secretariat of the Union, and, in case of need, of 
staff provided by the administration of the inviting government. 

RULE 3 

Powers of the Chairman of the Conference 

566 1. The Chairman, in addition to performing any other duties incumbent 
on him under these Rules of Procedure, shall open and close the meetings 
of the Plenary Assembly, direct its deliberations, ensure that the Rules of 
Procedure are applied, give the floor to speakers, put questions to the vote, 
and announce the decisions adopted. 

567 2. He shall have the general direction of all the work of the conference, 
and shall ensure that order is maintained at meetings of the Plenary Assem­
bly. He shall give his ruling on motions of order and points of order, 
and in particular, he shall be empowered to propose that discussion on a 
question be postponed or closed, or that a meeting be suspended or adjourn­
ed. He may also decide to postpone the convening of a Plenary Assembly 
or meeting thereof should he consider it necessary. 

568 3. It shall be the duty of the Chairman to protect the right of each 
delegation to express its opinion freely and fully on the point at issue. 

569 4. He shall ensure that discussion is limited to the point at issue, and 
he may interrupt any speaker who departs therefrom and request him to 
confine his remarks to the subject under discussion. 

RULE 4 

Appointment of Committees 

570 1. The Plenary Assembly may appoint committees to consider matters 
referred to the conference. These committees may in turn appoint sub­
committees. Committees and sub-committees may form working groups. 
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571 2. However, committees and sub-committees may appoint sub­
committees and working groups only when it is absolutely necessary. 

RULE 5 

Budget Control Committee 

572 1. At the opening of each conference or meeting, the Plenary Assembly 
shall appoint a budget control committee to determine the organization and 
the facilities available to the delegates, and to examine and approve the 
accounts for expenditure incurred throughout the duration of the conference 
or meeting. In addition to the members of delegations who wish to parti­
cipate, this committee shall include a representative of the Secretary-General 
and where there is an inviting government, a representative of that 
country. 

573 2. Before the budget approved by the Administrative Council for the 
conference or meeting is exhausted, the budget control committee, in colla­
boration with the secretariat of the conference or meeting, shall present an 
interim statement of the expenditure already incurred to the Plenary Assem­
bly. The Plenary Assembly shall take this statement into account in 
considering the question whether the progress made is sufficient to justify 
a prolongation of the conference or meeting after the date when the approved 
budget will be exhausted. 

574 3. At the end of each conference or meeting, the budget control com­
mittee shall present a report to the Plenary Assembly showing, as accurately 
as possible, the estimated total expenditure at the close of the conference 
or meeting. 

575 4. After consideration and approval by the Plenary Assembly, this 
report, together with the observations of the Plenary Assembly, shall be 
transmitted to the Secretary-General for submission to the Administrative 
Council at its next annual session. 

RULE 6 

Composition of Committees 

^76 1. Plenipotentiary Conferences: 

Committees shall be composed of the delegates of Members and Asso­
ciate Members and the observers referred to in 508 and 509, who have so 
requested or who have been designated by the Plenary Assembly. 
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577 2. Administrative Conferences: 

Committees shall be composed of the delegates of Members and Asso­
ciate Members, and the observers and representatives referred to in 517 
to 520, who have so requested or who have been designated by the Plenary 
Assembly. 

RULE 7 

Reporters. Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen of Sub-Committees 

578 The Chairman of each committee shall propose to his committee 
the nomination of the reporters and the choice of the Chairmen, Vice-
Chairmen and reporters of the sub-committees which may be set up. 

RULE 8 

Summons to Meetings 

579 Meetings of the Plenary Assembly, committees, sub-committees and 
working groups shall be announced in good time in the meeting place of 
the conference. 

RULE 9 

Proposals presented before the Opening of the Conference 

580 Proposals presented before the opening of the conference shall be allo­
cated by the Plenary Assembly to the appropriate committees appointed 
in accordance with Rule 4 of these Rules of Procedure. Nevertheless, the 
Plenary Assembly itself shall be entitled to deal directly with any proposal. 

RULE 10 

Proposals or Amendments presented during the Conference 

581 1. Proposals or amendments presented after the opening of the confe­
rence must be delivered to the Chairman of the conference, or to the 
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Chairman of the appropriate committee, as the case may be. They may 
also be handed to the Secretariat of the conference for publication and 
distribution as conference documents. 

582 2. No written proposal or amendment may be presented unless signed 
by the Head of the delegation concerned or by his deputy. 

583 3. The Chairman of a conference or of a committee may at any time 
submit proposals likely to accelerate the debates. 

584 4. Every proposal or amendment shall give, in precise and exact terms, 
the text to be considered. 

585 5. (1) The Chairman of the conference or the Chairman of the appro­
priate committee shall decide in each case whether a proposal or amendment 
submitted during a meeting shall be made orally or presented in writing 
for publication and distribution in accordance with 581. 

586 (2) In general, the texts of all major proposals to be put to the vote 
at a meeting of the Plenary Assembly shall be distributed in good 
time in the working languages of the conference, in order that they may 
be studied before discussion. 

587 (3) In addition, the Chairman of the conference on receiving pro­
posals or amendments referred to in 581, shall refer them to the appropriate 
committee or to the Plenary Assembly as the case may be. 

588 6. Any authorized person may read, or may ask to have read, at a 
meeting of the Plenary Assembly any proposal or amendment submitted 
by him during the conference, and he shall be allowed to explain his reasons 
therefor. 

RULE 11 

Conditions required for Discussion of, and Vote on, 
any Proposal or Amendment 

589 1. No proposal or amendment submitted prior to the opening of the 
conference or by a delegation during the conference may be discussed 
unless it is supported by at least one other delegation when it comes to 
be considered. 

590 2. Each proposal or amendment duly supported shall be submitted 
to a vote after discussion. 
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RULE 12 

Proposals or Amendments passed over or postponed 

591 When a proposal or an amendment has been passed over or when its 
examination has been postponed, the delegation sponsoring it shall be 
responsible for seeing that it is considered later. 

RULE 13 

Rules for Debates of the Plenary Assembly 

592 1. Quorum 

For a valid vote to be taken at a meeting of the Plenary Assembly, 
more than half of the delegations accredited to the conference and having 
the right to vote must be present or represented at the meeting. 

593 2. Order of debates 

(1) Persons desiring to speak must first obtain the consent of the 
Chairman. As a general rule, they shall begin by announcing in what 
capacity they speak. 

594 (2) Any person speaking must express himself slowly and distinctly, 
separating his words and pausing as necessary in order that everybody 
may understand his meaning. 

595 3. Motions of order and points of order 

(1) During debates, any delegation may, when it thinks fit, submit 
a motion of order or raise a point of order, which shall at once be settled 
by the Chairman in accordance with these Rules of Procedure. Any 
delegation may appeal against the Chairman's ruling, which shall however 
stand unless a majority of the delegations present and voting are against it. 

596 (2) A delegation submitting a motion of order shall not, during its 
speech, discuss the substance of the matter in question. 

597 4. Priority of motions of order and points of order 

The motions and points of order mentioned in 595 and 596 shall be 
dealt with in the following order: 

a) any point of order regarding the application of these Rules of 
Procedure; 



89 (GR, Chapter 9) 

598 b) suspension of a meeting; 

599 c) adjournment of a meeting; 

600 d) postponement of debate on the matter under discussion; 

601 e) closure of debate on the matter under discussion; 

602 f) any other motions of order or points of order that may be sub­
mitted, in which case it shall be for the Chairman to decide the 
relative order in which they shall be considered. 

603 5. Motion for suspension or adjournment of a meeting 

During the discussion of a question, a delegation may move that the 
meeting be suspended or adjourned, giving reasons for its proposal. If 
the proposal is seconded, the floor shall be given to two speakers to oppose 
the suspension or adjournment and solely for that purpose, after which 
the motion shall be put to the vote. 

604 6. Motion for postponement of debate 

During discussion of any question, a delegation may propose that the 
debate be postponed for a stated period. Once such a proposal has been 
made, any discussion thereon shall be limited to no more than three 
speakers, not counting the person submitting the proposal: one for the 
motion, and two against. 

605 7. Motion for closure of debate 

A delegation may at any time propose that discussion on the point at 
issue be closed. In such cases, before a vote is taken on the proposal, 
the floor may be given to not more than two speakers opposing the motion. 

606 8. Limitation of speeches 

(1) The Plenary Assembly may, if necessary, decide how many 
speeches any one delegation may make on any particular point, and how 
long they may last. 

607 (2) However, as regards questions of procedure, the Chairman shall 
limit the time allowed for a speech to a maximum of five minutes. 

608 (3) When a speaker has exceeded the time allowed, the Chairman 
shall notify the Assembly and request the speaker to conclude his remarks 
briefly. 
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609 9. Closing the list of speakers 

(1) During the debate, the Chairman may rule that the list of 
speakers wishing to take the floor be read. He shall add the names of 
other delegations who indicate that they wish to speak and he may then, 
with the assent of the Assembly, rule that the list be closed. Nevertheless, 
as an exceptional measure, the Chairman may rule, if he thinks fit, that a 
reply may be made to any previous statement, even after the list of speakers 
has been closed. 

610 (2) The list of speakers having been exhausted, the Chairman shall 
declare discussion on the matter closed. 

611 10. Question of competence 

Any questions of competence that may arise shall be settled before a 
vote is taken on the substance of the matter under discussion. 

612 11. Withdrawal and re-submission of a motion 

The author of a motion may withdraw it before it is put to a vote. 
Any motion, whether it be amended or not, which has been withdrawn 
from debate may be re-submitted or taken up by the author of the amend­
ment or by another delegation. 

RULE 14 

Right to Vote 

613 1. At all meetings of the conference, the delegation of a Member of 
the Union duly accredited by that Member to take part in the work of 
the conference shall be entitled to one vote in accordance with Article 2 
of the Convention. 

614 2. The delegation of a Member of the Union shall exercise the right 
to vote under the conditions described in Chapter 5 of the General 
Regulations. 

RULE 15 

Voting 

615 L Definition of a majority 

(1) A majority shall consist of more than half the delegations 
present and voting. 
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616 (2) In computing a majority, delegations abstaining shall not be 
taken into account. 

617 (3) In case of a tie, a proposal or amendment shall be considered 
rejected. 

618 (4) For the purpose of these Rules of Procedure, a "delegation 
present and voting" shall be a delegation voting for or against a proposal. 

619 2. Non-participation in voting 

Delegations which are present but do not take part in a particular vote 
or expressly state they do not wish to take part shall be considered neither 
as absent, for the purpose of determining a quorum as defined in 592, 
nor as abstaining for the purpose of 621. 

620 3. Special majority 

In cases where Members of the Union are to be admitted, the majority 
described in Article 1 of the Convention shall apply. 

621 4. Abstentions of more than fifty per cent. 

When the number of abstentions exceeds half the number of votes cast 
(for, against, abstentions), consideration of the matter under discussion 
shall be postponed to a later meeting, at which time abstentions shall not 
be taken into account. 

622 5. Voting procedures 

(1) The following voting procedures shall be adopted except in the 
case provided for in 625: 

a) by a show of hands, as a general rule; 

523 b) by roll call, if the above-mentioned procedure shows no clear 
majority or if so requested by at least two delegations. 

624 (2) Votes by roll call shall be taken in the alphabetical order of the 
French names of the Members represented. 

625 6. Secret ballot 

Voting shall be by secret ballot when at least five of the delegations 
present and entitled to vote so request. In such cases, the Secretariat shall 
at once take steps to ensure the secrecy of the vote 
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626 7. Prohibition of interruptions during votes 

No delegation may interrupt once a vote has begun, unless to 
raise a point of order in connection with the way in which the vote is being 
taken. 

627 8. Reasons for votes 

The Chairman shall authorize any delegations which so request to give 
the reasons for their vote, after the vote has been taken. 

628 9. Voting on parts of a proposal 

(1) When the author of a proposal so requests, or when the Assem­
bly thinks fit, or when the Chairman, with the approval of the author, so 
proposes, that proposal shall be sub-divided and its various sections put 
to the vote separately. The parts of the proposal which have been adopted 
shall then be put to the vote as a whole. 

629 (2) If all the sections of a proposal are rejected the proposal shall 
be regarded as rejected as a whole. 

630 10. Order of voting on concurrent proposals 

(1) When there are two or more proposals on any one matter, they 
shall be put to the vote in the order in which they were presented, unless the 
Assembly decides to the contrary. 

631 (2) After each vote, the Assembly shall decide whether or not the 
following proposal shall be voted on. 

632 11. Amendments 

(1) Any proposal for modification consisting only of a deletion 
from, an addition to, or a change in a part of the original proposal shall be 
considered an amendment. 

633 (2) Any amendment to a proposal accepted by the delegation sub­
mitting the proposal shall at once be embodied in the original proposal. 

634 ^ (3) No proposal for modification shall be regarded as an amendment 
if the Assembly considers it to be incompatible with the original proposal. 

635 12. Voting on amendments 

(1) When an amendment is submitted to a proposal, a vote shall 
first be taken on the amendment. 

636 (2) When two or more amendments are submitted to a proposal, 
the amendment furthest from the original text shall be put to the vote first; 
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of the remainder, that furthest from the proposal shall then be put to the 
vote and the same procedure shall be followed until all the amendments 
submitted have been considered. 

637 (3) If one or more amendments are adopted, the proposal thus 
amended shall then be put to the vote. 

638 (4) If no amendment is adopted, the original proposal shall be put 
to the vote. 

RULE 16 

Committees and Sub-committees 
Rules for Debates and Voting Procedures 

639 1. The Chairmen of all committees and sub-committees shall have 
powers similar to those conferred by Rule 3 on the Chairman of the con­
ference. 

640 2. The provisions set forth in Rule 13 for the conduct of debates in the 
Plenary Assembly shall also apply to the discussions of committees and 
sub-committees, except in the matter of the quorum. 

641 3. The provisions set forth in Rule 15 shall also apply to votes taken 
in committees and sub-committees, except as regards 620. 

RULE 17 

Reservations 

642 1. As a general rule, any delegation whose views are not shared by the 
remaining delegations shall endeavour, as far as possible, to conform to 
the opinion of the majority. 

643 2. However, if any decision appears to a delegation to be of such 
a nature as to prevent its government from ratifying the Convention or from 
approving the revision of the Regulations, the delegation may make reser­
vations, final or provisional, regarding this decision. 

RULE 18 

Minutes of Plenary Assemblies 

644 1. The minutes of Plenary Assemblies shall be drawn up by the Secre-
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tariat of the conference, which shall endeavour to ensure their distribution 
to delegations as early as possible before the date on which they are to be 
considered. 

645 2. After the minutes have been distributed, delegations may submit 
in writing to the Secretariat of the conference the corrections they consider 
to be justified; this shall be done in the shortest possible time. This shall 
not prevent them from presenting amendments orally during the meeting 
at which the minutes are approved. 

646 3. (i) As a general rule, the minutes shall contain proposals and con­
clusions, together with the principal arguments for them, presented in terms 
as concise as possible. 

647 (2) However, any delegation shall have the right to require the 
insertion in the minutes, either summarized or in full, of any statement 
it has made during the debates. In this case, the delegation should, as a 
general rule, announce this at the beginning of its statement in order to 
facilitate the work of the reporters and must itself hand in the text to the 
Secretariat of the conference within two hours after the end of the meeting. 

648 4. The right accorded in 647 regarding the insertion of statements 
in the minutes shall in all cases be used with discretion. 

RULE 19 

Summary Records and Reports of Committees 
and Sub-committees 

649 1. (1) The debates of committees and sub-committees shall be summa­
rized, meeting by meeting, in summary records, in which shall be brought 
out the essential points of the discussion, and the various opinions of which 
note ought to be taken, together with any proposals or conclusions resulting 
from the debate as a whole. 

650 (2) Nevertheless, any delegation shall be entitled to invoke 647. 

651 (3) The right referred to above shall in all circumstances be used 
with discretion. 

652 2. Committees and sub-committees may prepare any interim reports 
they deem necessary and, if circumstances warrant, they may submit, at 
the end of their work, a final report recapitulating in concise terms the 
proposals and conclusions resulting from the studies entrusted to them. 
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RULE 20 

Approval of Minutes, Summary Records and Reports 

653 l. (1) As a general rule, at the beginning of each meeting of the Plenary 
Assembly, committee, or sub-committee, the Chairman shall inquire whether 
there are any comments on the minutes of the previous meeting, or, in the 
case of committees or sub-committees, on the summary record of the previous 
meeting. These documents shall be considered approved if no amendments 
have been handed in to the Secretariat and no objection is made orally. 
Otherwise, the appropriate amendments shall be made in the minutes or 
summary record as the case may be. 

654 (2) Any interim or final report must be approved by the committee 
or sub-committee concerned. 

655 2. (1) The minutes of the last Plenary Assembly shall be examined and 
approved by the Chairman of the Assembly. 

656 (2) The summary record of the last meeting of each committee or 
sub-committee shall be examined and approved by the Chairman of the 
committee or sub-committee. 

RULE 21 

Editorial Committee 

657 1. The texts of the Convention, the Regulations and other Final Acts 
of the conference, which shall be worded as far as practicable in their defi­
nitive form by the various committees, taking account of the views expressed, 
shall be submitted to an editorial committee charged with perfecting their 
form without altering the sense and with combining them with those parts 
of former texts which have not been altered. 

658 2. The texts shall be submitted by the editorial committee to the Ple­
nary Assembly of the conference, which shall approve them, or refer them 
back to the appropriate committee for further examination. 

RULE 22 

Numbering 

659 1. The numbers of the chapters, articles and paragraphs of the texts 
subjected to revision shall be preserved until the first reading in Plenary 
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Assembly. The passages added shall bear provisionally the number of the 
last paragraph in the original text, with the addition of "a", "b" , etc.... 

660 2. The definitive numbering of the chapters, articles and paragraphs 
shall be entrusted to the editorial committee after their adoption at the first 
reading. 

RULE 23 

Final Approval 

661 The texts of the Convention, the Regulations and other Final Acts 
shall be considered final when they have been approved at the second 
reading in Plenary Assembly. 

RULE 24 

Signature 

662 The final texts approved by the conference shall be submitted for signa­
ture, in the alphabetical order of the French names of their countries, to 
the delegates provided with the full powers defined in Chapter 5 of the 
General Regulations. 

RULE 25 

Press Notices 

663 Official releases to the press about the work of the conference shall 
be issued only as authorized by the Chairman or a Vice-Chairman of the 
conference. 

RULE 26 

Franking Privileges 

664 During the conference, members of delegations, members of the Admin­
istrative Council, senior officials of the permanent organs of the Union, 
and the staff of the Secretariat of the Union seconded to the conference 
shall be entitled to postal, telegraph and telephone franking privileges to 
the extent arranged by the government of the country in which the confe­
rence is held in agreement with the other governments and recognized 
private operating agencies concerned. 



97 (GR, Chapters 10-11) 

PART II 

International Consultative Committees 

CHAPTER 10 

General Provisions 

665 1. The provisions of Part II of the General Regulations supplement 
Article 13 of the Convention defining the duties and structure of the Inter­
national Consultative Committees. 

666 2. (1) The Consultative Committees shall also observe the applicable 
Rules of Procedure of Conferences contained in Part I of the General 
Regulations. 

667 (2) In order to facilitate the work of the Consultative Committee 
the Plenary Assembly may adopt additional provisions if they do not 
conflict with the Rules of Procedure of Conferences. These additional 
provisions shall be published in the form of a Resolution in the documents 
of the Plenary Assembly concerned. 

CHAPTER 11 

Conditions for Participation 

668 1. (1) The International Consultative Committees shall have as 
members: 

a) of right, the administrations of all Members and Associate 
Members of the Union; 

669 b) any recognized private operating agency which, with the approval 
of the Member or Associate Member which has recognized it, 
subject to the procedure prescribed below, expresses a desire to 
participate in the work of the Committees. 

670 (2) The first request from a recognized private operating agency 
to take part in the work of a Consultative Committee shall be addressed to 
the Secretary-General who shall inform all the Members and Associate 
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Members and the Director of the Consultative Committee concerned. 
A request from a recognized private operating agency must be approved 
by the Member or Associate Member recognizing it. 

671 2. (1) International organizations which coordinate their work with 
the International Telecommunication Union and which have related 
activities may be admitted to participate in the work of the Consultative 
Committees in an advisory capacity. 

672 (2) The first request from an international organization to take 
part in the work of a Consultative Committee shall be addressed to the 
Secretary-General who shall inform by telegram all the Members and 
Associate Members and invite Members to say whether the request should 
be granted; the request shall be granted if the majority of the replies of the 
Members received within a period of one month are favourable. The 
Secretary-General shall inform all the Members and Associate Members 
and the Director of the Consultative Committee concerned of the result 
of the consultation. 

673 3. (1) Scientific or industrial organizations, which are engaged in the 
study of telecommunication problems or in the design or manufacture of 
equipment intended for telecommunication services, may be admitted to 
participate in an advisory capacity in meetings of the study groups of the 
Consultative Committees, provided that their participation has received 
the approval of the administrations of the countries concerned. 

674 (2) The first request from a scientific or industrial organization for 
admission to meetings of study groups of a Consultative Committee shall 
be addressed to the Director of the Consultative Committee; such a request 
must be approved by the administration of the country concerned. 

CHAPTER 12 

Duties of the Plenary Assembly 

675 The Plenary Assembly shall: 

a) consider the reports of study groups and approve, modify or reject 
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the draft recommendations contained in these reports; 

676 b) decide new questions to be studied in conformity with the provi­
sions of 180; and, if need be, establish a study programme; 

677 c) so far as necessary, maintain existing study groups and set up new 
study groups; 

678 d) allocate to study groups the questions to be studied; 

679 e) consider and approve the report of the Director on the activities 
of the Committee since the last meeting of the Plenary Assembly; 

680 f) approve a report on the financial needs of the Committee until the 
next Plenary Assembly, for submission to the Administrative Council; 

681 g) consider any other matters deemed necessary within the provisions 
of Article 13 of the Convention and Part II of the General Regulations. 

CHAPTER 13 

Meetings of the Plenary Assembly 

682 1. The Plenary Assembly shall normally meet every three years at a 
time and place fixed by the preceding Plenary Assembly. 

683 2. The date of the meeting of the Plenary Assembly may be changed 
with the approval of the majority of the Members of the Union which 
participated in the previous meeting of the Plenary Assembly, or which, 
not having so participated, have informed the Secretary-General of their 
wish to take an active part in the work of the Consultative Committee 
concerned. 

684 3. At each of these meetings, the Plenary Assembly shall be presided 
over by the Head of the delegation of the country in which the meeting 
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is held or, in the case of a meeting held at the seat of the Union by a person 
elected by the Plenary Assembly itself; the Chairman shall be assisted by 
Vice-Chairmen elected by the Plenary Assembly. 

685 4. The Secretariat of the Plenary Assembly of a Consultative Com­
mittee shall be composed of the specialized secretariat of that Committee, 
with the help, if necessary, of the personnel of the administration of the 
inviting government and of the General Secretariat. 

CHAPTER 14 

Languages and Method of Voting in Plenary Assemblies 

686 1.(1) The languages used in the Plenary Assemblies shall be as provided 
in Article 16 of the Convention. 

687 (2) The preparatory documents of study groups, the documents 
and minutes of Plenary Assemblies and the documents published after 
these Assemblies by the International Consultative Committees shall be 
issued in the three working languages of the Union. 

2. The Members which are authorized to vote at sessions of Plenary 
Assemblies of the Consultative Committees are those to which reference 
is made in 14 and 232. However, when a country, Member of the Union, 
is not represented by an administration, the representatives of the recog­
nized private operating agencies of that country shall, as a whole, and 
regardless of their number, be entitled to a single vote. 

688 

689 

CHAPTER 15 

Composition of Study Groups 

1. The Plenary Assembly shall set up the necessary study groups to 
deal with questions to be studied. The administrations, recognized private 
operating agencies and international organizations admitted in accordance 
with 671 and 672 which wish to take part in the work of the study groups 
shall give in their names either at the meeting of the Plenary Assembly 
or, at a later date, to the Director of the Consultative Committee concerned. 
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690 2. In addition, and subject to the provisions of 673 and 674, experts 
of scientific or industrial organizations may be admitted to take part in 
an advisory capacity in any meeting of any study group. 

691 3. The Plenary Assembly shall appoint the Chairman and Vice-Chair­
man of each study group. If in the interval between two meetings of the 
Plenary Assembly, a Group Chairman is unable to carry out his duties, 
the Vice-Chairman shall take his place, and the study group concerned 
shall elect, at its next meeting, from among its members, a new Vice-
Chairman. It shall likewise elect a new Vice-Chairman should the Vice-
Chairman find himself no longer able, during this period, to carry out his 
duties. 

CHAPTER 16 

Treatment of Business of Study Groups 

692 1. Study groups shall normally conduct their work by correspondence. 

693 2. (1) However, the Plenary Assembly may give directives concerning 
the convening of any meetings of the study groups that may appear necessary 
to deal with large groups of questions. 

694 (2) Moreover, if after a Plenary Assembly, a Group Chairman 
considers it necessary for his study group to hold one or more meetings 
not provided for by the Plenary Assembly to discuss orally questions 
which could not be solved by correspondence, he may, with the approval 
of his administration and after consultation with the Director concerned 
and the members of his study group, suggest a meeting at a convenient 
place bearing in mind the need to keep expenses to a minimum. 

695 3. However, in order to avoid unnecessary journeys and prolonged 
absences, the Director of a Consultative Committee, in agreement with 
the Group Chairmen of the various study groups concerned, shall draw 
up the general plan of meetings of groups of study groups which are to 
meet in the same place during the same period. 

696 4. The Director shall send the final reports of the study groups to the 
participating administrations, to the recognized private operating agencies 
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of the Consultative Committee and, as occasion may demand, to such 
international organizations as have participated. These shall be sent as 
soon as possible and, in any event, in time for them to be received at least 
one month before the date of the next meeting of the Plenary Assembly. 
This provision may only be waived when study group meetings are held 
immediately prior to the meeting of the Plenary Assembly. Questions 
which have not formed the subject of a report furnished in this way shall 
not appear on the agenda for the meeting of the Plenary Assembly. 

CHAPTER 17 

Duties of the Director. Specialized Secretariat 

697 1. (1) The Director of a Consultative Committee shall coordinate the 
work of the Plenary Assembly and study groups, and shall be responsible 
for the organization of the work of the Consultative Committee. 

698 (2) He shall be responsible for the documents of the Committee. 

699 (3) The Director shall be assisted by a secretariat composed of a 
specialized staff to work under his direction and to aid him in the organ­
ization of the work of the Committee. 

700 (4) The staffs of the specialized secretariats, laboratories and 
technical installations of a Consultative Committee shall be under the 
administrative control of the Secretary-General. 

701 2. The Director shall choose the technical and administrative members 
of the secretariat within the framework of the budget as approved by the 
Plenipotentiary Conference or the Administrative Council. The appoint­
ment of the technical and administrative personnel is made by the Secretary-
General in agreement with the Director. The final decision for appoint­
ment or dismissal rests with the Secretary-General. 

702 3. The Director shall participate as of right, but in an advisory capacity, 
in meetings of the Plenary Assembly and of the study groups. He shall 
make all necessary preparations for meetings of the Plenary Assembly and 
of the study groups. 



103 (GR, Chapters 17-18) 

703 4. The Director shall submit to the Plenary Assembly a report on the 
activities of the Consultative Committee since the last meeting of the Plenary 
Assembly. After approval, this report shall be sent to the Secretary-
General for submission to the Administrative Council. 

704 5. The Director shall submit to the Administrative Council at its 
annual session a report on the activities of the Committee during the 
previous year for the information of the Council and of the Members and 
Associate Members of the Union. 

705 6. The Director shall submit for the approval of the Plenary Assembly 
a report on the financial needs of the Consultative Committee up to the 
next meeting of the Plenary Assembly; this report, after approval by the 
Plenary Assembly, shall be sent to the Secretary-General for transmission 
to the Administrative Council. 

706 7. The Director shall prepare, for inclusion by the Secretary-General 
in the annual budget of the Union, an estimate of the expenses of the 
Committee for the following year, based on the report on the financial 
needs of the Committee approved by the Plenary Assembly. 

707 8. The Director shall participate as necessary in technical assistance 
activities of the Union within the framework of the Convention. 

CHAPTER l: 

Proposals for Administrative Conferences 

708 1. In accordance with 181, the Consultative Committees may make 
proposals for modification of the Regulations mentioned in 193. 

709 2. Such proposals shall be sent to the Secretary-General in good time for 
assembly, coordination and communication, as laid down in 526. 
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CHAPTER 19 

Relations of Consultative Committees between themselves 
and with other International Organizations 

710 1. (1) Plenary Assemblies of Consultative Committees may set up joint 
study groups to study and make recommendations on questions of common 
interest. 

711 (2) The Directors of Consultative Committees may, in collaboration 
with the Group Chairmen, organize joint meetings of study groups of both 
Consultative Committees, to study and prepare draft recommendations on 
questions of common interest. Such draft recommendations shall be 
submitted to the next meeting of the Plenary Assembly of each Consultative 
Committee. 

712 2. The Plenary Assembly or the Director of a Consultative Committee 
may invite a representative of this Committee to attend, in an advisory 
capacity, meetings of the other Consultative Committee or of other inter­
national organizations to which that Consultative Committee has been 
invited. 

713 3. The Secretary-General, the Deputy Secretary-General, the Chairman 
of the International Frequency Registration Board, and the Director of the 
other Consultative Committee, or their representatives, may attend meetings 
of a Consultative Committee in an advisory capacity. In case of need, a 
Consultative Committee may invite to attend its meetings, in an advisory 
capacity, representatives of any permanent organ of the Union which has 
not considered it necessary to be represented. 
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ANNEX 6 
(see Article 28) 

Agreement between the United Nations 
and the International Telecommunication Union 

Preamble 

In consideration of the provisions of Article 57 of the Charter of the 
United Nations and of Article 26 of the Convention of the International 
Telecommunication Union of Atlantic City 1947, the United Nations and 
the International Telecommunication Union agree as follows: 

ARTICLE I 

The United Nations recognizes the International Telecommunication 
Union (hereinafter called "the Union") as the specialized agency respon­
sible for taking such action as may be appropriate under its basic instru­
ment for the accomplishment of the purposes set forth therein. 

ARTICLE II 

Reciprocal Representation 

1. The United Nations shall be invited to send representatives to 
participate, without vote, in the deliberations of all the Plenipotentiary 
and Administrative Conferences of the Union. It shall also, after appro­
priate consultation, be invited to send representatives to attend inter­
national consultative committees or any other meetings convened by the 
Union with the right to participate without vote in the discussion of items 
of interest to the United Nations. 

2. The Union shall be invited to send representatives to attend meetings 
of the General Assembly of the United Nations for the purposes of con­
sultation on telecommunication matters. 
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3. The Union shall be invited to send representatives to be present 
at the meetings of the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations 
and of the Trusteeship Council and of their commissions or committees, 
and to participate, without vote, in the deliberations thereof with respect 
to items on the agenda in which the Union may be concerned. 

4. The Union shall be invited to send representatives to attend meetings 
of the main committees of the General Assembly when matters within 
the competence of the Union are under discussion and to participate, without 
vote, in such discussions. 

5. Written statements presented by the Union shall be distributed by 
the Secretariat of the United Nations to the Members of the General 
Assembly, the Economic and Social Council and its commissions, and the 
Trusteeship Council as appropriate. Similarly, written statements pre­
sented by the United Nations shall be distributed by the Union to its 
Members. 

ARTICLE III 

Proposal of Agenda Items 

After such preliminary consultation as may be necessary, the Union shall 
include on the agenda of Plenipotentiary or Administrative Conferences 
or meetings of other organs of the Union, items proposed to it by the 
United Nations. Similarly, the Economic and Social Council and its 
commissions and the Trusteeship Council shall include on their agenda 
items proposed by the Conferences or other organs of the Union. 

ARTICLE IV 

Recommendations of the United Nations 

1. The Union, having regard to the obligation of the United Nations 
to promote the objectives set forth in Article 55 of the Charter and the 
function and power of the Economic and Social Council under Article 62 
of the Charter to make or initiate studies and reports with respect to inter­
national economic, social, cultural, educational, health and related matters 
and to make recommendations concerning these matters to the specialized 
agencies concerned and having regard also to the responsibility of the 
United Nations, under Articles 58 and 63 of the Charter; to make recom­
mendations for the co-ordination of the policies and activities of such 
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specialized agencies, agrees to arrange for the submission, as soon as 
possible, to its appropriate organ for such action as may seem proper of 
all formal recommendations which the United Nations may make to it. 

2. The Union agrees to enter into consultation with the United 
Nations upon request with respect to such recommendations, and in due 
course to report to the United Nations on the action taken by the 
Union or by its Members to give effect to such recommendations or on 
the other results of their consideration. 

3. The Union will co-operate in whatever further measures may be 
necessary to make co-ordination of the activities of specialized agencies 
and those of the United Nations fully effective. In particular, it agrees 
to co-operate with any body or bodies which the Economic and Social 
Council may establish for the purpose of facilitating such co-ordination 
and to furnish such information as may be required for the carrying out 
of this purpose. 

ARTICLE V 

Exchange of Information and Documents 

1. Subject to such arrangements as may be necessary for the safe­
guarding of confidential material, the fullest and promptest exchange of 
appropriate information and documents shall be made between the United 
Nations and the Union to meet the requirements of each. 

2. Without prejudice to the generality of the provisions of the pre­
ceding paragraph: 

a) the Union shall submit to the United Nations an annual report 
on its activities; 

b) the Union shall comply to the fullest extent practicable with any 
request which the United Nations may make for the furnishing of 
special reports, studies or information; 

c) the Secretary-General of the United Nations shall, upon request, 
consult with the appropriate authority of the Union with a view 
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to providing to the Union such information as may be of special 
interest to it. 

ARTICLE VI 

Assistance to the United Nations 

The Union agrees to co-operate with and to render all possible assistance 
to the United Nations, its principal and subsidiary organs, in accordance 
with the United Nations Charter and the International Telecommunication 
Convention, taking fully into account the particular position of the indi­
vidual members if the Union who are not members of the United Nations. 

ARTICLE VII 

Relations with the International Court of Justice 

1. The Union agrees to furnish any information which may be requested 
by the International Court of Justice in pursuance of Article 34 of the 
Statute of the Court. 

2. The General Assembly authorizes the Union to request advisory 
opinions of the International Court of Justice on legal questions arising 
within the scope of its competence other than questions concerning the 
mutual relationships of the Union and the United Nations or other specia­
lized agencies. 

3. Such request may be addressed to the Court by the Plenipotentiary 
Conference or the Administrative Council acting in pursuance of an 
authorization by the Plenipotentiary Conference. 

4. When requesting the International Court of Justice to give an 
advisory opinion the Union shall inform the Economic and Social Council 
of the request. 

ARTICLE VIII 

Personnel Arrangements 

1. The United Nations and the Union agree to develop as far as 
practicable common personnel standards, methods and arrangements 
designed to avoid serious discrepancies in terms and conditions of employ-
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ment, to avoid competition in recruitment of personnel, and to facilitate 
any mutually desirable interchange of personnel in order to obtain the 
maximum benefit from their services. 

2. The United Nations and the Union agree to co-operate to the 
fullest extent possible in achieving these ends. 

ARTICLE IX 

Statistical Services 

1. The United Nations and the Union agree to strive for maximum 
co-operation, the elimination of all undesirable duplication between them, 
and the most efficient use of their technical personnel in their respective 
collection, analysis, publication, standardization, improvement and disse­
mination of statistical information. They agree to combine their efforts 
to secure the greatest possible usefulness and utilization of statistical 
information and to minimize the burdens placed upon national govern­
ments and other organizations from which such information may be 
collected. 

2. The Union recognizes the United Nations as the central agency 
for the collection, analysis, publication, standardization, improvement and 
dissemination of statistics serving the general purposes of international 
organizations. 

3. The United Nations recognizes the Union as the central agency 
responsible for the collection, analysis, publication, standardization, improve­
ment and dissemination of statistics within its special sphere, without 
prejudice to the rights of the United Nations to concern itself with such 
statistics so far as they may be essential for its own purposes or for the 
improvement of statistics throughout the world. All decisions aŝ  to the 
form in which its service documents are compiled rest with the Union. 

4. In order to build up a central collection of statistical information 
for general use, it is agreed that data supplied to the Union for incorpora­
tion in its basic statistical series or special reports should so far as practi­
cable be made available to the United Nations upon request. 

5. It is agreed that data supplied to the United Nations for incorpo­
ration in its basic statistical series or special reports should so far as 
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practicable and appropriate be made available to the Union upon request. 

ARTICLE X 

Administrative and Technical Services 

1. The United Nations and the Union recognize the desirability in 
the interests of the most efficient use of personnel and resources, of avoid­
ing, whenever possible, the establishment of competitive or overlapping 
services, and when necessary to consult thereon to achieve these ends. 

2. Arrangements shall be made between the United Nations and the 
Union in regard to the registration and deposit of official documents. 

ARTICLE XI 

Budgetary and Financial Arrangements 

1. The budget or the proposed budget of the Union shall be trans­
mitted to the United Nations at the same time as such budget is trans­
mitted to the Members of the Union and the General Assembly may make 
recommendations thereon to the Union. 

2. The Union shall be entitled to send representatives to participate, 
without vote, in the deliberations of the General Assembly or any com­
mittee thereof at all times when the budget of the Union is under con­
sideration. 

ARTICLE XII 

Financing of Special Services 

1. In the event, of the Union being faced with the necessity of incurring 
substantial extra expense as a result of any request which the United 
Nations may make for special reports, studies or assistance in accordance 
with Article VI or with any other provisions of this agreement, consultation 
shall take place with a view to determining the most equitable manner in 
which such expense shall be borne. 
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2. Consultation between the United Nations and the Union shall 
similarly take place with a view to making such arrangements as may be 
found equitable for covering the costs of central administrative, technical 
or fiscal services or facilities or other special assistance requested by the 
Union and provided by the United Nations. 

ARTICLE XIII 

United Nations Laissez-Passer 

Officials of the Union shall have the right to use the laissez-passer of 
the United Nations in accordance with special arrangements to be negotiated 
between the Secretary-General of the United Nations and the competent 
authorities of the Union. 

ARTICLE XIV 

Inter-Agency Agreements 

1. The Union agrees to inform the Economic and Social Council 
of the nature and scope of any formal agreement contemplated between 
the Union and any other specialized agency or other inter-governmental 
organization or international non-governmental organization, and further 
will inform the Economic and Social Council of the details of any such 
agreement, when concluded. 

2. The United Nations agrees to inform the Union of the nature and 
scope of any formal agreement contemplated by any other specialized 
agencies on matters which might be of concern to the Union and further 
will inform the Union of the details of any such agreement, when concluded. 

ARTICLE XV 

Liaison 

1. The United Nations and the Union agree to the foregoing provi­
sions in the belief that they will contribute to the maintenance of effective 
liaison between the two organizations. They affirm their intention of 
taking whatever measures may be necessary to this end. 



(Annex 6) 112 

2. The liaison arrangements provided for in this agreement shall 
apply, as far as appropriate, to the relations between the Union and the 
United Nations, including its branch and regional offices. 

ARTICLE XVI 

United Nations Telecommunication Services 

1. The Union recognizes that it is important that the United Nations 
shall benefit by the same rights as the Members of the Union for operat­
ing telecommunication services. 

2. The United Nations undertakes to operate the telecommunication 
services under its control in accordance with the terms of the International 
Telecommunication Convention and the regulations annexed thereto. 

3. The precise arrangements for implementing this article shall be 
dealt with separately. 

ARTICLE XVII 

Implementation of Agreement 

The Secretary-General of the United Nations and the appropriate 
authority of the Union may enter into such supplementary arrangements 
for the implementation of this agreement as may be found desirable. 

ARTICLE XVIII 

Revision 

On six months' notice given on either part, this agreement shall be 
subject to revision by agreement between the United Nations and the Union. 
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ARTICLE XIX 

Entry into Force 

1. This agreement will come into force provisionally after approval 
by the General Assembly of the United Nations and the Plenipotentiary 
Telecommunication Conference at Atlantic City in 1947. 

2. Subject to the aforementioned approvals, the agreement will 
formally enter into force at the same time as the International Telecom­
munication Convention concluded at Atlantic City in 1947 or at some 
earlier date as may be arranged for by a decision of the Union. 
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FINAL PROTOCOL 

to the 

International Telecommunication Convention 
Geneva, 1959 

At the time of signing the International Telecommunication Convention 
(Geneva, 1959), the undersigned plenipotentiaries take note of the following 
statements forming part of the Final Acts of the Plenipotentiary Conference. 
Geneva, 1959: 

I 

For the Argentine Republic: 

The Argentine Delegation declares: 

The International Telecommunication Convention (Geneva, 1959), 
provides in 4 that any country or group of territories listed in Annex 1 
thereto is a Member of the Union. Annex 1 lists for this purpose the 
"Overseas Territories for the International Relations of which the Govern­
ment of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland are 
responsible". 

Since the Government concerned habitually includes the territories 
which it calls the "Falkland Islands and Dependencies" in this entity, a 
practice reflected in the official documents published by the International 
Telecommunication Union, the Argentine Delegation formally declares 
that this practice in no wise detracts from Argentine sovereignty over these 
islands, occupied by the United Kingdom as a result of an act of force never 
accepted by the Argentine Government, which hereby reaffirms the inalien­
able rights of the Republic and declares that the Malvinas Islands, the 
South Sandwich Islands, the South Georgia Islands, and the Argentine 
Sector of the Antartic are the colony or possession of no other nation, that 
they form part of Argentine national soil and are subject to Argentine 
dominion and sovereignty. 

w 

This declaration also holds good for any other mention of the same kind 
hich may be included in the Convention or its Annexes. 
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II 
For Canada: 

The signature of Canada to the International Telecommunication Con­
vention (Geneva, 1959), is subject to the reservation that Canada does 
not accept 193 of this Convention. Canada agrees to be bound by the 
Radio Regulations, the Telegraph Regulations and, subject to one reser­
vation, by the Additional Radio Regulations, all as annexed to this Con­
vention but does not agree to be bound by the Telephone Regulations. 

Ill 
For China: 

The Delegation of the Republic of China to the Plenipotentiary Confe­
rence of the International Telecommunication Union at Geneva, 1959, as at 
Atlantic City and Buenos Aires, is the only legitimate representation of China 
therein, and is recognized as such by the Conference. Any Declarations 
or Reservations made in connection with or attached to the present Con­
vention by any Members of the Union, incompatible with the position of 
the Republic of China as set forth above, are illegal and therefore null 
and void. To those Members of the Union, the Republic of China does 
not, by signature of this Convention, accept any obligation arising out 
of the International Telecommunication Convention (Geneva, 1959) or 
any of the Protocols annexed thereto. 

IV 

For the Belgian Congo and Territory of Ruanda- Urundi: 

In signing the International Telecommunication Convention (Geneva, 
1959), the Belgian Congo and Territory of Ruanda-Urundi officially 
declare that they reserve the right not to abide by Article 3 of the Radio 
Regulations (Geneva, 1959), except in so far as the application of this 
article permits to meet the indispensable requirements of their domestic 
broadcasting. 

V 
For Costa Rica : 

The Delegation of the Republic of Costa Rica reserves its Govern­
ment's right to accept or not to accept the consequences of any reser­
vations made by other governments represented at this Conference, 
should such reservations entail any increase in Costa Rica's financial 
contribution to the Union. 
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VI 
For Cuba: 

The Delegation of Cuba, in signing this Convention on behalf of the 
Government of the Republic of Cuba, formally reserves its position with 
regard to acceptance of the Telegraph Regulations, Telephone Regulations, 
and Additional Radio Regulations, mentioned in Article 14 of the Inter­
national Telecommunication Convention (Geneva, 1959). 

VII 

For the Republic of El Salvador: 

The Government of the Republic of El Salvador reserves the right to 
take such action as may be required to protect its interests, should any 
Member or Associate Member of the Union not share in defraying the 
expenses of the Union or make reservations such that El Salvador's share 
in defraying the expenses of the Union is thereby increased. 

B 

In signing this Convention on behalf of the Republic of El Salvador, I 
hereby reserve the right of the Government of El Salvador to accept or not 
to accept the obligations entailed by the Telephone Regulations and the 
Additional Radio Regulations mentioned in Article 14 of the International 
Telecommunication Convention (Geneva, 1959). 

VIII 

For the United States of America: 

Signature of this Convention for and in the name of the United States 
of America constitutes, in accordance with its constitutional processes, 
signature also on behalf of all territories of the United States of America. 

The United States of America formally declares that the United States 
of America does not, by signature of this Convention on its behalf, accept 
any obligation in respect of the Telephone Regulations or the Additional 
Radio Regulations referred to in Article 14 of the International Telecom­
munication Convention (Geneva, 1959). 
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IX 

For Greece: 

On behalf of its Government, the Hellenic Delegation hereby declares 
that it accepts no consequence of any reservation which might lead to an 
increase of its share in defraying the expenses of the Union. 

X 

For the Republic of India 

1. Upon signing the Final Acts of the International Telecommunica­
tion Conference, Geneva, 1959, the Republic of India does not accept 
any financial implications resulting from any reservation that might be 
made on the budgetary matters of the Union by any delegation participating 
in the present Conference. 

2. The Delegation of the Republic of India states that the signature by 
the Delegation to this Convention is also subject to the reservation that the 
Republic of India may or may not be in a position to accept certain pro­
visions of the Telegraph and the Telephone Regulations (Geneva, 1958), 
referred to in Article 14 of this Convention. 

3. The Delegation of the Republic of India further reserves the right 
of its Government to take appropriate steps if necessary to ensure proper 
functioning of the Union and its permanent organs and implementation 
of the Regulations, listed in Article 14 of the Convention, should any 
country reserve and/or not accept the provisions of the Convention and 
of the Regulations mentioned above. 

XI 

For the Republic of Indonesia: 

Due to the fact that Irian Barat (Western New Guinea) constitutionally 
is an integrated part of the Republic of Indonesia, the Indonesian Delega­
tion to the Plenipotentiary Conference and the Administrative Radio Con­
ference, Geneva, 1959, formally declares that its signature to this Conven­
tion and to the Radio Regulations in no way implies the acceptance of 
the mentioning of Irian Barat (New Guinea) preceded by the word 
"Netherlands" in documents of the Union and the Radio Regulations 
(annexes and/or appendices). 
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XII 
For the State of Israel: 

The Delegation of the State of Israel cannot accept the reservations 
made by the Delegations of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, the Republic of 
Iraq, the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, the United 
Kingdom of Libya, the Kingdom of Morocco, the United Arab Republic, 
the Republic of the Sudan and Tunisia, concerning Israel, and reserves the 
right of its Government to take any appropriate measure it may deem 
necessary to safeguard the interests of the State of Israel in the application 
of this Convention and the Regulations annexed thereto, as far as the above 
Member countries are concerned. 

XIII 
For Japan: 

Japan reserves the right to take such action as it may consider necessary 
to safeguard its interests should reservations by other countries lead to an 
increase in the share it takes in defraying the expenses of the Union. 

XIV 

For the Kingdom of the Netherlands : 

The Delegation of the Kingdom of the Netherlands declares that it 
does not accept the statement of the Delegation of the Republic of 
Indonesia contained in its formal declaration in so far as this statement 
disputes the sovereignty of the Government of the Netherlands over the 
non-self-governing territory of Netherlands New Guinea. 

As for the denomination "Netherlands New Guinea" it declares that 
this denomination is the constitutionally correct one and is formally 
recognized as such and applied by the Secretariat of the United Nations. 

XV 

For the Republic of the Philippines: 

The Republic of the Philippines formally declares upon signing the 
present Convention that it cannot currently accept any obligations with 
reference to the Telegraph and Telephone Regulations mentioned in 193 
of the Convention. 
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XVI 

For the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland: 

The Delegation of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland declares: 

that it does not accept the statement of the Argentine Delegation con­
tained in its declaration in so far as this statement disputes the sovereignty 
of Her Majesty's Government in the United Kingdom over the Falkland 
Islands and the Falkland Islands Dependencies and it wishes formally to 
reserve the rights of Her Majesty's Government on this question. The 
Falkland Islands and the Falkland Islands Dependencies are and remain 
an integral part of the territories together making up the Member hitherto 
known as: Colonies, Protectorates, Overseas Territories and Territories 
under Mandate or Trusteeship of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland on behalf of which the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland acceded to the International Telecommuni­
cation Convention (Buenos Aires, 1952) on 16 November, 1953, and which 
is described in the International Telecommunication Convention (Geneva, 
1959) as: Overseas Territories for the international relations of which the 
Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 
are responsible. 

XVII 
For the Czechoslovak Republic : 

The Czechoslovak Delegation declares on behalf of the Government 
of the Czechoslovak Republic that it will not be bound by any con­
sequences that may arise from reservations designed to raise its con­
tributory share towards defraying the expenses of the Union. 

XVIII 
For Turkey: 

The Delegation of Turkey declares that the Government of the Republic 
of Turkey cannot accept any financial consequences that might arise as a 
result of reservations made by other Governments taking part in the Pleni­
potentiary Conference, Geneva, 1959. 

XIX 

For the Union of South Africa and Territory of South-West Africa: 

The Delegation of the Union of South Africa and Territory of South-
West Africa declares that the signature of the Union of South Africa 
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and Territory of South-West Africa to this Convention is subject to the 
reservation that the Union of South Africa and Territory of South-West 
Africa does not agree to be bound by the Telephone Regulations referred 
to in Article 14 of the International Telecommunication Convention 
(Geneva, 1959). 

XX 

For the Republic of Venezuela: 

In signing this Convention, the Delegation of the Republic of Venezuela, 
on behalf of its Government, maintains the reservations indicated in the 
Telegraph Regulations and the Telephone Regulations (Geneva, 1958), and 
also with regard to the Radio Regulations (Geneva, 1959). 

XXI 

For Afghanistan, the Argentine Republic, Belgium, the Republic of Colombia, 
the Belgian Congo and Territory of Ruanda-Urundi, Denmark, Spain. 
Overseas States of the French Community and French Overseas Territories, 
France, Mexico, Monaco, Norway, Paraguay, Peru, Portugal, Portuguese 
Oversea Provinces, the Federal Republic of Germany, Federal People's 
Republic of Yugoslavia, Sweden and Switzerland: 

The delegations of the above-mentioned countries declare on behalf of 
their respective Governments that they accept no consequences of any reser­
vations which would lead to an increase in the shares they take in defraying 
the expenses of the Union. 

XXII 

For the People's Republic of Albania, the Bielorussian Soviet Socialist 
Republic, the People's Republic of Bulgaria, the Hungarian People's 
Republic, the People's Republic of Poland, the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist 
Republic, the Roumanian People's Republic, the Czechoslovak Republic 
and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics: 

These Delegations hereby declare on behalf of their Governments 
that the decision taken by the Plenipotentiary Conference, Geneva, 1959, 
of the International Telecommunication Union, to recognize the credentials 
of Chiang Kai-Shek's representatives to take part in the Conference and to 
sign the Final Acts on behalf of China, is illegitimate, in so far as the legal 
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representatives of China can only be the representatives appointed by the 
Central People's Government of the People's Republic of China. 

XXIII 

For the People's Republic of Albania, the People's Republic of Bulgaria, 
the Hungarian People's Republic, the People's Republic of Poland, the 
Roumanian People's Republic and the Czechoslovak Republic: 

On signing the International Telecommunication Convention (Geneva, 
1959), the Delegations of the People's Republic of Albania, the People's 
Republic of Bulgaria, the Hungarian People's Republic, the People's 
Republic of Poland, the Roumanian People's Republic, and the Czechoslo­
vak Republic reserve for their Governments the right to accept or not to 
accept the Radio Regulations, in whole or in part. 

XXIV 

For the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, the Republic of Iraq, the Hashemite 
Kingdom of Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, the United Kingdom of Libya, 
the Kingdom of Morocco, the United Arab Republic, the Republic of 
the Sudan and Tunisia: 

The above mentioned Delegations declare that the signature, and 
possible subsequent ratification by their respective Governments to the 
International Telecommunication Convention (Geneva, 1959), are not 
valid with respect to the Member appearing in Annex 1 to this Convention 
under the name of Israel, and in no way imply its recognition. 

XXV 

For Austria and Italy: 

Austria and Italy reserve the right to take such action as they may 
consider necessary to safeguard their interests, should Members or Asso­
ciate Members not share in defraying the expenses of the Union in the 
manner specified in the International Telecommunication Convention 
(Geneva, 1959), or should reservations by other countries jeopardize their 
telecommunication services. 
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XXVI 

For the Bielorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, the Ukrainian Soviet So­
cialist Republic and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics: 

The Delegations of the Bielorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, the 
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic and the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics, hereby formally declare that in signing this Convention they 
maintain the reservations relating to the Radio Regulations that were made 
by their Governments in ratifying the International Telecommunication 
Convention (Buenos Aires, 1952). 

XXVII 

For Ghana, the Republic of Guinea and Iran: 

The Delegations of the above-mentioned countries declare that they 
reserve the right of their Governments to take any action they deem neces­
sary to safeguard their interests should Members or Associate Members in 
any way fail to comply with the requirements of the International Telecom­
munication Convention (Geneva, 1959) or should reservations by other 
countries jeopardize their telecommunication services. 

XXVIII 

For the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan and the United Arab Republic: 

The Delegations of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan and the United 
Arab Republic declare on behalf of their Governments, their disagreement 
with 42 and with 97, which authorize the Administrative Council to con­
clude agreements with international organizations on behalf of the Union. 
Any such agreements which they will consider against their interest shall 
not be binding on them. 

XXIX 

For the Commonwealth of Australia, New Zealand, Pakistan, the Republic 
of the Philippines, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland and the Union of South Africa and Territory of South-West 
Africa: 

The Delegations of the above-mentioned countries reserve for their 
Governments the right to take such action as they may consider necessary to 
safeguard their interests, should certain Members or Associate Members 
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not share in defraying the expenses of the Union, or should they fail in any 
other way to comply with the requirements of the International Telecommu­
nication Convention (Geneva, 1959) or its Annexes or the Protocols attached 
thereto, or should reservations by other countries jeopardize their telecom­
munication services. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the respective plenipotentiaries have signed this 
Final Protocol in each of the Chinese, English, French, Russian and 
Spanish languages, in a single copy, which shall remain deposited in the 
archives of the International Telecommunication Union, which shall for­
ward a copy to each of the signatory countries. 

Done at Geneva, 21 December 1959. 

The signatures following the Final Protocol are the same as those which 
follow the Convention. 
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ADDITIONAL PROTOCOLS 
to the 

International Telecommunication Convention 

Geneva, 1959 

At the time of signing the International Telecommunication Convention 
(Geneva, 1959), the undersigned plenipotentiaries have signed the following 
additional protocols forming part of the Final Acts of the Plenipotentiary 
Conference, Geneva, 1959: 

PROTOCOL 

Procedure to be followed by Members and Associate Members in 
choosing their Class of Contribution 

1. Every Member and Associate Member shall inform the Secretary-
General before 1 July, 1960, of the class of contribution it has chosen from 
the table of classes of contributions shown in 202 of the International 
Telecommunication Convention (Geneva, 1959). 

2. Members and Associate Members who have failed to make known 
their decision before 1 July, 1960, in accordance with the requirements 
of paragraph 1 above, will be required to contribute the same number of 
units as they contributed under the Buenos Aires Convention. 

II 

PROTOCOL 

Expenses of the Union for the period 1961 to 1965 

1. The Administrative Council is authorized to draw up the annual 
budget of the Union in such a way that the annual expenses of 

— the Administrative Council 
— the General Secretariat 
— the International Frequency Registration Board 
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— the secretariats of the International Consultative Committees 

— the Union's laboratories and technical equipment 

do not exceed the following amounts for the years 1961 and onwards until 
the next Plenipotentiary Conference of the Union: 

11,000,000 Swiss francs for the year 1961 

11,500,000 Swiss francs for the year 1962 

11,500,000 Swiss francs for the year 1963 

11,845,000 Swiss francs for the year 1964 

12,200,000 Swiss francs for the year 1965. 

For the years after 1965 the annual budgets shall not exceed the sum 
specified for the preceding year by more than 3 % per annum. These sums 
shall include amounts paid by way of rent of the new building for the Union. 

2. In very exceptional cases, however, the Administrative Council is 
authorized to use credits not exceeding by a maximum of 3% the limits 
established in paragraph 1 above. In such cases it shall adopt a resolution 
indicating the specific reasons for such a step. 

3. The Council may also exceed the limits established in paragraph 1 
above to take account of: 

3.1. increases in the salary scales, pension contributions or allowances 
including post adjustments established by the United Nations 
for application to their staff employed in Geneva; and 

3.2. fluctuations in the exchange rate between the Swiss franc and the 
U.S. dollar which would involve additional expenses for the 
Union. 

4. For the purpose of the move of the offices of the Union to the new 
building the Administrative Council may include in the budget a special 
additional amount not exceeding the sum of 715,000 Swiss francs. Mem­
bers and Associate Members shall be required to contribute in accordance 
with the classes they have chosen under Article 15 of the Convention. 
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.5. Expenditure on conferences and meetings referred to in 197 and 
198 of the Convention may be authorized by the Administrative Council 
up to a maximum sum of 13,189,000 Swiss francs for the five-year period 
1961 to 1965. 

5.1. During the years 1961 to 1965, the Administrative Council shall, 
subject if necessary to the provisions of sub-paragraph 5.3. below, 
attempt to restrict such expenditure within the following amounts: 

780,000 Swiss francs for the year 1961 
1,184,000 Swiss francs for the year 1962 
4,000,000 Swiss francs for the year 1963 

. 3,225,000 Swiss francs for the year 1964 
4,000,000 Swiss francs for the year 1965. 

5.2. The sum for 1965 shall be reduced by: 

— 1,000,000 Swiss francs if a Plenipotentiary Conference is not 
held in 1965, 

— 2,120,000 Swiss francs if an ordinary administrative radio 
conference is not held in 1965. 

If a Plenipotentiary Conference is not held in 1965, the Admin­
istrative Council shall authorize for each year after 1965 such 
sums as they consider appropriate for the purpose of the confe­
rences and meetings referred to in 197 and 198 of the Convention. 

5.3. The Administrative Council may authorize expenditure in excess 
of the annual limits specified in sub-paragraphs 5.1. and 5.2. of 
this paragraph if the excess can be compensated by credits: 

— accrued from a previous year; or 
— foreseen in a future year. 

6. The Administrative Council shall be entrusted with the task of 
effecting every possible economy. To this end, it shall be the duty of the 
Administrative Council annually to establish the lowest possible authorized 
level of expenditure commensurate with the needs of the Union, within 
the limits established by paragraphs 1, 4 and 5 above. 

7. If the credits which may be used by the Council by virtue of para­
graphs 1 to 5 above prove insufficient to ensure the efficient operation of 
the Union, the Council may only exceed those credits with the approval of 
the majority of the Members of the Union after they have been duly con-
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suited. Whenever Members of the Union are consulted, they shall be pre­
sented with a full statement of the facts justifying the step. 

8. Before considering proposals which might have financial effects, 
the administrative conferences and plenary assemblies of Consultative 
Committees shall have an estimate of the supplementary expenses which 
might result therefrom. 

9. No decision of an administrative conference or of a plenary assem­
bly of a Consultative Committee shall be put into effect if it will result in 
a direct or indirect increase in the expenses beyond the credits that the 
Administrative Council may authorize under the terms of paragraphs 1 
to 5 above or in the circumstances envisaged in paragraph 7. 

Ill 

PROTOCOL 

Limits on Ordinary Expenditure 

Ordinary Budget of the Union for I960 

1. The Ordinary Budget of the Union for the year 1960 shall be drawn up 
in final form by the Administrative Council at its ordinary Session in 1960 
within the limits of a total sum of nine million Swiss francs for the costs of: 

the Administrative Council 

the General Secretariat 

the International Frequency Registration Board 

the secretariats of the International Consultative Committees 

the Union's laboratories and technical equipment, excluding sums 
withdrawn from the C.C.I.T.T. Reserve Fund. 

2. For the guidance of the Administrative Council, the sum of nine 
million Swiss francs has been arrived at as follows: 
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Swiss francs 

2.1. Amount referred to the Plenipotentiary Conference 
by the Administrative Council in Annex 8 of their 
report (excluding Technical Assistance) 7,483,000 

Swiss francs 

Less: 

a) Amount included for second post of 
Assistant Secretary-General . . . . 90,000 

b) Amount included for supplementary 
staff requested by the I.F.R.B. above 
the approved staff level of 86 persons 154,000 

c) Present cost of I.F.R.B. circulars to be 
charged to the publications budget 115,000 359,000 

Total 7,124,000 

2.2. Amounts proposed by the Acting Secretary-General 
for sundry requirements referred to in the Annex to 
Doc. 339 of the Conference (page 7) 101,000 

2.3. Increased credits for the Administrative Council 
and use of the Russian language (for one session of 
5 weeks) 117,000 

2.4. Extended external audit 5,000 

2.5. Expert enquiry into the working of the Union's 
Secretariats 15,000 

2.6. Increased cost of living allowances for retired staff 17,000 

2.7. Integration of the Offset Section temporary staff 
into the permanent staff 48,000 

2.8. Application of the United Nations Common System 
to the staff of the Union from 1 January 1960 (net 
cost) 500,000 

Carry forward 7,927,000 



129 (Additional Protocols) 

Swiss francs 

Brought forward 7,927,000 

2.9. Requirements of I.F.R.B. as regards extra duties 
resulting from the decisions of the Plenipotentiary 
Conference and Administrative Radio Conference 800,000 

2.10. Additional expenses for the General Secretariat 
consequent upon item 2.9 44,000 

2.11. Removal and other expenses consequent upon the 
appointment of a Secretary-General, Deputy Secre­
tary-General and changes in membership of I.F.R.B. 179,000 

2.12. Use of electronic calculating machines 50,000 

Total 9,000,000 

3. Before drawing up the ordinary budget in its final form, the Admin­
istrative Council shall review in detail the various items and the sums 
indicated in paragraph 2 above with a view to reducing expenses to the lowest 
possible level. From 1 January 1960 until the budget has been drawn up 
in final form, the Secretary-General is empowered to incur reasonable 
expenditure for the purposes of the ordinary budget of the Union within 
the framework of the estimates indicated in the said paragraph. 

4. Recognizing that Members and Associate Members have been called 
upon to make a payment towards their contributory shares for 1960 prior 
to 1 January 1960 and that the sums not paid bear interest as from that 
date, and that the additional payment due under this Protocol cannot be 
charged to Members and Associate Members until after the budget has 
been drawn up in final form, the Plenipotentiary Conference, Geneva, 1959, 
agrees that, notwithstanding the provisions of paragraphs 8 and 9 of 
Article 13 of the International Telecommunication Convention (Buenos 
Aires, 1952) payment of the balance of contributions by Members and 
Associate Members due under this Protocol may exceptionally be made 
at any time during the year 1960, and that this balance shall not begin to 
bear interest until 1 January, 1961. 
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IV 

PROTOCOL 

Temporary Arrangements 

The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommunication 
Union, Geneva, 1959, has agreed to the following arrangements to be applied 
on a provisional basis until the coming into force of the International 
Telecommunication Convention (Geneva, 1959): 

1. (1) The Administrative Council, elected by that Conference in the 
manner described in Article 9 of that Convention, wliich has held its first 
meeting before the signature of the present Protocol, shall continue to 
perform the duties assigned to it under that Convention. 

(2) The Chairman and the Vice-Chairman elected by the Adminis­
trative Council during the course of that first meeting shall remain in 
office until the election of their successors at the opening of the annual 
Administrative Council session of 1961. 

2. The eleven members of the International Frequency Registration 
Board, elected at the present Administrative Radio Conference (Geneva, 
1959) in the manner described in 160 to 169 of that Convention, shall 
take office on the date decided by that Conference. 

3. The Secretary-General and the Deputy Secretary-General elected by 
the Plenipotentiary Conference in the manner described in Article 6 of 
that Convention, shall take office on 1 January, 1960. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the respective plenipotentiaries have signed these 
Additional Protocols in each of the Chinese, English, French, Russian 
and Spanish languages, in a single copy, which shall remain deposited in 
the archives of the International Telecommunication Union, which shall 
forward a copy to each of the signatory countries. 

Done at Geneva, 21 December 1959. 

The signatures following the Additional Protocols are the same as those 
which follow the Convention. 
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RESOLUTIONS, RECOMMENDATIONS 
AND OPINION 

RESOLUTION No 1 

Provisional Staff Regulations for Elected Officials of the Union 

The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommunication 
Union, Geneva, 1959, 

considering 

a) its decision to make the Secretary-General and the Deputy Secretary-
General officials elected by the Plenipotentiary Conference; 

b) that the above decision, and others relating to personnel questions, 
will necessitate the revision of the Staff Regulations of the Union; 

c) that provisions applying to elected officials should be separate 
from the rest of the Staff Regulations; 

instructs the Administrative Council 

1. to draft regulations to apply to the elected officials of the Union 
according to the following three categories: 

1.1. officials elected by the Plenipotentiary Conference for a limited 
period: the Secretary-General and the Deputy Secretary-General; 

1.2. officials elected by the Ordinary Administrative Radio Conference 
for a limited period: the members of the International Frequency 
Registration Board; 

1.3. officials elected by the Plenary Assemblies of the Consultative 
Committees for an unlimited period: the Directors of the Consul­
tative Committees; 

2. to submit such draft regulations to the next Plenipotentiary Con­
ference; and 

authorizes the Administrative Council 

to apply such regulations, in whole or in part, with provisional effect, 
until the next Plenipotentiary Conference. 
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RESOLUTION No. 2 

Salaries of Elected Officials 

The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommunica­
tion Union, Geneva, 1959, 

resolves 

1. that the Secretary-General, the Deputy Secretary-General, the Direc­
tors of the International Consultative Committees and the members of the 
International Frequency Registration Board shall be paid the following 
annual salaries with effect from 1 January 1960: 

U.S. dollars per year 
Secretary-General 14,651.16 

Deputy Secretary-General, Direc- J 
tors of the Consultative Committees, 1 13,720.93 
I.F.R.B. members 

2. that the present holder of the post of Vice-Director of the C.C.I.R. 
shall receive a salary of U.S. dollars 12,500 per year with effect from 
1 January 1960; 

further resolves 

that costs incurred by certain officials for representation will be re­
imbursed against vouchers within the following limits: 

Secretary-General 
Swiss francs per year 

. . . 7,000 

Deputy Secretary-General, 
Directors of the Con­
sultative Committees 

I.F.R.B 

instructs the Administrative Council 

3,500 

5,000 for the Board as 
a whole at the dis­
cretion of the Chair­
man 

in the event that there is an adjustment in Common System salary 
scales, to propose, for the approval of the majority of the Members of 
the Union, suitable adjustments to the above salaries. 
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RESOLUTION No. 3 

Insurance System for the members 
of the International Frequency Registration Board (I.F.R.B.) 

The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommuni­
cation Union, Geneva, 1959, 

considering 

a) the present insurance system of the members of the I.F.R.B., de­
scribed in Resolution No. 257 (amended) of the Administrative Council; 

b) its decision to affiliate the Union to the United Nations Joint Staff 
Pension Fund; 

c) the fact that it did not have sufficient time to consider the question 
of the I.F.R.B. members' insurance system in the light of the decisions it 
took as regards the future status of I.F.R.B. members; 

resolves 

1. that the Secretary-General shall study, in consultation with the 
I.F.R.B., proposals as regards the I.F.R.B. members' insurance conditions, 
taking into account changes in the membership of the Board, past service, 
eligibility for affiliation to the United Nations Joint Staff Pension Fund, 
and other relevant considerations; 

2. that the Administrative Council shall, at its next annual session, 
consider the Secretary-General's proposals and take appropriate action. 

RESOLUTION No. 4 

Extension of the Mandate of the Vice-Director 
of the International Radio Consultative Committee (C.C.I.R.) 

The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommuni­
cation Union, Geneva, 1959, 

considering that 

a) the Vice-Director of the C.C.I.R. will reach the normal retiring 
age of 65 on 31 May, 1961 and would therefore normally retire on 31 Decem­
ber, 1961; 
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b) Article 22 of the Union's Staff Regulations provides that in quite 
exceptional cases, in the interests of the Union and if the official consents, 
extensions of service, not exceeding two years beyond the normal retiring 
age, may be allowed, and that, in the case of a Vice-Director of a C.C.I., 
it shall be for the Plenary Assembly of the Consultative Committee con­
cerned to take the initiative and to decide on such extension; 

c) the IXth Plenary Assembly of the C.C.I.R., Los Angeles 1959, 
recommended that the Administrative Council should be authorized to 
grant an extension of service to the Vice-Director up to the closing date of 
the Xth Plenary Assembly of the C.C.I.R.; 

d) the Xth Plenary Assembly of the C.C.I.R. is not due to be held 
until early 1963; 

e) the International Telecommunication Convention (Geneva, 1959) 
does not provide for the post of Vice-Director of the C.C.I.R.; 

resolves 

that the Administrative Council shall be authorized to grant an extension 
of service to the present incumbent of the post up to the closing date of 
the Xth Plenary Assembly of the C.C.I.R. in 1963. 

RESOLUTION No. 5 

Coordination between the Permanent Organs of the Union 

The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommunica­
tion Union, Geneva, 1959. 

considering 

a) that in view of the existence of the four permanent organs which 
deal to some extent with similar matters, especially in the fields of Technical 
Assistance, external relations and public information, there is a need for 
close coordination between them; 

b) that the Coordination Committee which is a consultative body 
would work more efficiently if coordination were properly established at 
working level; 
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resolves 

that the organization of the General Secretariat should be so established 
as to provide for coordination between the various permanent organs at 
the working level especially for matters related to Technical Assistance, 
external relations, and public information. The Administrative Council 
shall give the necessary general directives. 

RESOLUTION No. 6 

Expert Inquiry into the Working of the Union's Secretariats 

The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommuni­
cation Union, Geneva, 1959, 

in view of 

a) the statement concerning the Union organization made by the 
United Nations Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary 
Questions in its eighth report to the United Nations General Assembly 
(Document No. 8 of this Conference), that: 

"... the basic problems which the complexity of the legislative and 
secretariat structure entails do not seem to have been adequately met 
under existing arrangements from the point of view of the sound and 
economic administration of the Union's activities"; and that: 

"... a greater degree of rationalization of the structure of I.T.U. 
and of the secretariat, without any loss of the long and useful experience 
of the past should not prove unduly difficult. It would, in the Advisory 
Committee's view, lead to a better and more economical administra­
tion of I.T.U. activities, facilitate relationships with other international 
organizations, and permit I.T.U. to play an even more constructive 
role in international co-operative endeavours"; 

b) the desirability of achieving the greatest possible efficiency at the 
lowest possible cost in the operation of the secretariats of the different 
organs of the Union; 

considers 

a) that a review for such purposes of the organization of these secre­
tariats should take place in anticipation of the removal of all the organs of 
the Union into a single building; 
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b) that the removal will provide a convenient opportunity to imple­
ment improvements in the organization; 

c) that it would be desirable to consult experts qualified in office mana­
gement and rationalization questions, chosen from outside the Union; 

invites the Administrative Council 

to take the necessary steps to have the organization of the secretariats 
examined, with the co-operation of the Secretary-General, by such impar­
tial experts, with a view to ascertaining what reforms, within the framework 
of the Convention, are desirable; 

and resolves 

that provision for the purpose of obtaining such expert study and advice 
should be made in the Union's budget from 1960. 

RESOLUTION No. 7 

Assimilation of the International Telecommunication Union Conditions of 
Service, Salaries, Allowances and Pensions to those of the United Nations 

Common System 

The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommunica­
tion Union, Geneva, 1959, 

having regard to 

a) Article VIII of the Agreement between the Union and the United 
Nations; 

b) the recommendation of the Xlth General Assembly of the United 
Nations in Resolution 1095 (XI) b); 

c) the report of the United Nations inter-governmental Salary Review 
Committee 1956; and 

d) the decision by the Administrative Council at its 12th Session on 
the principle of ultimate alignment with the United Nations Common 
System; 

approves 

the principle of alignment of the conditions of service of Union staff 
with those of the United Nations Common System; 
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resolves 

1. that except where the Union's administrative regulations provide 
otherwise for elected officials or members of the Provident Fund, the 
conditions of service of staff in the Common System shall apply to the 
staff of the Union; 

2. that the Union shafl be affiliated to the United Nations Joint Staff" 
Pension Fund; 

instructs the Secretary-General 

with effect from 1 January, 1960 to take the following action, subject 
to review and final approval by the Administrative Council, and provided 
that the cost thereof shall not, in 1960, exceed by more than 500,000 Swiss 
francs the personnel expenditure foreseen in the budget for 1960: 

1. to pay the salaries to elected officials which were approved by the 
Plenipotentiary Conference in Resolution No. 2, and also to pay the 
Common System allowances to these same officials; 

2. to make the necessary arrangements to introduce Common System 
gradings, salaries and allowances for all permanent and temporary officials 
in the D2—Dl, Professional, and General Service categories on the basis 
of the proposals submitted to the Conference; 

3. to sign the necessary Agreement with the Secretary-General of the 
United Nations concerning the affiliation of the Union to the United 
Nations Joint Staff Pension Fund, including the first alternative in Article 4 
of the Draft Agreement; 

4. to re-draft the administrative regulations of the Union to take 
account of the introduction of Common System conditions of service in the 
Union, and the affiliation of the Union to the United Nations Joint Staff 
Pension Fund and make these Regulations provisionally effective as from 
1 January, 1960, until approved by the Council; 

5. to present to the Council at its annual session in 1960 a full report 
on the measures taken in execution of this Resolution, including a revised 
draft budget for 1960; 
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6. to submit to the Administrative Council for appropriate action 
any case of hardship caused by a reduction in take-home pay resulting from 
assimilation to the Common System; 

entrusts 

the Management Board of the Union Staff Superannuation and Bene­
volent Funds with the task of: 

1. implementing the transfer scheme as regards retroactive insurance 
of members in the United Nations Joint Staff Pension Fund, and of 

2. managing the residual assets of the Union's Pension and Savings 
Funds with a view to achieving their purposes under the transfer scheme. 

RESOLUTION No. 8 

The Provident Fund 

The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommunica­
tion Union, Geneva, 1959, 

having regard to 

a) Resolution No. 24 of the Buenos Aires Plenipotentiary Conference, 
1952; 

b) the decision by the Administrative Council at its 12th Session on 
the principle of ultimate alignment with the United Nations Common 
System; 

resolves 

that officials in the Provident Fund of the Union shall have a choice 
between: 

— retaining their existing conditions of service, as described in the 
present Staff Regulations and Regulations for the Staff Superannuation 
and Benevolent Funds of the Union and 
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— accepting the following system; 

1. transfer to United Nations pay and allowances in a manner similar 
to that proposed for members of the Pension Fund; 

2. a 7.35% contribution of his basic salary to be made by each 
official for the purpose of funding his retirement and disability pension 
(at present the Provident Fund is entirely non-contributory); 

3. the Union to continue the payment of the 15 % "survivors insurance" 
based on Union basic salary on the date of implementation (this insu­
rance is paid up to the time of death of the officials concerned); 

4. the Union to pay into the Provident Fund 14.7% of the difference 
between the Union basic salary on the date of implementation and 
United Nations basic salary, until such time as 14.7% of the United 
Nations salary represents a sum larger than 15% of the old Union 
salary; as from that date, the Union's contribution would be limited to 
14.7% of the basic salary, the payment described in paragraph 3 above 
being taken from this amount; 

5. the retained Provident Fund to provide retirement pensions 
based on the same conditions as for Union Pension Fund Members, 
i.e. whichever is greater as between the Union pension based on total 
Union service and maximum pay received in the present Union scale, or 
the United Nations theoretical pension based on total Union service and 
final average pay; 

instructs the Secretary-General 

1. to implement this decision with effect from 1 January, 1960; 

2. to submit to the Administrative Council each request for continua­
tion of the 15% survivors insurance after retirement; 

3. to submit to the Administrative Council for appropriate action any 
case of hardship caused by a reduction in take-home pay resulting from the 
application of the above decision. 
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RESOLUTION No. 9 

Geographical Distribution of Union Staff 

The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommunica­
tion Union, Geneva, 1959, 

considering 

a) the provisions of 152 of the International Telecommunication 
Convention (Geneva, 1959); 

b) the present geographical distribution of Union staff; 

c) the need to improve geographical distribution both generally and 
for particular regions of the world; and 

d) that such a policy requires that the staff concerned should be entitled 
to the benefits of international recruitment; 

resolves 

I. in order to improve the geographical distribution of staff in level PI 
and above: 

1. that, in general, vacancies in these grades shall be advertised to 
the administrations of all the Members and Associate Members of the 
Union. However, reasonable promotion possibilities for the staff should 
also be considered; 

2. that, in filling these posts by international recruitment, preference 
should be given, other qualifications being equal, to candidates from 
regions of the world which are not at present represented or are insuffi­
ciently represented; 

II. that officials in levels Gl to G7 shall: 

1. so far as is possible, be recruited from among persons resident 
in Switzerland, or in French territory within twenty-five kilometres of 
Geneva; 
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2. exceptionally, where the vacancies in levels G7, G6 and G5 are of 
a technical character, consideration shall be given in the first place to 
recruitment on an international basis; 

3. where the recruitment of staff with the requisite qualifications is 
not possible in accordance with paragraph ILL above, the Secretary-General 
should recruit them from as near a place to Geneva as possible. Where 
this is not possible, he should notify the vacancy to all administrations 
but should, in selecting the recruit, have regard to the financial implications; 

4. staff recruited in levels Gl to G7 shall be regarded as internationally 
recruited and entitled to the benefits of international recruitment, as pro­
vided in the Staff Regulations, if they are not of Swiss nationality, and if— 

4.1. they are recruited from outside the area referred to in paragraph 
ILL above; or 

4.2. they are recruited from the area referred to in paragraph II. 1. 
but the date and circumstances of their having established a 
residence in that area are such that the Secretary-General is 
satisfied that the residence was established solely for the purpose 
of working for international organizations; 

III. that staff already in service who would have been entitled to the 
benefits of international or semi-local recruitment under the policy of 
paragraph II.4. above, had they not agreed to forgo such benefits as a 
condition of employment, shall become entitled to those benefits with effect 
from 1 January, 1960; 

instructs the Administrative Council 

to make the necessary amendments to the Staff Regulations and to 
keep this matter under review in order that the objective of a wider and 
more representative geographical distribution be achieved. 
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RESOLUTION No. 10 

Grant of Cost-of-Living Allowances 
for retired Staff of the Union 

The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommuni­
cation Union, Geneva, 1959, 

in view of 

Resolution No. 24 of the Buenos Aires Plenipotentiary Conference, 
which prescribes "... that cost-of-living allowances may, if circumstances 
warrant, be granted to pensioners, such allowances to be financed by 
withdrawals from the ordinary budget"; 

considering 

a) that the cost of living in Switzerland has increased by rather more 
than 12 per cent, since the Atlantic City salary scale came into force; and 

b) that having regard to this increase the Parliament of the Swiss 
Confederation has granted its retired officials cost-of-living allowances 
which at present amount to 12 per cent, of the pensions granted in 1947; 

resolves 

to grant a cost-of-living allowance payable as from 1 January, 1959 
equal to 12 per cent, of the pensions of officials of the Union retired on the 
basis of the Atlantic City salary scale; 

considering, moreover 

a) that the Atlantic City salary scale was revised in 1957; 

b) that on that occasion Union posts were reclassified on the basis 
of the United Nations Common System; and 

c) that since this revision the cost of living in Switzerland has increased 
by 5 per cent. ; 

resolves 

1. to grant from 1 January, 1959 a cost-of-living allowance of 5 per 
cent, of their pensions to retired officials of the Union whose pensions are 
based on the salary scales introduced on 1 January, 1958; 
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requests the Administrative Council 

1. to make the necessary provisions in the budget of the Union; 

2. to keep the matter under review and as regards further adjustments 
of these cost-of-living allowances to be guided in general by practice in 
the United Nations. 

RESOLUTION No. 11 

Maintenance of International Telecommunication Channels 

The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommunication 
Union, Geneva, 1959, 

considering 

a) that it is indispensable to maintain and extend international co­
operation for the improvement and rational use of telecommunication of 
all kinds; 

b) that every Member and Associate Member which undertakes the 
international transit of telegraph and telephone traffic across its territory, 
assumes by so doing the responsibility of contributing to the efficient ope­
ration of the international telecommunication network; 

resolves 

that when one or more Members or Associate Members of the Union 
submit to the C.C.I.T.T. statistics or tables of technical disturbances relating 
to international telegraph or telephone traffic passing through their 
respective territories, or any other relevant information or data, the Com­
mittee : 

1. shall proceed to a careful study of these documents and shall assemble 
any other supplementary information required; 

2. shall publish the result of its study of these documents, taking into 
consideration the information assembled, relating to the installation, 
maintenance and operation of the telecommunication channels in question; 

3. shall propose to the administrations concerned any necessary measures 
for restoring and maintaining the efficient operation of international tele­
communication in the area in question. 
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RESOLUTION No. 12 

Participation by the International Telegraph and Telephone Consultative 
Committee (C.C.I.T.T.) in the Activities of the Joint International Committee 
for Tests relating to the Protection of Telecommunication Lines and Under­

ground Ducts (C.M.I.) 

The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommunica­
tion Union, Geneva, 1959, 

considering 

that it is in the interests of telecommunication for the Union to co-operate 
very actively in the work of the Joint International Committee for Tests 
relating to the Protection of Telecommunication Lines and Underground 
Ducts (C.M.I.); 

resolves 

1. to encourage the C.C.I.T.T. to co-operate in the most effective way 
in the activities of the C.M.I.; 

2. to authorize the Director of the C.C.I.T.T. to continue to provide 
the secretariat of this Committee, on the understanding, 

2.1. that the Union will continue to be exempted, in exchange, from any 
financial contribution to the operating expenses of the Committee; 

2.2. that the financial responsibility of the Union shall be limited to the 
management of the funds of the C.M.I, by the Finance Service 
of the General Secretariat. 

RESOLUTION No 13 

Study of the Transfer of Certain Provisions of the Additional Radio Regulations 
into the Telegraph, Telephone or Radio Regulations 

and Transfer of certain Provisions of the Radio Regulations 
into the Telegraph or Telephone Regulations 

The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommuni­
cation Union, Geneva, 1959, 

considering 

a) that certain provisions of the Radio Regulations and the Additional 
Radio Regulations similar in scope to provisions of the Telegraph Regula-
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tions and the Telephone Regulations might better be included in these latter 
Regulations; 

b) the desirability that regulations relating to classifications of services of 
public correspondence in the Mobile Services enter into effect at the same 
time as similar regulations in the Fixed Services of public correspondence; 

instructs 

the Secretary-General to make a study of the Radio Regulations and 
of the Additional Radio Regulations for the purpose of recommending to 
the administrations at least one year prior to the next Administrative 
Telegraph and Telephone Conference and to the next Administrative Radio 
Conference what provisions of these Regulations, if any, should be trans­
ferred into the Telegraph Regulations or into the Telephone Regulations 
and from the Additional Radio Regulations into the Radio Regulations. 

RESOLUTION No. 14 

Classification of Countries for Contributions to the Expenses of the Union 

The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommunication 
Union, Geneva, 1959, 

in view of 

' the provisions of Article 15 of the International Telecommunication 
Convention (Geneva, 1959), which uphold the principle that Members 
and Associate Members of the Union shall be free to choose the class of 
contribution in which they will share in defraying the expenses of the Union; 

considering 

a) that it may be that not all Members or Associate Members have so 
far chosen a class from the present scale of classes of contributions commen­
surate with their economic resources, having regard to the stage of develop­
ment of their telecommunication services; 
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b) that the inevitable increase to be expected in the expenses of the 
Union of the next few years calls for as equitable a distribution as possible 
of the contributions borne by the different Members and Associate Members; 

expresses the hope 

that Members and Associate Members which, having regard to the 
stage of development of their telecommunication services might choose a 
class higher than their present one, will consider the possibility of choosing 
for the future the class of contribution most in keeping with their economic 
resources. 

RESOLUTION No. 15 

Assistance given by the Government of the Swiss Confederation 
to the Finances of the Union 

The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommuni­
cation Union, Geneva, 1959, 

considering 

a) that in the years 1953, 1954 and 1958, the Government of the Swiss 
Confederation placed funds at the disposal of the Union; 

b) that the Federal Finance Control Department of the Swiss Confe­
deration very carefully audited the accounts of the Union for the years 
1952 to 1958; 

expresses 

1. its warmest thanks to the Government of the Swiss Confederation 
for its collaboration with the Union in the field of finance, a collaboration 
which offers the Union advantages and is conducive to economy; 

2. the hope that it may be possible to maintain this collaboration in 
the future; 

instructs 

the Secretary-General to inform the Government of the Swiss Confe­
deration of the contents of this Resolution. 
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RESOLUTION No. 16 

Audit of the Accounts of the Union 

The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommunica­
tion Union, Geneva, 1959, 

recalling 

the valuable assistance of the Government of the Swiss Confederation 
during the years 1953 to 1959 in so competently performing the external 
audit of the accounts of the Union, from the point of view of arithmetical 
accuracy; 

having studied 

a) the comments made by the United Nations Advisory Committee on 
Administrative and Budgetary Questions in its report on the International 
Telecommunication Union (Document No. 8 of the present conference, 
paragraphs 35 to 37); 

b) the statements by the Administrative Council in its report to the 
present conference (Section 11.4) and in Document No. 7 of the said 
conference (paragraphs 20 and 21); 

considering 

that it is desirable to replace the purely arithmetical audit by a more 
extensive external audit based upon the principles of financial management 
operating in the majority of the other United Nations organizations, which 
would make the task of the Administrative Council much easier in that 
respect; and 

resolves 

1. to instruct the Administrative Council: 

1.1. to request the Government of the Swiss Confederation to carry 
out a more extensive external audit of the Union's accounts, 
taking into account, in so far as possible, and without in any 
way detracting from the Administrative Council's rights in the 
matter, the principles adopted in audit matters by the majority 
of the United Nations organizations, as set forth in Annex 4 
to the above-mentioned Document No. 7. The requisite credits 
for this external audit shall be provided for in the budget; 
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1.2. to make any requisite improvements in the Union's internal 
audit system, particularly in the light of any comments the 
external auditors may make. Such improvements shall not, 
however, entail any increase in the staff of the Finance Section 
in the Union's General Secretariat; 

2. to instruct the Secretary-General to bring this resolution to the 
notice of the Government of the Swiss Confederation. 

RESOLUTION No. 17 

Approval of the Accounts of the Union 
for the Years 1952-1958 

The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommuni­
cation Union, Geneva, 1959, 

considering 

a) the provisions of Article 9, paragraph 1 d) of the International Tele­
communication Convention (Buenos Aires, 1952); 

b) the report by the Administrative Council on the Financial Mana­
gement of the Union (Documents Nos. 1 and 6) and the reports of the Fi­
nance Committee of the present Conference (Documents Nos. 263 and 320); 

resolves 

1. to give final approval to the Accounts of the Union for the years 
1952-1958; 

2. to express its satisfaction to the Secretary-General and to the staff 
of the General Secretariat for the manner in which the accounts have been 
kept. 
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RESOLUTION No. 18 

Limit on Ordinary Expenses of the Union for 1959 

The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommunication 
Union, Geneva, 1959, 

in view of 

a) the provisions of Additional Protocol IV to the International Tele­
communication Convention (Buenos Aires, 1952), which set a limit on the 
ordinary expenses of the Union for the period 1954-1958; 

b) the provisions of Administrative Council Resolutions Nos. 377 
and 399; 

resolves 

to confirm the Administrative Council's Resolution No. 399 fixing the 
limit on the ordinary expenses of the Union for 1959 at 6,712,550 Swiss 
francs. 

RESOLUTION No. 19 

Accounts in Arrears but not queried 

The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommuni­
cation Union, Geneva, 1959, 

considering 

a) the amounts still outstanding but not queried, owed by certain 
Members of the Union; 

b) how exceedingly important it is that all shall pay their proper share 
in the financial maintenance of the Union; 

invites 

those Members and Associate Members with accounts in arrears to be 
good enough to settle them with all possible speed; 

instructs the Administrative Council 

to continue its efforts to obtain payment of these debts as soon as 
possible, and to provide the Secretary-General with any necessary 
instructions. 
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RESOLUTION No. 20 

Queried Contributions in Arrears 

The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommunica­
tion Union, Geneva, 1959, 

in view of 

a) Resolutions Nos. 13 to 17 of the Buenos Aires Plenipotentiary 
Conference, 1952, about queried contributions; 

b) the Report by the Acting Secretary-General on this matter; 

observing 

with satisfaction that most of the administrations and recognized 
private operating agencies which had queried their contributions have 
agreed to meet the sums involved; 

considering 

that it would be desirable to recover the principal of the accounts still 
unsettled; 

considering too 

that in view of the special nature of these queried contributions they 
should not have been treated as though they were regular contributions 
in arrears; 

resolves 

1. that, notwithstanding Article 13, paragraph 9, of the International 
Telecommunication Convention (Buenos Aires, 1952), the present out­
standing interest on all such contributions shall be written off by the transfer 
of an equivalent amount from the Reserve Account in a manner to be 
prescribed by the Administrative Council; 

2. that the principal of these queried accounts still in arrears shall 
appear in a special account, showing the administrations and recognized 
private operating agencies concerned; 

3. to ask the Administrative Council to continue its efforts to seek the 
necessary co-operation and goodwill of the administrations and recog­
nized private operating agencies concerned towards clearance of the 
principal sums involved. 
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RESOLUTION No. 21 

Contributions in Abeyance because of Events in the Second World War 

The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommunica­
tion Union, Geneva, 1959, 

in view of 

Resolution No. 12, adopted by the Buenos Aires Plenipotentiary Con­
ference, 1952, about contributions in abeyance because of events in the 
Second World War; 

having noted that 

in accordance with that Resolution, a total of 261,353.72 Swiss francs 
was written off by credits from the ordinary budget during the years 1953 to 
1959; 

resolves 

to confirm the provisions of Resolution No. 12 of the Buenos Aires 
Plenipotentiary Conference, 1952, and to write off the remainder of the 
contributions in question, 111,999 Swiss francs, with all possible speed; 

instructs 

the Administrative Council to make the necessary arrangements within 
the limits of such credits as may be available in 1960, and if necessary in 
the following years; 

and decides 

that, notwithstanding Article 13, paragraph 9, of the International Tele­
communication Convention (Buenos Aires, 1952) and on account of the 
exceptional circumstances in which these debts were contracted, the balance 
of the accounts in question shall after 1 January, 1960, no longer be subject 
to interest. 
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RESOLUTION No . 22 

Use of Electronic Calculating Machines by the Union 

The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommunica­
tion Union, Geneva, 1959, 

considering 

a) that in several administrations electronic calculating machines are 
giving excellent service; 

b) that the International Frequency Registration Board (I.F.R.B.) is 
already using these modern devices to draw up much of the material embod­
ied in its "Technical Standards" (see Documents Nos. 336 of the present 
Conference, and 20 of the Administrative Radio Conference, Geneva, 
1959, Section IX); 

c) that the I.F.R.B. is appealing for a substantial increase in staff 
for its secretariat to cope with the new duties entrusted to it by the 
Administrative Radio Conference, Geneva, 1959; 

instructs the I.F.R.B. 

1. to study the increased use of electronic calculators for technical and 
semi-technical work, and to make large-scale practical tests; 

2. to make an annual report to the Administrative Council, showing 
what proportion of its work can be done either by extra staff or by an 
electronic calculator; 

3. to submit proposals to the Council at the latter's annual session 
in 1960, or possibly in 1961, for the lease of such a device by the Union; 
and 

authorizes the Secretary-General 

4. to provide in the budget the following maximum sums for this 
rationalization of the work of the I.F.R.B.: 

For 1960 50,000 Swiss francs 
For 1961 100,000 Swiss francs 
For each following year . . 300,000 Swiss francs 
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RESOLUTION No. 23 

Subsistence Allowances for members of the Administrative Council 

The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommunica­
tion Union, Geneva, 1959, 

resolves 

that the daily allowances payable by the Union to members of the Admin­
istrative Council to meet the living expenses necessarily incurred in connec­
tion with the business of the Council by the persons designated to serve on 
it, in accordance with the provisions of Article 9 of the International Tele­
communication Convention (Geneva, 1959), shall be at the rate of 80 Swiss 
francs per day, reduced to 30 Swiss francs per day during sea and air 
voyages. 

RESOLUTION No. 24 

Financing of Telecommunication Development 

The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommuni­
cation Union, Geneva, 1959, 

considering 

a) that funds available for Technical Assistance from the various 
programmes of the United Nations contribute towards training and planning 
in telecommunications, but are not in general available for purchase of 
equipment and other substantial requirements for the improvement and 
extension of national and international networks; 

b) that in particular, the new or developing countries need capital 
to finance their plans for the development of telecommunication; 

c) that, as a general rule, telecommunication projects, if planned on a 
technically and economically sound basis, constitute one of the best capital 
investments, both public and private; 
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recognizes 

that it is in the interest of all administrations of Members and Associate 
Members of the Union that organized and permanent means be found 
whereby capital may be attracted to investment in telecommunication 
projects, especially in the new or developing countries; and 

instructs 

A. the Secretary-General 

1. to communicate with Members and Associate Members of the 
Union in order to ascertain whether they contemplate any telecommuni­
cation projects for the realisation of wliich the help of outside capital would 
be desirable, and if so upon what terms; 

2. to approach the relevant inter-governmental and private agencies 
in order to seek their views on this question and to know whether, if the 
case arises, they would be prepared to associate themselves with an inter­
national financing scheme; 

3. to report on the results of his enquiries to the interested adminis­
trations and to the Administrative Council; 

B. the Administrative Council 

in the light of the report of the Secretary-General, to take such steps 
as it shall deem advisable; 

it being understood 

1. that the Union shall by no means be committed in financial opera­
tions; and 

2. that the application of any financial scheme that may be set up 
will not involve any expense chargeable to the Union budget. 
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RESOLUTION No. 25 

Participation by the Union in the Expanded Programme 
of Technical Assistance of the United Nations 

The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommunica­
tion Union, Geneva, 1959, 

in view of 

the report by the Administrative Council, 1959, Chapter 9; 

endorses 

the action taken by the Administrative Council as regards participation 
of the International Telecommunication Union in the Expanded Programme 
of Technical Assistance of the United Nations; 

authorizes 

the Administrative Council to continue to ensure the full participation 
of the Union in the Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance of the 
United Nations within the framework of the Convention, and to call on 
the various permanent organs of the Union as appropriate to facilitate 
this participation; 

invites 

the Administrative Council to coordinate in this field the activities of 
the permanent organs of the Union and to prepare each year a report 
on the participation of the Union in the Expanded Programme of Technical 
Assistance of the United Nations. 

RESOLUTION No. 26 

Revision of the Procedures relating to Participation by the Union 
in the Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance 

of the United Nations 

The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommunica­
tion Union, Geneva, 1959, 

having reviewed 

the conditions of participation by the Union in the Expanded Programme 
of Technical Assistance, in the light especially of the procedures laid down 
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by the Administrative Council in its Resolution No. 244 and in the set of 
rules edited in 1957; 

in view of 

a) the changes which are to be made in the administration of the 
Union's programme according to Resolution No. 27; 

b) the proposal appearing in Document No. 64 of the Conference; 

resolves 

that the Administrative Council should make a thorough revision of 
the procedures relating to participation by the Union in the Expanded 
Programme of Technical Assistance. In this connection, the Administra­
tive Council should bear in mind the proposals concerning Union partici­
pation in the Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance approved by 
the Conference in the annex to Document No. 420 which are to be 
incorporated in the booklet entitled: "Procedures Relating to I.T.U. 
Participation in the Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance" 
published by the Union. 

RESOLUTION No. 27 

Administration of Technical Assistance Projects 

The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommunica­
tion Union, Geneva, 1959, 

having examined 

the statements by the Acting Secretary-General pointing out the 
Union's interest in administering completely its participation in the 
Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance, which would mean abroga­
ting the Provisional Agreement of 28 December, 1954 between the United 
Nations Technical Assistance Administration and the General Secreta­
riat of the Union; 

having heard 

the United Nations representative explain the difficulties his 
organization would have in maintaining the collaboration provided 
for under the terms of this Provisional Agreement, particularly in view of 
the new technical assistance duties with which the United Nations has been 
entrusted; 
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having taken note 

of the financial implications entailed if the Union takes over the 
complete administration of the Technical Assistance Programme as far as 
telecommunication is concerned; 

resolves 

1. to authorize the Secretary-General to take the necessary steps, in 
agreement with the United Nations and its Technical Assistance Board, 
to ensure that the General Secretariat of the Union gradually takes over the 
administrative work now done on its behalf by the United Nations; 

2. to include the costs that will be incurred by the General Secretariat 
in taking over this work, in the Union's request to the Technical Assistance 
Committee of the Economic and Social Council, for allocations covering 
administrative and operational costs; 

3. to instruct the Administrative Council: 

3.1. to verify, at each of its Sessions, that the work thus taken over by 
the General Secretariat is being done in such a way as to make the 
Union's participation in the Expanded Programme of Technical 
Assistance as effective as possible; 

3.2. to take any steps necessary to ensure that this effective participation 
is maintained. 

RESOLUTION No 28 

Debiting of Administrative and Operational costs 
resulting from the Union's Participation in the Expanded Programme 

of Technical Assistance 

The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommunica­
tion Union, Geneva, 1959, 

having taken note 

of Resolutions 702 (XXVI) and 737 (XXVIII) of the United Nations 
Economic and Social Council, relative to the debiting of the administrative 
and operational costs of the Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance; 
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noting particularly 

that, in its Resolution 702 (XXVI), the Economic and Social Council, 
"I. Requests the participating organizations to take, as soon as possible, 

whatever steps will be necessary to enable: 

a) the consolidation in the regular budgets of the participating orga­
nizations of all administrative and operational service expenses, 

b) the consolidated review of these expenses by the legislative bodies 
of the participating organizations;" 

and 

"3 . Invites the governing bodies of the participating organizations 
to consider formally the problem of the allocation of the adminis­
trative and operational service costs of technical assistance between 
the Regular and Expanded Programme budget." 

noting also 

that, in its Resolution No. 737 (XXVIII), the Economic and Social 
Council proposed that organizations taking part in the Expanded Pro­
gramme of Technical Assistance should make a lump-sum allocation to 
cover their administrative and operational expenses incurred under that 
Programme in the years 1960, 1961 and 1962 and, further, that this Reso­
lution contains the foflowing provisions: 

"the need for some measure of flexibility in the application of the 
provisions concerning the determination of this sum for the organizations 
with small budgets or small allocations for Expanded Programme acti­
vities and authorizes the Technical Assistance Board in preparing esti­
mates for the Technical Assistance Committee to take this factor into 
account;" 

resolves 

that these expenses cannot at present be borne by the Union budget, 

confirms 

the following provisions of Resolution No. 385 of the Administrative 
Council; 

1. any method of debiting the costs in question should make allowances 
for the special situation of each organization; it does not, in fact, seem 
essential to apply a common formula to all organizations, whose structures 
and budgets are so different; 
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2. the present system of financing the administrative and operational 
costs incurred by the Union through its participation in the Expanded 
Programme of Technical Assistance is satisfactory since in particular 
the costs actually incurred by the Union are refunded; the amount of these 
costs may vary from year to year according to: 

2.1. the scope of the programme; 

2.2. changes in the position of the very limited staff of the Technical 
Assistance Service (staff changes, home leave, variations in salaries, 
allowances, etc.); 

further resolves 

1. that the administrative and operational costs resulting from the 
Union's participation in the United Nations Expanded Programme of 
Technical Assistance shall be included in the budget of the Union, on the 
understanding that the compensatory payments from the Special Account 
of the Expanded Programme shall be included as income in the said budget; 

2. that to the extent that these costs are refunded from the Special 
Account of the United Nations Expanded Programme of Technical Assist­
ance, they shall not be taken into consideration in fixing the limits on 
Union expenditure; 

3. that the Union's organs of financial control shall also check all 
the expenditure and income relative to participation by the Union in the 
Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance; 

4. that the Administrative Council shall also examine this expenditure; 

and 

5. that, should the Union be obliged to defray these costs partly or 
entirely as the result of a formal decision by the United Nations, the Admi­
nistrative Council shall be authorized to assign the required credits, subject 
to the provisions of Additional Protocol II to the International Telecommu­
nication Convention (Geneva, 1959). 
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RESOLUTION No. 29 

Union Collaboration in the United Nations Special Fund 
for Economic Development 

The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommunica­
tion Union, Geneva, 1959, 

referring 

to Resolution No. 1240 (XIII) adopted by the United Nations General 
Assembly on 14 October, 1958, concerning the setting up of a Special 
Fund to provide continuous and systematic assistance in fields essential 
to the integrated technical, economic and social development of the less 
developed countries by, inter alia, facilitating new capital investments of 
all types by creating conditions which would make investments either feasible 
or more effective; 

having taken note 

of the conditions under which the Union would be called upon to 
collaborate in furnishing any assistance this Fund might afford in the 
sphere of telecommunications; 

noting 

that the Members of the Union have already been informed of the 
opportunities that this Fund might offer for the expansion of telecommuni­
cations ; 

instructs the Secretary-General 

1. to study the problems that will be created by the participation of 
the Union in the activities of the United Nations Special Fund as an execut­
ing agency; 

2. to negotiate suitable forms of agreement between: 

2.1. the Union and the United Nations Special Fund based on the 
Draft Standard Agreement recommended in the annex to Docu­
ment No. 13 of the present Conference, and 

2.2. the Union and governments as regards the execution of tele­
communication projects by the Union; 
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3. to make a full report to the Administrative Council at its next annual 
session; 

invites the Administrative Council 

1. to modify, if need be, and approve the standard forms of agreement 
for negotiation between: 

1.1. the Union and the United Nations Special Fund, 

1.2. the Union and governments, 

2. to define the responsibilities of the Union in 

2.1. advising governments about the preparation of telecommunication 
projects for submission to the Management of the Special Fund; 

2.2. advising the Management of the Special Fund about the technical 
aspects of telecommunication projects submitted by governments; 

2.3. supervising the execution of telecommunication projects approved 
by the Management of the Special Fund; 

3. to make the necessary administrative and financial arrangements for 
the execution and supervision by the Union of telecommunication projects 
approved by the Special Fund, it being understood that the Special Fund 
will reimburse the costs to the Union; 

4. to present a full report on the matter to the next Plenipotentiary 
Conference. 

RESOLUTION No. 30 

Improvement of Telecommunications in Asia and the Far East 

The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommunica­
tion Union, Geneva, 1959, 

in view of 

a) the Recommendations contained in the Report of the Working 
Party of Telecommunication Experts submitted to the Inland Transport 
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and Communications Committee of the Economic Commission for Asia 
and the Far East (E.C.A.F.E.) at Bangkok on 23 November, 1959; 

b) the endorsement of the Recommendations by the Inland Transport 
and Communications Committee; 

expresses the hope 

that these Recommendations will be formally approved by the Plenary 
Meeting of E.C.A.F.E., in February, 1960, and 

instructs the Administrative Council 

to take all possible steps within the framework of the Convention to 
continue most active co-operation with E.C.A.F.E. in the implementation 
of the Recommendations already endorsed by the Inland Transport and 
Communications Committee of E.C.A.F.E. and, in particular, the telecom­
munication projects listed in the Programme of work and priorities re­
commended by the Working Party, with the full support of the Union 
(Report of the Working Party, Paragraph 48 and Appendix I). 

RESOLUTION No. 31 

Possible Revision of Article IV, Section 11 of the Convention 

on the Privileges and Immunities of the Specialized Agencies 

The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommunica­
tion Union, Geneva, 1959, 

in view of 

Resolution No. 28 of the Plenipotentiary Conference of the Inter­
national Telecommunication Union, Buenos Aires, 1952; 

considering 

a) the seeming conflict between the definition of Government Telegrams 
and Government Telephone Calls contained in Annex 2 of the International 
Telecommunication Convention, Atlantic City, 1947, and the provisions of 
Article IV, Section 11, of the Convention on the Privileges and Immunities 
of the Specialized Agencies; 
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b) that the Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of the Spe­
cialized Agencies has not been amended in the manner requested by the 
Plenipotentiary Conference, Buenos Aires, 1952; 

c) that, confirming the decision of the Plenipotentiary Conference, 
Buenos Aires, the Plenipotentiary Conference of Geneva, 1959, has decided 
not to include, in Annex 3 of the Convention, the Heads of the specialized 
agencies among the authorities entitled to send government telegrams or 
to request government telephone calls; 

expresses the hope 

that the United Nations will agree to reconsider the problem and, 
bearing in mind the decision confirmed by the Plenipotentiary Conference, 
Geneva, 1959, will make the necessary amendment to Article IV, Section 11, 
of the Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of the Specialized 
Agencies. 

RESOLUTION No. 32 

Use of the United Nations Telecommunication Network for the Telegraph 
Traffic of the Specialized Agencies 

The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommuni­
cation Union, Geneva, 1959, 

in view of 

Resolution No. 26 of the Plenipotentiary Conference of the Interna­
tional Telecommunication Union, Buenos Aires, based on a request by 
the United Nations that the International Telecommunication Union should 
sanction the carriage of the traffic of the specialized agencies over the 
United Nations point-to-point telecommunication network at a charge 
equal to the pro rata proportion of the cost of operating, according to the 
traffic carried; 

noting 

that as from 1 January, 1954, the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations withdrew the offer he had formerly made to the specialized agen­
cies to carry their traffic over the United Nations network; 
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reaffirms 

the views enunciated in the above-mentioned Resolution No. 26, namely: 

1. that in normal circumstances, the United Nations point-to-point 
telecommunication network should not be used to carry the traffic of the 
specialized agencies in competition with existing commercial telecommu­
nication networks; 

2. that the Union does not favour any departure from the provisions 
of Article XVI of the Agreement between the United Nations and the 
International Telecommunication Union; 

3. that the Union would nevertheless have no objection if in cases 
of emergency, the traffic of the specialized agencies were carried over 
the United Nations point-to-point telecommunication network at a tariff 
composed as prescribed in Article 7 of the Telegraph Regulations, or free 
of charge; and 

instructs 

the Secretary-General to take appropriate action. 

RESOLUTION No. 33 

Telegrams and Telephone CaDs of the Speciahzed Agencies 

The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommunica­
tion Union, Geneva, 1959, 

considering 

a) that the Heads of the specialized agencies are not mentioned in 
the definition of Government Telegrams and Government Telephone 
Calls, which appears in 319 of Annex 3 of the Convention; 

b) that there may be circumstances in which the urgency or importance 
of the telecommunications of the speciahzed agencies warrants 
special treatment for their telegrams or telephone calls; 

resolves 

that if a specialized agency wishing to obtain special privileges for its 
telecommunications informs the Administrative Council, justifying the 
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particular cases in which special treatment is necessary, the Administrative 
Council: 

1. shall inform Members and Associate Members of the Union of the 
requests which, in their opinion, should be accepted; 

2. shall take a final decision on these requests, bearing in mind 
the opinion of the majority of Members and Associate Members; 

instructs 

the Secretary-General to notify Members and Associate Members of 
any decisions taken by the Council. 

RESOLUTION No. 34 

Telecommunication and the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space Vehicles 

The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommuni­
cation Union, Geneva, 1959, 

mindful of 

the problems which arise in the international field from the use of outer 
space for peaceful purposes; 

considering 

the importance of the role that telecommunication, and in consequence 
the Union, will necessarily play in this sphere; 

instructs the Secretary-General 

1. to inform the United Nations and the other international organiza­
tions concerned of the decisions of the Administrative Radio Conference. 
Geneva, 1959, and of the technical studies being undertaken by the Interna­
tional Consultative Committees; 

2. to keep the same organizations informed of progress in this field, 
as far as the Union is concerned. 
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RESOLUTION No. 35 

Linking of certain Regions to the World Telephone Network 

The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommunication 
Union, Geneva, 1959, 

considering 

a) that many inhabited regions of the world do not yet enjoy the ad­
vantages of telephony; 

b) that the social, economic and cultural interests of such regions 
require that they be linked to the general international network; 

c) that the realization of this objective poses technical and economic 
problems; 

d) that the studies and trials involved might result in a considerable 
financial outlay for individual administrations; 

instructs 

the International Consultative Committees to continue joint studies 
with a view to recommending suitable means, having regard to technical 
and economic considerations, for linking to the world telephone network 
regions not yet connected thereto. 

RESOLUTION No 36 

Extension of the activities of the Plan Committee to Latin America 

The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommunica­
tion Union, Geneva, 1959, 

in view of 

a) its Resolution No. 35; 

b) Resolution No. 383, adopted by the Administrative Council at its 
Thirteenth Session about extension of the Plan for development of the 
telecommunication network to the Far East, to Africa, and generally 
speaking, to any part of the world to which countries ask for the Plan 
to be extended; 
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instructs 

the International Consultative Committees to extend the activities of the 
Plan Committee on Development of the International Telecommunica­
tion Network to Latin America setting up an appropriate Working Party 
for that purpose. 

RESOLUTION No. 37 

Agreements between the International Telecommunication Union 
and Various Governments 

The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommunication 

Union, Geneva, 1959, 

authorizes 

the Administrative Council to conclude, on behalf of the Union, all 
necessary agreements with the Government of the Swiss Confederation and 
with other governmental authorities, with respect to the relations between 
the Union, its bodies and its employees, on the one hand, and the Govern­
ment of the Swiss Confederation or other governmental authorities in 
countries where functions of the Union are to be conducted, on the other 
hand. 

RESOLUTION No. 38 

Union Building 

The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommunication 
Union, Geneva, 1959, 

having examined 

the reports submitted to it concerning the new Union building and the 
progress made in the construction of the building; 

having noted 

a) the generous financial terms offered by the Swiss Confederation and 
the State of Geneva; 

b) the offer by the Federal Republic of Germany to install the telephone 
service in the new building as a gift, and also the offer of certain furnishings 
by the Commonwealth of Australia; 



(Resolutions, etc.) 168 

expresses 

its very warm thanks to the Government of the Swiss Confederation, 
to the State of Geneva, to the Federal Republic of Germany and to the 
Commonwealth of Australia; and 

resolves 

1. to authorize the Secretary-General to negotiate and conclude, after 
approval by the Administrative Council, with the State of Geneva, a rental 
contract which, if possible, should include an option to purchase, and to 
endeavour to ensure that allowance be made for the total amount already 
paid m the form of rent if the lease is replaced by a rental-purchase contract; 

2. to authorize the Secretary-General, after consulting the Administra­
tive Council in regard to possible financial implications to the Union, to 
accept the offers of gifts which have been or may be made concerning'the 
equipping, furnishing and decoration of the new building. 

RESOLUTION No. 39 

Proposed complete redraft of the International Telecommunication Convention 

The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommunication 
Union, Geneva, 1959, 

considering 

a) that the Delegation of Paraguay has submitted for examination by 
the Conference a proposal for a complete redraft of the International 
Telecommunication Convention (Document No. 16 of this Conference); 

b) that it has proved impossible for the Conference to give adequate 
consideration to the proposal because of its complexity and its late presen­
tation; 

c) that at its Ninth Plenary Meeting, the Conference decided, in view 
of the reasons given in paragraph b) above, to refer the proposal contained 
in Document No. 16 to the Administrative Council for study as to its future 
application; 
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resolves 

1. to instruct the Administrative Council to study Document No. 16, 
submitted by the Delegation of Paraguay and 

2. to include in its Report to the next Plenipotentiary Conference the 
results of this study, with its recommendations; and 

requests 

Members and Associate Members of the Union to be so good as to 
study the proposal in preparation for the next Plenipotentiary Conference. 

RECOMMENDATION No. 1 

Place of holding Ordinary Administrative Conferences 

The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommunication 
Union, Geneva, 1959, 

considering 

the costs involved both for administrations and for the Union, in 
holding ordinary administrative conferences away from the seat of the 
Union; 

recommends 

that ordinary administrative conferences shall normally be held at the 
seat of the Union. 
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RECOMMENDATION No. 2 

Activities of the International Consultative Committees 
in the Sphere of Technical Assistance 

The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommunica­
tion Union, Geneva, 1959, 

in view of 

the provisions of 178 and 179 of the International Telecommunication 
Convention (Geneva, 1959); 

recommends 

that the International Consultative Committees should consider the 
possibility of: 

1. setting up sub-groups in the appropriate study groups, to be 
specially responsible for studying problems of particular interest to new 
or developing countries; 

2. in particular instructing these sub-groups to extract any provisions 
from Consultative Committee Recommendations likely to be of interest 
to new or developing countries and to present these provisions in as clear 
and useful form as possible. 

RECOMMENDATION No. 3 

Unrestricted Transmission of News 

The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommunica­
tion Union, Geneva, 1959, 

in view of 

a) the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, adopted by the United 
Nations General Assembly on 10 December, 1948; 

b) Articles 28, 29 and 30 of the International Telecommunication 
Convention (Buenos Aires, 1952); 

conscious of 

the noble principle that news should be freely transmitted; 
recommends 

Members and Associate Members of the Union to facilitate the unres­
tricted transmission of news by telecommunication services. 
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RECOMMENDATION No. 4 

Collaboration in the Telecommunication Journal 

The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommunica­
tion Union, Geneva, 1959, 

in view of 

the Report by the Administrative Council to the Plenipotentiary 
Conference (Section 13.6.2); 

considering 

that the Telecommunication Journal would be of greater interest if it 
contained more information derived from the administrations of the 
Union, especially as regards Technical Assistance; 

recommends 

the Members and Associate Members of the Union to collaborate more 
closely in the Telecommunication Journal by supplying the General Secre­
tariat with more contributions likely to be of interest to the readers of this 
Journal. 

OPINION 

Members and Associate Members recognize the desirability of avoiding 
the imposition of fi cal taxes on any international telecommunications. 
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Accession 
— to the Convention 

Accounts 
— approval of—for 1952 to 1958 . . . . 
— audit of — 
— establishment and settlement of — . . . 
— in arrears but not queried 

Administrative Council 
— Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the . . 
— duties of the — 
— Membership of the—and election to the 
— organization and working arrangements 

for the 
— participation in the discussions of the 

—by the Secretary-General and Deputy 
Secretary-General, the Chairman of 
the I.F.R.B., and the Directors of the 
International Consultative Committees 

C 24 

C 15 

Rs 17 
Rs 16 
C 41 
Rs 19 

C 9 
C 9 
C 9 

C 9 

C 9 

248 

236-237 

275-277 

83 
93-117 
78-79 

78-92 

87 

29 

26-27 

148 
147 
34 
149 

9 
10-12 

9 

9-10 



174 

Object 

Administrative Council (continued) 
— period of office for Members of the — 
— provisional solution by the—of questions 

not provided for in the Convention and 
its annexes 

— report to the Plenipotentiary Conference 
by the — 

— responsibility of the Secretary-General 
towards the — 

— rules of procedure for the — 
— secretariat for the — 
— sessions of the — 
— subsistence allowances for Members of 

the— 
— travel and subsistence expenses for Mem­

bers of the — 

Agreement(s) 
— between the ITU and the United Nations 
— between the ITU and various govern­

ments 
— provisional—concluded between the Ad­

ministrative Council and other inter­
national organizations 

— regional — 
— special — 

Allowance(s) 
— cost-of-living — for retired staff . . . . 

AUowance(s) 
— subsistence — for Administrative Coun­

cillors 

Arbitration 

Asia and the Far East 
— improvement of telecommunication in — 

Assimilation 
— of the International Telecommunication 

Union Conditions of Service, Salaries, 
Allowances, and Pensions to those of 
the United Nations Common System . 

Symbols 

C 9 

C 9 

C 9 

C 10 
C 9 
C 9 
C 9 

Rs 23 

C 9 

An. 6 

Rs 37 

C 6 
C 44 
C 43 

Rs 10 

Rs 23 

An. 4 
C 27 

Rs 30 

Rs 7 

Numbers Page 

78 

115 

116 

120 
82 
88 

84-86 

92 

42 
28C 
279 

400-411 
253 

12 

12 

13 
9 
10 
9 

153 

10 

105-113 

167 

5 
35 
35 

142-143 

153 

74-75 
30 

161-162 

136-137 



175 

Object 

Associate Member(s) 
— definition of — 
— list of — 
— request for admission as an 
— rights and obligations of — 

B 

Building 
— new — for the Union 

Budget(s) 
— Control Committee 
— draft — 
— examination and approval of — . . 

— limits on expenditure for 1960-1961 
— ordinary expenditure for 1960 . . . 

Charges 
— for telecommunication 

Claims 
— responsibility of Members and Associate 

Members 

Conference(s) 
— administrative — 

— credentials at — 
— date and place of — 

— extraordinary — 

—- final acts of — 

— Finance Control Committees at 
—- financing of — 

Symbols 

C 1 
An. 2 
C 1 
C 2 

Rs 38 
AP 

GR 
C 10 
C 9 
C 15 
AP 
AP 

C 37 

C 33 

C 7 
GR 
GR 
C 6 
C 7 

GR 
C 7 
GR 

C 16 
GR 
GR 
AP 

Numbers 

7-10 

12 
16 

l l ,4 

572-575 
143 
102 
201 

II 
ili 

269 

261 

527-540 
44-48 
56-59, 
65, 67, 
70-76 

553-555 
50,60 65 
541-550 

219 
657-661 
572-575 

II 
5, 8, 9 

Page 

2 
69 
2 
3 

167-168 
125 

85 
15 
11 
22 

124-127 
127-129 

33 

32 

6-8 
76-96 
79-80 

5-6 

6-8 

82-83 
6-7 

81-82 
24 

95-96 
85 
126 



176 

Object 

Conference(s) (continued) 
— invitation and admission to — . . . . 
— meetings of — at the seat of the Union 

when there is no Inviting Government 
— ordinary — 
— plenipotentiary — 
— powers of the Chairman at — 
— preparation of proposals for — by the 

International Consultative Committees 
— proposals for — 

Contribution(s) 
— by international organizations to the 

expenses of conferences and meetings. 
— by Members and Associate Members to 

the expenses of the Union 
— by Recognized Private Operating Agen­

cies to the expenses of conferences and 
meetings 

— by scientific and industrial organizations 
to the expenses of conferences and 
meetings 

— classification of countries for — to the 
expenses of the Union 

— decision by the Administrative Council 
as to the amount of — 

— in abeyance because of events in the 
second world war 

— procedure for the choice of classes of — 
— queried — 

Convention 
— application of the — 
— application of the — to countries or 

territories for the international rela­
tions of which Members of the Union 
are responsible 

— application of the — to the telecommuni­
cations of a non-contracting State . . 

— application of the — to United Nations 
Trust Territories 

— denunciation of the — 

— effective date of the — 
— execution of the — and Regulations . . 

Symbols 

GR 

GR 
C 7 
C 6 
GR 

GR 
GR 
GR 

C 15 

C 15 

C 15 

C 15 

Rs 14 

C 15 
AP 

Rs 21 
AP 

Rs 20 

C 17-27 

C 19 

C 26 

C 20 
C 22 
C 23 
C 52 
C 21 

Numbers 

500-522 

523 
52-59 

566-569 

708-709 
524-526 
708-709 

212 

202-210 

211 

211 

Page 

76-78 

78 
6-7 
5-6 
84 

103 
78-79 
103 

24 

23 

23 

23 

145-146 

213 
1 

I 

231-253 

238-240 

251 

241 
244, 245 
246, 247 
295 

242-243 

24 
124 

151 
124 
150 

26-30 

27 

29 

27 

28 
38 

27-28 



177 

Object 

Convention (continued) 
— inconsistency between the •—• and the 

Regulations 
— infringements of the —-
— on Privileges and Immunities of the 

Specialized Agencies — revision of 
the— 

— ratification of the — 
— Regulations annexed to the — . . . . 
— revision of the — 

— solution of qLiestions not covered by 
the— 

Coordination 
— between organs 
— Committee 

Credentials 
— for conferences • 

D 

Definitions 

Delegate 
— definition of a — • 

Delegation 
— definition of a — 

Deputy Secretary-General 
— date for the — to take office 
— duties of the — 

— participation by the — in the deliber­
ations of the Council 

— responsibilities of the — 

Differences 
— settlement of — 

Symbols 

C 14 
C 36 

Rs 31 
C 17 
C 14 
C 6 
GR 
Rs 39 

C 9 

GR 

C 51 

An. 3 

An. 3 

AP 
C 10 
C 10 

C 9 
C 10 

C 27 

Numbers 

195 
268 

231-235 
193 
41 
525 

115 

Rs 5 
C 10 122 

527-535 

293, 294 

303 

307 

IV 
121 
147 

87 
120 

252,253 

22 
33 

162 
26 
21 
5 
79 

168-169 

12 

134 
13 

79-80 

79-80 

70 

71 

130 
13 
16 

9 
13 

29-30 



178 

Object 

Directors 
— of the International Consultative Com­

mittees 
— appointment of the — 
— duties of the — 
— interim filling of vacancies for — . . 
— nationality of the — 
— participation by the — in the Admin­

istrative Council 

Distress 
— calls and messages 
— false or deceptive signals 

Documents 
— sales price of — 

E 

Establishment 
— Operation, and Protection of telecommu­

nication installations and channels . . 

Execution 
— of the Convention and Regulations. . . 

Expenses 
— of special conferences 
— ordinary (limits on) 
— ordinary (1961-1965) 

Expert 
— definition of an 

F 

Final Acts 

Finances 
— of the Union — allowances 

— cost-of-living allowance for retired 
staff 

— for Administrative Councillors . . . 
— approval of accounts for 1952-1958 . . 

Symbols 

C 13 
GR 
C 9 
C 11 

C 9 

C 48 
C 49 

C 15 

C 35 

C 21 

C 15 
AP 
AP 

An. 3 

C 16 
GR 

Rs 10 
Rs 23 
Rs 17 

Numbers Page 

186 
697-707 

113 
149 

87 

288 
289 

215 

364,265 32 

242, 243 

199-200 
III 
II 

305 

219 
657, 661 

21 
102-103 

12 
16 

9-10 

37 
37 

24 

27-28 

22 
127 
124 

70 

24 
95-96 

142 
153 
148 



179 

Object 

Finances (continued) 
— assimilation to the United Nations 

Common System 
— audit of Union accounts 
— credits for conferences 
— contributory classes 

— Finance Control Committees for con­
ferences 

— Financial Operating Report 
— financing of telecommunication devel­

opment 
— help from the Swiss Government — 

— warmest thanks for — 
— limit on expenditure for 1959 
— limit on expenditure for 1961-1965 . . . 
-— monetary unit 
— ordinary budget for 1960 
— Provident Fund 
— review and approval of the annual budget 
— salaries of elected officials 
— use of additional languages . . . . . . 

Franking privileges 

Frequencies 
— rational use of — 

Geographical distribution 
— of staff 

H 

Headquarters 
— of the Union 

Infringements 
— notification of — 

Symbols 

Rs 10 
Rs 16 

AP 
C 15 
AP 

GR 
C 10 

Rs 24 

Rs 15 
Rs 18 

AP 
C 42 
AP 

Rs 8 
C 15 
Rs 2 
C 16 

C 37 
GR 

C 45 

Numbers 

C 11 
Rs 9 

C 3 

11,5 
202-208 

I 

672-675 
144 

II 
278 
III 

201 

226-230 

269 
664 

281 

C 36 

149, 152 

17 

Page 

142 
147 
126 

22-23 
124 

85 
15 

153 

146 
149 

124-127 
34 

127-129 
128 
22 
132 
25 

33 
96 

35 

16 
140-141 

268 33 
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Object 

Insurance 
— system for the members of the Interna­

tional Frequency Registration Board . 

Intercommunication 

Interference 
— harmful 
— definition of — 

International Consultative Committees 
— activities of the — in the Sphere of 

Technical Assistance 
— duties of the Directors of the — . . . 
— duties of the — 
— linking of certain regions to the world 

telecommunication network 
— studies in connection with the — . . 

— Membership of the — 

— participation in the — 
— by the International Telegraph and 

Telephone Consultative Committee in 
the activities of the Joint International 
Committee for Tests relating to the 
Protection of Telecommunication 
Lines and Underground D u c t s . . . . 

— conditions for — 
— maintenance of international telecommu­

nication channels 
— study by the International Telegraph 

and Telephone Consultative Com­
mittee of the — 

— plenary assemblies of the — 

— duties of the — 
— languages used by the — 
— meetings of the — 
— voting at the — 

— preparation of proposals for adminis­
trative conferences by — 

— prolongation of the mandate of the Vice-
Director, International Radio Consul­
tative Committee 

— questions studied by the — 

Symbols 

Rs 3 

C 46 

C 47 
An. 3 

Re 2 
GR 

C 13 

Rs 35 
C 13 
GR 

Numbers 

Rs 12 
GR 

Rs 11 

C 13 
GR 
GR 
GR 
GR 

GR 

Rs 4 
C 13 

282-284 

285-287 
313 

697-707 
176-179 

182-183 
668-669 

670-674 

184 
675-681 
686-688 
682-685 
688 

708-709 

180-181 

133 

36 

36 
72 

170 
102-103 
19-20 

166 
20 
97 

144 
97-98 

143 

20-21 
98-99 
100 

99-100 
100 

103 

133 
20 



181 

Object 

International Consultative Committees 
(continued) 

— relations of the — between themselves 
and with other international organi­
zations 

— rules of procedure for the — 

— specialized secretariats of the — . . . . 

— study groups of the —• 
— treatment of business by the — . . . . 

International Court of Justice 
— relations between the Union and the — 

International Frequency Registration Board 
— election of members of the — 
— essential duties of the — 
— insurance for the members of the — . . 
— members elected at the Plenipotentiary 

Conference (Geneva, 1959) 
— mandate of members of the — 
— use of electronic computers by the — . . 
— working arrangements of the — . . . . 

International Joint Committee 
— for tests relating to the protection of tele­

communication lines and underground 
ducts 

— participation by the International Te­
legraph and Telephone Consultative 
Committee in the activities of the — 

International Telecommunication Service 
— right of the public to use the — . . . . 

Interpretation 
— provision of an efficient system of reci­

procal — between the three working 
languages and Russian 

Laboratories. 

Symbols Numbers Page 

GR 
C 13 
GR 
C 13 
GR 
GR 
GR 

An. 6 

C 12 
C 12 
Rs 3 

AP 
C 12 
Rs 22 
C 12 

Rs 12 

C 30 

C 16 

C 13 
C 15 

710-713 
189,190 
666-667 

187 
699-701 
689-691 
692-696 

VII 

160-162 
153-156 

IV, 2 
173-175 

170-172 

257 

224-225 

188 
214 

104 
21 
97 
21 
102 

100-101 
101-102 

108 

17-18 
17 
133 

130 
19 
152 
19 

144 

31 

25 

21 
24 
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Object 

Languages 

— official — 

— other than the official — 

— used in the plenary assemblies of Inter­
national Consultative Committees . . 

— working — 

Latin America 
— extension of the activities of the Plan 

Committee to — 

M 

Maintenance 
— of international telecommunication 

channels 

Members 
— of the International Frequency Registra­

tion Board 
— of the Union 

— definition of a — 
— list of — 
— request for admission as a — 
— rights and obligations 

Membership 

— of the Union 

N 

National Defence 
— installations for — services 

News 

— unrestricted transmission of — . . . . 

O 

Observer 
— definition 

Symbols Numbers Page 

C 16 

C 16 

GR 
C 16 

Rs 36 

Rs 11 

C 12 

C 1 
An. 1 
C 1 
C 2 

C 1 

C 50 

Re 3 

An. 3 

216,219, 
221 
223, 

226-230 

686-687 
217, 220 
222, 224 

157-175 

4-6 

12 
13-15 

290-292 

306 

24 

25 

100 
24-25 

166 

143 

17-19 

1-2 
67-68 

2 
3 

37 

170 

71 
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Object 

Organizations 
— international — 

— relations with — 
— share taken by — in defraying ex­

penses of conferences and meetings 
— regional — 

P 

Plan Committee 
— for the development of the international 

telecommunication network 

— extension of the activities of the — . . 

Press releases 

Priority 
— for government telegrams and telephone 

calls 
— for telecommunications of the specialized 

agencies 
— for telecommunications relating to the 

safety of life 
— for WHO epidemiological telecommuni­

cations 
Private operating agency 

— definition of a — 

Proposals 
— time limits for — and conditions of 

submission 
— preparation of — submitted to adminis­

trative conferences by the International 
Consultative Committees 

Public 
— right of the — to use the international 

telecommunication service 

Public correspondence 
— definition of — 

Symbols 

C 29 

C 15 
C 44 

Rs 36 
Rs 36 

GR 

C 39 

Rs 33 

C 38 

C 38 

An. 3 

GR 

GR 

C 30 

An. 3 

Numbers 

256 

212 
280 

663 

271 

270 

270 

301 

524-526 

708-709 

257 

317 

30 

24 
35 

166-167 
166-167 

96 

33 

164 

33 

33 

70 

78-79 

103 

31 

72 



184 

Object 

Public trust 
— members of the International Frequency 

Registration Board as custodians of an 
international — trust 

Privileges and Immunities 
— of the specialized agencies. 

Purposes 
— of the Union 

R 

Radio 
— definition of — 

Radiocommunication 
— definition of — 

Ratification 
— of the Convention 

Recognized private operating agency 
— definition of a — 
— observance by a — of the Convention 

and Regulations 
— participation of — in International Con­

sultative Committee activities . . . . 

Recruitment 
— international — of staff . . . 

Regulations 
— administrative — 

— transfer of provisions from one set 
of regulations to the other . . . . 

— validity of — 
— General — 

Representative 
— definition of a — 

Symbols Numbers Page 

C 12 

Rs 31 

C 4 

An. 3 

An. 3 

C 17 

An. 3 

C 21 

C 13 
GR 

C 11 
Rs 9 

C 14 

Rs 13 
C 25 
C 14 
An. 5 

An. 3 

173 

18-26 

312 

311 

231-235 

302 

243 

183 
669, 670 

149,152 

193-195 

249 
192 

304 

19 

162 

3-4 

72 

71 

26 

70 

28 

20 
97-98 

16 
140 

21-22 

145 
29 
21 

76-104 

70 
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Object 

Rules of procedure 
— for the Administrative Council . . . . 

— for International Consultative Commit-

S 

Salaries 
— adaptation to those of the United Nations 

of elected officials 

Secretariats 
— expert inquiry into the workings of the — 

Secretary- General 

— participation by the — in the work of 

taking up of office 

Secret language 

Service 
—• broadcasting — definition of —• . . . . 

—• international — definition of — . . . . 

Spectrum 
— apportionment of the — and recording 

— rational use of the frequency 

Symbols 

GR 
FP 

C 9 
GR 

C 13 
GR 

C 4 
C 38 

Rs 7 
Rs 2 

Rs 6 

C 10 
GR 

C 9 
C 10 
AP 

C 34 

C 40 

An. 3 

An. 3 
An. 3 

C 4 
C 12 
C 45 

Numbers 

642-643 

82 
556-664 

189-190 
666-667 

25 
270 

122-146 
523 

87-88 
120 
IV 

262-263 

272-274 

316 

314 
315 

21 
153-156 

281 

Page 

93 
114-122 

9 
83-96 

21 
97 

4 
33 

136-138 
132 

135 

13-16 
78 

9-10 
13 

130 

32 

34 

72 

72 
72 

4 
17 
35 
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Object 

Staff 
— assimilation of — to the United Nations 

Common System 
— geographical distribution of — . . . . 

— grant of a cost-of-living allowance to 
retired — 

— Provident Fund for — 
— provisional staff regulations for elected 

officials 
— salaries of elected officials 
— status of — as international officials . . 
— temporary arrangements for elected 

officials 

States 
— non-contracting — relations with — . 

Stoppage of telecommunications 

Structure 
— of the Union 

Suspension of services 
— right to decree a — 

T 

Technical Assistance 
— activities of the International Consulta­

tive Committees in the sphere of — 
— administration of — projects 
— collaboration by Administrations in the 

Telecommunication Journal 
— debiting of administrative and operatio­

nal costs of — 
— improvement of telecommunication in 

Asia and the Far East 
— participation by the Union in the Expan­

ded Programme of — 
— revision of procedures for participation 

by the Union in the Expanded 
Programme of — 

— Union collaboration in the Special Fund 
for 

Symbols 

Rs 7 
C 11 
Rs 9 

Rs 10 
Rs 8 

Rs 1 
Rs 2 
C 11 

AP 

C 26 

C 31 

C 5 

C 32 
C 40 

Re 2 
Rs 27 

Re 4 

Rs 28 

Rs 30 

Rs 25 

Rs 26 

Rs 29 

Numbers Page 

149, 152 

150-151 

IV 

250, 251 

258, 269 

27-33 

260 
274 

136-138 
16 

140-141 

142 
138 

131 
132 
16 

130 

29 

31 

4-5 

31-32 
34 

170 
156 

171 

157 

161 

155 

155 

160 



187 

Object 

Telecommunication(s) 
— and the peaceful uses of outer-space 

vehicles 
— definition of — 
— epidemiological — 
— of the specialized agencies 
— opinion about the desirability of avoiding 

fiscal charges on — 
— United Nations — use of the — network 

Telecommunication Journal 
— collaboration by Administrations in 

the — 

Telegram(s) 
— definition of a — 
— epidemiological — 
— government — definition of a —• . . . 
— priority for — 
— in secret language 
— of the specialized agencies 
— private — definition of a — 
— service — definition of a — 

Telegraphy 
— definition of — 

Telephony 
— definition of — 

Thanks 
— very warm — to the Swiss Government, 

the State of Geneva, the Federal 
Republic of Germany, and the Com­
monwealth of Australia, for help in 
connection with the new building . . 

— warmest — to the Swiss Government for 
financial assistance 

Trust Territories 

U 
Unit 

— monetary — used for international tele­
communication tariffs and internatio­
nal accounts 

Symbols 

Rs 34 
An. 3 
C 38 
Rs 33 

Rs 32 

C 10 

Re 4 

An. 3 
C 38 
An. 3 
C 39 
C 40 
Rs 33 
An. 3 
An. 3 

An. 3 

An. 3 

Rs l38 

Rs 15 

C 1 
C 20 

C 42 

Numbers 

308 
270 

142 

318 
270 

319-320 
271 

272-274 

321 
322 

309 

310 

10 
241 

278 

Page 

165 
71 
33 
164 

171 
163-164 

15 

171 

72 
33 

72-73 
39 
34 

164-165 
73 
73 

71 

71 

167-168 

146 

1 
27 

34 
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Object Symbols Numbers Page 

United Nations 
— accession to the Convention by Members 

of t he— 
— accession to the Convention on behalf 

of trust territories 
— agreement with the Union 
— assimilation of Union staff to the Com­

mon System 
— cooperation by the Union in the special 

fund 
— debiting of administrative and operatio­

nal costs resulting from the Union's 
share in the Expanded Programme . . 

— participation by the Union in the — 
Expanded Programme of Technical 
Assistance 

— provisional agreements with the — 
concluded by the Administrative Coun­
cil 

— reconsideration by the — of problems 
in connection with the Convention on 
Privileges and Immunities of the Spe­
cialized Agencies 

— relations with the — 
— telecommunication network 

Unrestricted transmission of news 

W 

World Health Organization 
— epidemiological telegrams of the — 

V 
Voting 
— in the Administrative Council 
— in Consultative Committee plenary as­

semblies 
— rights of Members 

Vice-Director 
— of the International Radio Consultative 

Committee 
— prolongation of the term of office of 

the — 

C 1 

C 1 

An. 6 

Rs 7 

Rs 29 

Rs 28 

Rs 25 

C 9 

Rs 31 
C 28 

Rs 32 

Re 3 

C 38 

C 9 

GR 
C 2 
GR 

Rs 4 

5 

10 

97 

254, 255 

270 

81 

688 
14-16 

536-537 

2 
105-113 

136 

160 

157 

155 

10-11 

162 
30 
163 

170 

33 

100 
3 
80 

133 


